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TO  THE 

governors 

OF  THE 

NORFOLK  and  NORWICH 
HOSPITAL. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I TAKE  the  liberty  of  addretfing  thefe 
mifcellaneous  papers  to  you,  as  a tefti- 
mony  of  the  grateful  fenfe  I entertain  of. 
the  honour  which  the  fociety  unanimoufly 
conferred  upon  me,  in  my  abfence,  and 
without  my  delire,  at  a very  full  general 
board,  on  Odlober  the  9th,  1771,  by  ap- 
pointing me  confulting-furgeon,  purl'uant 
to  the  rules  and  orders  eftablilhed  for  the 
government  of  the  hofpital. 

From  the  principle  which  originally 
actuated  me,  in  my  inferior  ftation,  to 
promote  this  eftablilhment  to  the  utmofl: 
of  my  power,  it  affords  me  a pleafure  lupe- 

a 2 rior 


IV 


DEDICATION.1 


rior  to  every  other  temporal  confideration 
to  obferve  how  it  profpers  in  your  hands ; 
and  its  thriving  is  not  to  be  doubted,  as 
the  nature  of  the  inftitution  extends,  in  fo 
fignal  a manner,  to  the  relief  and  benefit 
of  the  miferable  in  their  feveral  diftrefles. 

This  very  excellent  charity  will  certainly 
reward  the  benevolent  intentions  of  its 
generous  fupporters,  and  give  the  fincerefi: 
fatisfa&ion  to  all  who  zealoufly  exert  them- 
felves  in  the  good  work. 

I am,  with  the  greateft  regard, 

' i 

Gentlemen, 

/ * 

Your  moft  obliged 
And  moil  obedient  fervant, 

B.  GOOCH. 


A Jhort 


\ 
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A port  Account  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hos- 

PITAL,  &C. 

THE  late  lord  bilhop  of  Norwich* 
formed  a plan  for  this  purpofe  in  the 
year  1759  ; but  then  an  unexpected  inci- 
dent prevented  its  being  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  it  lay  dormant  till  it  was  lately 
revived,  and  vigoroufly  profecuted,  by  per- 
fons  of  his  beneficent  difpofition,  who 
were  encouraged  to  expeCt  that  fuccefs 
would  attend  the  revival  of  it,  from  the 
concern  fhown,  by  people  of  all  ranks,  at 

* At  his  lordfhip’s  defire  I vifited  alt  the  great 
hofpitals  in  London  with  the  utmoft  attention  ; and 
procured,  by  the  very  friendly  and  obliging  behaviour 
and  afliftance  of  the  furgeons  there  and  in  other  places, 
every  neceffary  intelligence  and  information  I poffibly 
could  to  communicate  to  him  on  this  occafion. — See 
the  preface  to  the  fecond  volume. 
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the  former  difappointraent^ardently  wifhing 
to  fee  an  eftablifhment  of  fuch  public  uti- 
lity brought  to  perfe&ion  ; and,  after  fome 
preparatory  flops,  a meeting  was  held  upon 
this  occafion,  on  Augufl  the  i ft,  1770, 
which  proved  fo  aufpicious  as  to  encourage 
the  fociety  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
building  in  February,  1771,  the  fituation 
of  which  is  pleafant,  and  in  the  befl  air,  at 

a proper  diflance  from  the  city. 

✓ 

Through  the  activity  and  attention  of 
the  managers,  the  building  was  carried  on 
id  fpeedily,  that  it  was  fit  for  the  attend- 
ance of  the  phyiicians  and  furgeons  to  aflift 
out-patients  on  July  the  nth,  1772;  and 
by  November  the  7th,  of  the  lame  year,, 
provifion  was  made  for  the  reception  of 
fome  in-patients. 

I believe  it  may  alfo  be  truly  faid,  to 
the  honour  of  this  county  and  city,  that 
fuch  liberality  and  quick  progrefs,  in  eded:- 
ing  this  defign,  have  not  been  exceeded,  if 
equalled,  in  any  other  place  in  this  king- 
r do.m. 
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dom,  at  a diftance  from  the  metropolis ; 
and  particular  regard  has  been  paid  to  a 
point  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  which 
is,  having  the  wards  lofty  and  airy  *. 

Very 

* The  wards  are  of  different  fizes,  and  all  15  feet 
high  j they  are  kept  very  neat  and  clean,  not  crowded 
with  beds,  and  well  ventilated,  by  having  the  conve- 
nience of  letting  down  the  upper  parts  of  the  fafhes 
occafionally  in  the  wards  and  in  the  galleries  commu- 
nicating with  them  ; which  is  done  every  day  for  a 
due  time,  when  the  weather  will  admit  of  it : and  it 
is  obferved  by  all  people  who  enter  thefe  wards,  that 
there  is  not  the  lead:  ofFenfivenefs  ; particular  care, 
having  alfo  been  taken  in  refpedf  to  the  adjacent  necef- 
faries,  which  has  effectually  obviated  any  complaint  on 
that  account. 

In  a converfation  relative  to  hofpitals,  which  I for- 
merly had  with  my  worthy  friend  dodtor  Hunter,  con- 
fulting-phyfician  to  the  Brownlow-ftreet  hofpital,  he 
told  me  there  were  two  wards  of  equal  length  and 
breadth,  one  diredtly  over  the  other,  but  the  upper 
fome  feet  lower  than  the  other,  in  which  the  fame 
number  of  patients  were  lodged  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances  j and  that  it  was  obferved  more  died  in  the 
upper  than  in  the  lower.  This  difference  of  fuceefs 
could  not  at  fir  ft  be  accounted  for,  but  upon  farther 
confideration,  it  was  apprehended  it  might  arife  from 
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Very  judicious  regulations  have  likewife 
been  elfablilhed  by  the  fociety,  not  only 
in  lelediing  the  ableft  and  mold  experienced 
principal  furgeons,  but  afiiftant  furgeons 
alio  regularly  educated  as  it  is  an  objedt 
of  the  greateft  concernment  to  have  luch 
fubffitutes  to  iupply  the  place  of  the  prin- 
cipals, when  indifpenfable  engagements 
prevent  their  attendance. 

By  thefe  precautions  and  obfervances, 
the  patients  will  of  courfe  be  properly  at- 
tended, and  fubfcriptions  not  difcouraged 
through  fuggeflions  of  any  negledt : and 
by  thus  providing  the  holpital  with  fur- 
geons in  its  infant  flate,  there  is  thegreateft 
probability  of  perpetuating  a fucceffion,  in 
the  moft  unexceptionable  manner,  with  the 
judgment  and  authority  of  the  governors, 
to  fupport  the  credit  and  reputation  of  it 
when  it  arrives  at  a flate  of  maturity. 

the  greater  impurity  of  the  air  they  breathed,  confc- 
quently  the  number  of  patients  was  leflened  in  the 
upper  ward,  and  then  they  did  as  well  in  that  as  in 
the  other. 

Hitherto 


i 
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Hitherto  the  fuccefs  of  the  practice  here 
has  anfwered  every  expectation,  by  the 
aftiduity  of  the  judicious  gentlemen,  who 
engaged  to  attend  gratis  on  this  meritori- 
ous occafion : and  particular  care  is  taken 
to  oblige  the  nurfes  to  perform  their  duty 
diligently,  upon  which  much  depends,  by 
the  fuperintendence  of  the  matron,  who 
aCts  in  her  department  to  the  credit  and 
utility  of  the  inftitution,  in  a very  exem- 
plary manner 

By  the  records  of  the  Wincheftcr  hofpi- 
tal,  (which  was  the  fir  ft  that  was  founded 
upon  voluntary  contribution  out  of  London, 
in  the  year  1736,  through  the  zeal  and 
aClivity  of  doCtor  Alured  Clarke  ) it  appears, 
that  foon  after  its  eftablifhment,  out  of 
872  patients  admitted,  there  were  no  more 
than  59  whofe  cafes,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons,  would  not  have 
allowed  of  removal  a great  many  miles, 
without  doing  them  any  injury : hence, 

* Mrs.  Weft. 


fhould 
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fliould  it  be  apprehended  by  perfons  chari- 
tably inclined,  who  dwell  in  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  county,  that  their  fubfcrip- 
tions  could  not  be  well  and  fatisfadforily 
anfwered,  on  account  of  the  remote  dif- 
tance,  there  is  good  reafon  to  hope  this 
confide  ration  thou  Id  have  weight  fufficient 
to  remove  fuch  prepoffeffion  effectually, 
and  determine  them  to  fubfcribe ; more 
efpecially  as  there  are  now  eafy  and  fafe 
conveyances  coming  weekly  from  every 
part  of  the  County  to  Norwich,  where 
the  hofpital  is  placed  : and  as  a farther 
argument  to  remove  this  objection,  pro- 
vifion  is  exprefsly  made,  by  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  hofpital,  that  the  recom- 
mendations of  thole  at  the  greateft  diflance 
fhall  have  the  preference,  in  cafes  of  equal 
exigence  *. 

The 

* Inftitutions  of  this  nature  are  evidently  worthy 
the  particular  attention  and  confideration  of  parifhes, 
as  undoubtedly  they  would  find  their  account,  and  be 
amply  recompenfed  in  fubfcribtng  to  the  fupport  of 
them  out  of  their  public  Hock  ; for  it  may  reafonably 

be 
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The  fame  worthy  gentleman,  who  was 
instrumental  in  founding  the  hofpital  at 
Winchester,  when  he  became  dean  of 
Exeter,  exerted  himfelf  with  the  like  zeal  ~ 
and  alacrity  in  promoting  fuch  an  eftabliSh- 
ment  there,  and  his  exertion  was  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.  His  amiable  cha- 
racter and  benevolent  difpofition,  I was 
made  acquainted  with  in  his  life  time,  by 
a gentleman  of  equal  merit  and  virtue,  his 
intimate  and  my  very  good  friend,  at  whofe 
houfe  I once  met  him  : and  our  worthy 
dean,  the  Rev.  doCtor  Lloyd,  has  not  Shown 
lefs  zeal  on  this  occaiion. 

According  to  the  Tran  factions  of  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  hofpital,  feveral  very 
fenfible  and  inquifitive  men,  who  turned 


be  fuppofed,  that  there  is  fcarce  anyone  parifh,  though 
ever  fo  finall,  but  will  have,  in  the  courfe  of  a year, 
a pauper  fo  afilidfed,  as  to  become  a proper  obje£f  of 
an  hofpital  provifion,  in  a cafe  where  nurfing  only, 
with  other  incidental  charges,  will  amount  to  more 
than  a fubfcription  to  procure  every  thing  neceffary 

to  his  cure  in  the  moft  unexceptionable  and  belt 
manner. 


their 
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tlieir  thoughts  with  particular  attention  to 
this  fubjed,  were  of  opinion,  that  half  the 
poor  of  this  kingdom  die  of  difeafes  which 
might  be  cured,  were  timely  and  proper 
affiflance  given  them. 

Were  it  neceffary,  this  might  be  offered 
as  a cogent  argument  and  incentive  to  en- 
courage and  promote  inflitutions  of  this 
nature : for  in  what  place  are  they  fo  likely 
to  find  fuch  advantages  to  recover  their 
health,  as  in  an  hofpital  well  governed  and 
regulated,  where  all  due  care  is  taken  to 
have  the  benefit  of  fuitable  diet,  pure  air, 
cleanlincfs,  and  every  other  requifite,  with- 
out having  the  wards  croudea  with  pati- 
ents ? This  lafl  article  is  materially  necef- 
fary to  be  oblerved,  the  negled  of  which 
in  fome  hofpitals,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
has  been  productive  of  deleterious  efFeds, 
as  muft  inevitably  be  the  confequence  of 
breathing  in  an  impure  atmofphere,  fo  con- 
taminated with  the  effluvia  of  morbid  bo- 
dies ; tending  alfo  to  the  difcredit  of  the 
inftitution,  and  the  gentlemen  appointed 

to 
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to  take  care  of  the  lick  and  lame  *.  And 
thofe  who  are  improper  fubjedts  for  admif- 
fion  into  this  afylum,  may  have  the  beft 
advice  and  medicines  without  expcnce,  to 
keep  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
bold  quacks  and  ignorant  pretenders. 

In  this  refpedt  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  has 
taken  particular  care,  as  I have  been  in- 
formed by  the  late  doctor  Monfey’s  letters, 
who  was  long  phylician  to  her  imperial 
majefty,  and  in  high  efleem. 

* Here  permit  me  to  introduce  a few  hifto- 

• rical  anecdotes,  upon  the  authority  of  that  . 

* Mr.  Aikin’s  judicious  and  well  written  Differta- 
tion  on  Hofpitals,  demands  attentive  reading  and  con- 
fideration  by  all  concerned  in  the  government  and 
management  of  hofpitals,  that  they  may  effectually  an- 
fwer  the  end  and  deiign  propofed. 

From  the  inevitable  diftreffes  of  the  poor,  owing  to 
a combination  of'  caufes,  inftitutions  of  this  nature  be- 
come more  and  more  neceffary. — Salus  populi  fnpre?na 
lex  ejlt . 


gentle- 


[ xiv  ] 

gentleman’s  letters,  which  I ufed  to  read 
with  great  pleafure.  He  faid  this  wife 
princefs  would  not  fuffer  any  perfon  to  ap- 
pear publicly  in  the  character  of  a quack, 
in  all  her  extenfive  dominions,  nor  allow 
an  apothecary  to  pra&ife  till  authorized  by 

a proper  examination. 

* . 

The  dodor  was  educated  at  the  univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh ; and,  after  practifing 
many  years  in  the  Ruffian  army,  with  great 
reputation,  he  fettled  at  Mofcow,  where 
he  was  in  very  extenfive  bufinefs  when 
called  to  court,  without  any  folicitation  on 
his  part,  or  intimation  of  the  honour  in- 
tended him  ; and  purely  on  account  of  his 
diflinguiffied  merit  and  abilities  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  was  appointed  archiater,  and  had 
many  other  marks  of  royal  favour  conferred 
upon  him. 

When  he  lignified  to  her  majefty  his 
defire  of  refigning  the  very  fatiguing  bufi- 
nefs, in  which  he  had  long  been  engaged, 

in  order  to  fpend  the  remnant  of  his  days 

in 
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in  eafe  and  retirement  in  his  native  coun- 
try, flie  was  gracioufly  plealed  to  grant  his 
requeft,  and  generoufly  fettled  upon  him  a 
handfome  penfion : and,  in  a very  friendly 
and  affable  manner,  upon  his  taking  leave 
of  her,  the  thus  expreifed  her  regard  and 
efleem  for  him.  “ Doctor  !”  fays  fhe, 
we  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  kept 
£t  you  with  us,  but  I am  fenfible  of  our 
“ attachments  to  our  own  country. — You 
“ know  I am  poor,  hut  were  my  finances 
“ equal  to  my  inclination  and  your  merit, 
“ your  long,  good  and  faithful  fervices, 
“ fhould  be  better  rewarded. — Adjeu,  God 
“ prefer ve  ypu  every  where.” 


/ 
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preface. 


THESE  mifcellaneous  papers  cor- 
refpond  with  my  original  defign  of 
being  as  ufeful  as  I can  to  my  young  bre- 
thren, and  may  be  confidered  as  a fupple- 
ment  to  my  former  publication. 

<c  In  every  work  regard  the  writer’s  end, 

“ Not  free  from  faults,  nor  yet  too  vain  to  mend.” 

Pope’s  Eflay  on  Criticifm. 

This  motive  induces  me,  without  any 
other  apology,  to  begin  with  earneftly  pro- 
pofing  to  the  confideration  of  fuch  gentle- 
men who  are  deftined  to  a lituation,  which 
requires  their  exercifing  both  branches  of 
the  medical  art,  not  only  to  make  obferva- 
tions  and  remarks  accurately  upon  all  extra- 
i ordinary 
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ordinary  cafes  occurring  in  their  pradhce ; 
but  alfo  to  take  minutes  of  memorable 
epidemic  difeafes,  which  the  different  fea- 
fons  produce,  with  the  ftate  of  the  weather 
at  thofe  times,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful 
methods  of  cure ; following  the  great  lord 
Bacon’s  advice,  De  Aug . Scientiarwn , 
Lib.  II.  de  Re  Medica  *. 

We 

* It  is  not  my  defign  to  engage  in  any  hypothecs, 
or  advance  fpeculative  notions,  nor  inquire  nicely  into 
the  remote  or  proximate  caufes  of  the  difeafes  men- 
tioned in  the  following  fheets  ; which  kind  of  pro- 
cedure has  involved  and  bewildered  many,  and  led 
them  into  inextricable  mazes ; but  to  relate  matters 
of  fact  truly  and  faithfully,  and  as  concifely  as  poflible, 
not  to  be  obfcure ; leaving  abftrufe  matters  to  more 
curious  inveftigators. 

£$ui  fpeculantur  non  medentur. 

Our  great  countryman  Wifeman,  who  was  ferjeant-? 
furgeon  to  king  Charles  the  Second,  tells  us,  in  his 
Epiftle  Dedicatory  to  his  excellent  chirurgical  Works, 
that  he  employed  his  time,  when  confined  with  illnefs, 
in  writing  them  : I have  fo  far  followed  his  example, 
but  I do  not  think  that  my  productions  can  prove  of 
fuch  public  utility  and  advantage  ; however,  I have 

b done 
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We  have  examples  of  illuftrious  men, 
in  all  ages  and  countries,  from  the  time  of 
Hippocrates ; and  in  this  nation  Sydenham 
and  Huxham  have  mod:  diftinguifhed 

themfelves  to  excite  young  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty  to  thefe  obfervances,  which, 
with  an  attentive  reading  the  bed:  practical 
books,  will  prove  the  mod:  effectual  me- 
thod of  adifhng  them  in  forming  their 
judgments  to  direct  their  practice  upon 
various  important  occadons,  for  the  greater 
fafety  of  their  patients,  as  well  as  for  the 
advancement  and  fupport  of  their  own 
reputation,  which  mud:  appear  objects  of 
the  highed:  concernment  and  mod:  interefl- 
ing  nature  that  can  be  offered  to  their  con- 
fideration  *. 

I have 

done  my  beft  under  the  like  predicament,  when  lately 
confined  fome  months  with  a dangerous  difeafe,  as  I 
had  alfo  done  before. 

ghii  non  ejl  hodiey  eras  minus  aptus  erit. 

* Some  eminent  and  learned  phyficians  of  the  paft 
and  prefent  age  have  written  upon  endemic  or  popular 

difeafes, 
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I have  reflected  with  regret,  upon  not 
having  obferved,  and  regularly  purfued, 

what  I now  ftrongly  recommend  to  be 

early  attended  to  by  others : and  I did  not 
want  opportunities  for  fuch  purpofes,  in  a 
country  fituation,  with  a large  circle  of 

bufmefs,  where  I was  obliged  to  adt  in  the 
. capacity  of  a phyfician  as  well  as  a furgeon, 
more  than  thirty  years,  to  which  I clofely 
applied  myfelf. 

difeafes,  in  particular  countries  where  their  pradlice 
gave  them  opportunities  of  making  obfervations  * as 
Profper  Alpinus,  in  Egypt : Gulielmus  Pifo,  in  the 
Weft  Indies  : Jacobus  Bontius,  in  the  Eaft  Indies  : 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  in  Jamaica : Towne,  at  Barbadoes  : 
Cleghorn,  at  Minorca,  and  fome  others,  whole  writings 
are  in  great  efteem,  and  many  of  their  remarks  appli- 
cable to  difeafes  which  frequently  occur  in  this  ifland. 
To  thefe  may  very  defervedly  be  added,  Dr.  O’Con- 
nell’s Obfervationes  Medicinales,  &c.  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  dodior  Mead.  He  was  many  years  a pradti- 
tioner  of  great  repute  at  Cork,  in  Ireland.  The 
Edinburgh  Medical  Effays,  in  fix  volumes ; thofe 
fince  publilhed  there  under  the  title  of  Effays  phyfical 
and  literary  ; the  Medical  Tranfadlions  of  the  College 
■of  Phyficians,  and  the  London  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Inquiries,  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  every  pradti- 
tioner. 

b 2 Upon 


[ XX  ] 

Upon  publishing  my  Opufculum  a few 
years  ago,  I received  a letter  from  Sir  John 
Pringle,  phyfician  to  the  queen,  and  pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Society  *,  encouraging 
me  to  purfue  the  fame  plan  : and  this 
worthy  gentleman,  ftill  honouring  me  with 

* Sprat’s  Hiftory  of  our  illuftrious  Royal  Society 
may  be  truly  faid  to  contain  the  utile  dulci , and  will 
certainly  recompenfe  the  jnquifitive  reader’s  perufal 
with  pleafure  and  profit.  Among  other  obfervable 
things,  there  is  a curious  account  of  the  ancient  man- 
ner of  embalming  dead  bodies  in  the  ifland  of  Tene- 
riffe,  communicated  by  a phyfician  who  refided  and 
pradiifed  there  many  years. 

Soon  after  the  eftablifhment  of  this  fociety,  the 
example  was  followed  at  Paris,  by  inftituting  the  Acad. 
Roy.  des  Sciences : and  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
fame  century,  another  inftitution  of  the  like  nature,  to 
promote  knowledge  in  arts  and  fciences,  was  founded 
at  Leipfic,  the  publications  of  which  are  intitled  Acta 
Erudhorum.  Another  fociety  has  been  eftablifhed  at 
the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  as  in  many  other  parts 
of  Europe,  for  profecuting  natural  philofophy,  &c. 
the  firft  volume  of  which  was  publifhed  in  1758,  in- 
titled  Effays  and  Obfervations  pbyfical  and  literary , after 
the  Medical  Society  there  had  publifhed  fix  volumes 
of  Medical  Effays  with  univerfal  approbation. 
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his  friendship  and  correfpondence,  I 
thought  myfelf  under  an  indifpenfable  obli- 
gation, after  having  digefted  the  following 
papers,  to  communicate  the  heads  of  them 
to  him ; requeuing  his  candid  opinion  in 
refpeft  to  the  publication  of  them.  In 
confequence  of  this  requeft,  he  favoured 
me  with  a very  friendly  anfwer,  and  ufeful 
remarks,  earneftly  encouraging  me  to  pub- 
lifh  them,  giving  me  leave  to  make  ufe  of 
his  name  on  this  occalion  ; and,  by  his 
approbation,  they  are  brought  to  light. 

Should  thefe  hints  and  communications 
anfwer  my  original  defign,  I fhall  be  amply 
rewarded  j remembering  Lucan’s  precept, 
which  fhould  never  be  forgotten, 

Nec  fibi  fed  toti  gentium  fe  credere  mundo . 

Shottifham, 

Auguft  the  i ft,  1773. 
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OBSERVATION  S. 


A brief  account  of  the  moft  confderable 
Epidemics  which  prevailed  in  the 
year  1739-40,  41  and  42,  with  fome 

obfer  vat  ions  and  remarks . 

» ' \ 

IN  the  latter  part  of  the  fummer,  and 
in  the  autumnal  feafon  of  the  year 
1739,  the  weather  was  uncommonly  warm, 
calm,  and  fultry,  with  a moift  atmofphere 
even  when  it  did  not  rain.  This  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  air  produced  a fever  of  a putrid 
and  malignant  nature,  of  which  many 
died  : fome  had  eruptions  and  others  not ; 
but  the  time  of  their  appearance  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  was  very  precarious 
and  the  crifis  as  uncertain 

It 

* Hippocrates  in  his  Epidemics,  his  learned  Com- 
mentator Galen,  and  writers  of  every  age  and  climate, 
Vor.  III.  B have 
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It  is  not  my  defign  to  enter  minutely 
into  the  nature  and  caufe  of  this  fever. 
Upon  the  invafion  of  it  the  pulfe  in  gene- 
ral was  found  not  much  too  quick,  but 
unequal  and  often  depreffed.  The  blood 
was  then  florid,  with  a loofe  cohefion,  and 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  it  frequently 
acquired  a gelatinous  appearance,  with  little 
or  no  feparation  of  the  ferum  from  the 
crafTamentum  : and  at  its  height  the  crafis 
of  it  was  more  diffolved,  fometimes  refem- 
bling  molaffes  in  colour  and  confluence. 
Then  the  eruptions  put  on  a purple  or  livid 
hue,  and  fpafms  with  delirium  commonly 
foon  fupervened,  and  clofed  the  fcene  in 
death. 

It  is  a matter  which  requires  great  con- 
futation and  judgment,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  bleed- 
ing in  fevers  of  this  kind  even  at  firft, 

have  obferved,  that  fuch  a flate  of  the  air  has  been 
productive  of  putrid  and  malignant  fevers. — Read  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Mead’s  Monrta  Medica  Przecepta,  § 9, 
upon  epidemic  fevers. 

though 
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though  fome  fymptoms  may  then  Teem  to 
indicate  this  evacuation  *. — As  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  who  were  attacked  with  this 
fever  were  people  of  the  lower  rank,  many 
were  indifcriminately  bled  at  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe  by  ignorant  perfons,  who  make 
a trade  of  bleeding  in  the  country,  without 
having  any  manner  of  medical  knowledge 
to  diredl  them  in  a ftep  of  luch  importance. 
By  this  unhappy  practice  a great  many 
evidently  fuffered,  but  it  gave  me  opportu- 
nities of  examining  the  ftate  of  the  blood, 
as  I was  frequently  called  in,  at  different 
times  of  the  difeafe ; from  whence  I drew 
fome  ufeful  inferences  to  regulate  my 
practice. 

From  what  I obferved  in  the  fever  now 
under  confideration,  almoft  as  much  care 
was  necelfary  in  refpedt  to  purging  as  to 
bleeding  : alfo  confining,  the  patients  in 
clofe  rooms,  and  hot  in  bed,  endeavouring 

* See  the  dreadful  effects  of  bleeding,  & c.  in  fevers 
of  this  nature,  in  a letter  from  a practitioner  at  Sene- 
gal to  Dr.  Brocklefby,  in  the  London  Med.  Obf.  & 
Inq.  Vol.  II. 
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to  force  fweats,  by  any  means,  was  found 
very  pernicious ; but  the  frequent  and 
cautious  admitfion  of  pure  frefh  air  proved 
as  beneficial,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
which  often  inflantaneoufly  comforted  and 
fenlibly  revived  the  patients,  when  almoft 
expiring  for  want  of  it ; proving  more  vivi- 
fying than  any  cordial  medicine. 

The  moft  fuccefsful  method  of  treating 
this  fever  in  general,  from  my  own  atten- 
tive obfervation,  fupported  by  that  of  judi- 
cious practitioners  with  whom  I held  cor- 
refpondence,  was  to  clear  the  ftomach  at 
hrfl  with  a vomit  cf  ipecacoanha,  adding 
to  it  a grain  or  two  of  tart,  emetic,  and 
when  that  did  not  operate  alfo  fufficiently 
by  flool,  as  it  frequently  did,  then  a mild 
purge  was  given  to  empty  the  primas  viae. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  fuch  laxa- 
tives as  operated  with  the  lead;  commotion 
and  diflurbance  were  neceflary,  to  prevent 
the  ill  conlequences  proceeding  from  too 
long  retention  of  putrid  faeces,  See.;  and  to 
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anfwer  many  falutary  purpofes,  lenient 
clyfters  v/ere  occafionally  given  and  fre- 
quently repeated  with  fafety,  at  any  time  of 
the  difeafe,  when  it  feemed  not  advil'eable  to 
give  purging  medicines  -f*. 

f OI.  Ricini,  commonly  called  Caftor  Oil,  Teems 
a very  important  acquifition  to  the  materia  medica.  I 
have  experienced  its  good  effects  in  my  own  valetu- 
dinary ftate  attended  with  coftivenefs,  &c.,  and  think 
it  an  excellent  remedy  fuperior  to  all  of  that  clafs. — 
See  Dr.  Frafer’s  account  in  the  London  Medical  Ob- 
fervations  and  Inquiries,  Vol.  II.  and  Doctor  Can- 
vane’s  DilTertation  concerning  the  ufe  and  virtues  of 
this  medicine. 

The  following  mixture  made  with  this  oil  is  agreeable  to 
the  Jiomach , and  I have  found  it  well  anfwer  my  awn 
purpofe , by  taking  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  at  bed-time  y 
occafionally , in  cojlivenefs , even  when  I have  had  the 
piles  attended  with  bleeding, 

R 01.  ricini  3 ifs , 

Vitel . ovi  parum  ; 

probe  contritis  in  mortario  marmoreo 
add.fenftm 

Aq.  menth.  piper,  fimp. 

Cinnam.  fimp.  a 3 ij\ 

Syrup,  rofar.  folutiv.  tA:  m. 

From  what  I have  been  fenfible  of  myfelf  in  the  ufe 
of  this  oil,  it  a£ts  more  by  lubricating  than  ftimulating 
the  tnteftinal  canal. 
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Saline  draughts,  with  a fmall  quantity  of 
pulv.  contrayerv.  comp.,  were  advantage- 
oully  given,  and  temperate  cordials,  as  cir- 
cumftances  required. 

The  diet  mod:  grateful  and  proper  was  of 
the  liquid,  farinaceous  kind,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  orange  or  lemon  juice. 

The  mod:  beneficial  common  drinks 
were  acefcent  and  fubacid  liquors ; as  cyder- 
whey,  barley-water  acidulated  with  vege- 
table or  mineral  acids,  &c.,  and,  for  thofe 
who  could  afford  it,  whev  made  with  old 
hock  or  rhenifh  wine  w'  -ecommended  J. 

j When  Sir  J.  P r’s  groom  left  his  mafter  at 

Conftantinople,  and  declared  himfelf  a Dodtor,  a pu- 
trid or  malignant  fever  raged  there  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. He  indulged  his  patients  with  a pleafant 
beverage  like  fmall  punch,  more  than  commonly  acid, 
of  which  he  allowed  them  to  drink  liberally,  which 
was  the  principal  medicine  he  adminiftered  : and  the 
fuccefs  of  his  pradtice  gained  him  fame  and  wealth  ; 
of  which  I received  an  authentic  account  from  his 
mafter. 
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The  Bark  proved  of  Angular  fervice  in 
many  inftances,  more  efpecially  where  the 
eruptions  had  an  ill  afpedt,  joining  with  it 
elix.  vitrioli : and  now  good  red  port-wine 
mixt  with  water,  and  made  grateful  to  the 
palate  and  ftomach  with  juice  of  Seville 
orange,  fugar,  and  a little  fpice,  was  found 
to  be  one  of  the  bed:  of  cordials,  taken  mo- 
derately warm. 

When  nervous  fymptoms  fupervened 
they  were  treated  with  appropriate  medi- 
cines, according  as  the  nature  and  appear- 
ance of  them  directed  : and  in  delirium  with 
a feeble  irregular  pulfe,  bliflering,  particu- 
larly of  the  head,  Sometimes  proved  of 
Angular  fervice. 

The  following  is  a moft  dreadful  inftance 
of  the  malignity  of  this  fever,  and  none 
equal  to  it,  in  all  refpedts,  came  under  my 
notice  during  this  epidemic  feafon. 

I was  called  to  a poor  lad  about  twelve 
years  of  age  on  the  Afth  day  of  the  difeafe, 

B 4 when 


3 


M » D I € A L 

when  he  had  been  freely  bled  and  purged. 
His  pulfe  was  very  languid,  quick  and  irre- 
gular, and  he  was  not  perfect  in  his  fenfes. 
Befides  petechial  eruptions  of  an  unfavour- 
able complexion,  he  had  flattifh  tumours  of 
a purple  colour,  and  of  various  fizes  over  the 
bones  of  his  arms  and  legs,  in  different  parts 
of  them,  exquifitely  painful  to  the  touch, 
and  the  deprefiions  made  with  my  fingers 
rofe  very  flowly  ; they  had  a puffy  emphy- 
fematous  feeling,  fomething  like  what  is 
obferved  upon  the  fcalp  from  external  in-r 
juries,  where  the  pericranium  is  feparated 
from  the  cranium  by  extravafated  blood. 

The  day  after  my  firfl  vifit  he  was  feized 
with  fpafmodic  affections  and  became  more 
delirious.  Soon  after,  a ftupor  came  on,  and 
next  morning  he  expired  in  ftrong  convul- 
fions,  which  was  the  feventh  day  of  the 
difeafe. 

Had  there  appeared  to  me  the  lead  pro- 
fpect  of  his  recovery,  I fhould  have  opened 
the  tumours  diredtly,  but  immediately  after 
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his  death  I obtained  leave  to  do  fo,  and 
found  extravafations  of  blood  in  a ftate  of 
diflolution,  as  I fufpe&ed,  in  all  of  them, 
between  the  inflamed  peripfteum  and  the 
bones 

This  fever  raged  about  two  months,  and 
totally  ceafed  upon  the  coming  on  of  the 

J In  the  malignant  fmall-pox,  and  fevers  of  that 
kind,  where  the  natural  cohefion  of  the  blood  is  de- 
ftroyed,  the  veflels  are  apt  to  burft,  having  loft  their 
elaftic  power  neceflary  to  carry  on  the  circulation. 

Whenever  tumours  happen  in  confequence  of  fuch 
difeafes  with  a fluid  under  the  periofteum,  they  require 
the  moft  fpeedy  opening,  in  order  to  prevent  the  bones 
being  affeefted,  as  well  as  other  bad  confequences, 
likely  to  proceed  from  the  abforption  of  matter  fo  viru- 
lent and  corrofive.  Sometimes  in  thefe  cafes  the  bones 
are  originally  affe&ed  to  a great  degree,  as  happened 
to  a young  lady  I was  defired  to  vifit  fome  time  ago, 
after  the  danger  of  the  fmall-pox  itfelf  appeared  to  be 
over.  She  had  the  left  os  malae,  quite  into  the  orbit 
of  the  eye,  and  down  to  the  alveoli,  out  of  which 
the  teeth  were  ready  to  drop,  carious  to  fuch  a degree 
as  might  very  truly  be  called  a fphacelus  of  the  bone, 
and  (he  died  foon  after  I faw  her,  though  Ihe  had  been 
properly  treated  and  taken  the  bark  liberally,  under 
the  diredtion  of  an  experienced  furgeon, 
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froft  at  Chriftmas ; of  which  I am  going 
to  give  a fhort  account. 


fort  account  of  the  hard  winter  in  the 
Tear  1739-40,  which  was  the  feveref  in 
the  memory  of  man . 

The  froft  began  on  Chriftmas-Eve, 
ufhered  in  by  the  moft  piercing  N.  E.  wind 
I ever  felt.  It  proved  very  fevere  the  fol- 
lowing night,  and  next  morning  the  hedges 
and  trees  were  covered  to  an  extraordinary 
thicknefs  with  hoarinefs  like  fnow.  It 
continued  to  an  intenfe  degree  till  the  be- 
ginning of  February,  during  which  fpace 
of  time  but  a fmall  quantity  of  fnow  fell, 
compared  with  what  had  been  obferved  in 
fome  temperate  winters ; and  the  air  was 
generally  ferene.  February  the  2d,  wind 
S.  E.  the  froft  appeared  as  if  it  was  about 
breaking  up ; but  in  two  or  three  days  it 
returned  with  almoft  its  former  violence, 
the  wind  N.  E.  On  the  20th  it  began  to 
thaw  again.  22d  it  rained  a little.  24th 

it 
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it  froze  moderately,  and  fo  continued  till 
the  27th,  when  it  rained  plentifully ; after 
which  time  it  froze  no  more  to  any  con- 
fiderable  degree. 

In  the  month  of  March,  and  till  the  21ft 
of  April,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  cold. 
That  day,  about  five  in  the  morning,  it 
began  to  fnow,  and  fnowed  inceffantly  till 
two  in  the  afternoon.  The  air  flill  conti- 
nued very  cold,  wind  in  general  N.  N.  E. 
On  the  4th  of  May,  in  the  afternoon,  it 
began  to  rain,  and  after  about  two  hours, 
fnow  and  hail  were  intermixt  with  the 
rain ; then  fnow  fell  alone,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  the  greater  part  of  the  next  day. 
The  morning  after,  the  fnow  was  many 
inches  deep  upon  the  level  ground ; it  foon 
difTolved  and  the  air  became  ferene  and 

mild,  wind  S.  S.  W. 

» , - 

• # ■*  ••  . - 

The  fummer  fucceeding  this  hard  winter 
was  uncommonly  cold,  dry  and  unfruitful. 
The  winter  after  was  feverer  than  many  of 
the  preceding,  with  great  falls  of  fnow. 

The 
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The  following  fummer  proved  hotter  than 
ordinary,  and  the  autumn  warm  and  rainy ; 
from  which  time  till  Chriftmas  the  weather 
was  very  variable. 

Though  during  the  feverity  of  the  froft, 
people  in  general  were  healthy,  yet  upon 
the  thaw  towards  the  fpring,  pleuritic  and 
peripneumonic  diforders  and  coughs  were 
more  rife  than  ordinary,  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  when  the  piercing  N.  E.  winds 
commonly  prevail,  productive  of  fuch  com- 
plaints by  obftrufting  perfpiration ; but 
they  now  yielded  to  bleeding  and  the  ufual 
antiphlogiftic  method,  &c.  nothing  pecu- 
liar appearing  in  their  nature  to  require 
different  treatment,  paying  dy£  attention 
to  age,  conflitution,  &c. 

In  order  to  preferve  my  propofed  feries 
of  obfervations,  I cannot  avoid  the  repeti- 
tion of  what  I have  mentioned  in  my  former 
publication,  relative  to  a fever  accompanied 
with  a tumour  of  the  face  of  fuch  a kind 

as 
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as  I never  had  feen  or  read  any  defcription 
of,  vulgarly  called  the  mumps . 

Of  the  Mumps. 

This  epidemic  appeared  early  in  the 
fummer  after  the  preceding  pulmonary  dis- 
orders went  off,  increafing  as  the  weather 
grew  hotter ; and  it  was  chiefly  among 
children  and  young  perfons.  It  was  a dif- 
eafe  truly  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  with- 
out having  the  febrile  fymptoms  run  very 
high,  nor  was  it  of  a dangerous  nature ; I 
had  a great  many  patients  of  it  but  not  one 
died.  The  fwellings  of  the  face,  neck  and 
throat,  whence  the  difeafe  derived  its  name, 
began  foon  after  its  invaflon,  and  fome- 
times  they  increafed  in  a few  days  to  an 
enormous  flze,  the  fkin  appearing  of  a 
little  deeper  colour  than  a damafk  rofe;  they 
were  in  general  attended  with  but  little 
pain ; feldom  terminated  in  abfceffes,  and 
when  they  had  that  termination,  upon 

opening  they  healed  kindly  by  the  common. 

* 

treatment. 


The 


medical 


H 

The  general  antiphlogiftic  method  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  the  patients  bore  bleeding, 
purging  and  nitrous  medicines  very  well. 
In  fome  a thicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  the 
parotid  and  maxillary  glands  remained,  after 
they  were  well  in  all  other  refpedts,  which 
yielded  readily  to  fmall  dofes  of  mere,  dulc., 
interpofing  a gentle  purge  at  due  intervals  ; 
and  fometimes,  befides  keeping  the  parts 
warm,  I ufed  a liniment  prepared  with  un- 
guent.coeruleum  mitius  & liniment,  volatil., 
confining  the  patient  within  doors  and  to 
a proper  regimen,  during  the  mercurial 
eourfe. 

In  five  or  fix  adults  the  tumefaction  of 
the  face,  &c.  fubfided  in  a few  days,  and 
then  I obferved  the  morbific  matter  was 
immediately  tranflated  to  the  tefies,  where 
the  tumors  were  attended  with  more  pain 
and  cured  with  more  difficulty ; but  all  the 
patients  for  whom  I was  concerned,  wherein 
this  metaftalis  occurred,  were  cured  by  the 
fame  method,  without  its  ending  in  fuppu- 
ration. 


This 
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This  difeafe  prevailed  all  the . fummer- 
feafon,  and  did  not  entirely  difappear  till 
autumn  1741,  which  was  almoft  a year 
and  half  from  its  firft  appearance  about  ten 
miles  fouth  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  where 
I then  dwelt  ||. 


A fiver  of  another  kind . 

Soon  after  the  difappearance  of  the  laft 
epidemic,  another  was  introduced,  which, 
though  fometimes  attended  with  eruptions, 
yet  was  evidently  of  the  inflammatory  fpe- 
cies,  and  yielded  to  the  general  treatment 
of  inflammatory  difeafes. 

This  difeafe  feized  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  all  ages  and  confHtutions,  but 
thofe  of  fanguine  habits  mofl  violently. 
At  the  firft  feizure  the  fymptoms  in  gene- 
ral were  coldnefs  and  fhivering,  pain  of  the 

||  I have  feveral  times  fince  obferved  a flight  fever, 
attended  with  fome  degree  of  tumefaction  upon  the 
face,  &c.  called  alfo  the  mumps , but  it  differed  from 
the  difeafe  here  defcribed  in  many  refpeCts. 

head. 
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head,  latitude,  faintnefs,  oppredion  of  the 
bread,  fhort  and  quick  breathing,  a pulfe 
remarkably  depreffed,  with  ficknefs  and 
vomiting  3 and  in  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe  fome  had  eruptions,  as  fiery  red  fpots 
of  different  fizes,  others  had  an  univerfal 
efflorefcence,  and  others  what  much  re- 
fembled  a rafh,  all  which  feemed  to  be  of 
the  fame  affinity  3 and  fome  became  deli- 
rious even  early  in  the  difeafe,  when  bleed- 
ing was  omitted  at  fird. 

After  bleeding,  according  to  the  drength 
of  the  patient,  a vomit  was  given,  then  a 
gentle  purge,  • keeping  the  bowels  open 
with  the  mod  lenient  purgatives  or  clyders 
throughout  the  difeafe  3 and  it  was  often 
found  neceffary  to  repeat  bleeding  two  or 
three  times.  After  thefe  evacuations,  buf- 
fering in  delirious  cafes  was  of  lingular  fer- 
vice,  more  efpecially  on  the  head,  but  it 
was  obferved  to  be  detrimental  when  re- 
courfe  was  had  to  it  before.  The  patients 
bore  nitrous  remedies  very  well 3 and 
draughts  prepared  with  fal.  abfinth.  fucc. 

limon. 
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limon.  &c.  were  found  very  beneficial  in 
cafe  of  ficknefs  and  vomiting : and  the 
general  antiphlogiftic  method  and  cool  re- 
gimen, diluting  freely  with  proper  liquors, 
anfwered  fo  well,  that  few  died  who  were 
regularly  treated,  from  the  beginning,  after 
this  manner.  Some  who  in  the  courfe  of 
this  difeafe  were  attacked  with  pleuritic 
and  pulmonic  complaints,  I found  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  bleed  and  repeat  that  evacuation, 
even  in  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  though 
attended  at  the  fame  time  with  eruptions ; 
and  I have  good  reafon  to  believe,  I faved 
the  lives  of  many  by  this  means,  not  with - 
Handing  the  prevailing  opinion  was  again  ft 
it,  under  an  apprehenfion  that  the  erupti- 
ons would  retreat,  in  confequence  of  bleed- 
ing, and  the  patients  fuffer  : however,  I 
never  omitted  recommending  it  earneftly 
under  thefe  circumflances,  when  I thought 
the  pulfe  would  bear  it,  and  it  feldom  or 
never  failed  of  anfwering  my  expectation  ; 
for  what  was  deemed  malignity,  difcou- 
raging  others  from  this  practice,  I confi- 
dered  as  proceeding  from  a Hate  of  blood 
Vol.  Ill,  C highly 
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highly  inflammatory;  and  the  great  fizinefs 
of  it  verified  my  opinion. 

From  thefe  confiderations  and  appear- 
ances, I rarely  gave  cordial  medicines,  and 
when  indicated,  under  fome  particular  cir- 
cumstances, I found  julep,  e camphora  pre- 
ferable to  any  other. 

I was  called  to  feveral  perfons  many  days 
after  they  had  been  feized  with  this  difeafe, 
and  treated  with  cordial  medicines  and  the 
hot  regimen,  without  evacuations,  from 
the  mistaken  notion  I have  mentioned,  and 
without  producing  any  kind  of  eruption ; 
though  the  fever  was  raifed  to  a high  de- 
gree by  this  management,  and  of  courfe  all 
the  fymptoms  aggravated.  In  thefe  cafes  I 
did  not  hefitate  in  refpedt  to  bleeding  and 
gentle  purging ; and  foon  after  thefe  eva- 
cuations, and  the  obfervance  of  a cool  re- 
gimen, eruptions  appeared,  which  fenfibly 
relieved  the  patients,  and  they  recovered, 
though  before  apparently  in  the  moil  im- 
minent danger.  Here  my  opinion  and 

practice 
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pradlice  met  with  great  oppofition  ; but  the 
iuccefs  filenced  my  opponents. 

I obferved  many  at  the  firft  attack  had 
a very  languid  pulfe  and  often  fcarce  to  be 
felt.  Some  had  a propenfity  to  fweat  at 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  ; but  then 
fvveating  feemed  prejudicial ; afterwards, 
if  not  forced,  it  proved  beneficial  when 
arifing  in  conference  of  plentiful  dilu- 
tion, &c.  * 


A remarkable  cafe  demonf  rating  the  good 
effedt  of  bleeding  in  this  fever. 

I was  called  to  a farmer’s  fervant,  an 
athletic  young  man  of  a very  fanguine 
habit,  who  was  feized  with  this  fever  two 
days  before.  It  began  as  ufual  with  cold- 
nefs  and  fhivering ; now  he  complained  of 
a vehement  pain  in  his  head  and  loins,  had 

* Do£tor  Daniel  Cox,  with  whom  I was  well  ac- 
quainted, wrote  very  judicioufly  upon  this  fever  at  that 
time. 
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great  oppreflion  on  his  bread  and  praecor- 
dia,  with  quick  refpiration ; his  pulfe  was 
almoft  imperceptible,  and  he  had  a very 
great  propenfity  to  fweat.  Though  his 
pulfe  was  fo  feeble,  I took  away  diredtly 
about  fixteen  ounces  of  blood,  which  was 
iizey  to  a great  degree,  and  his  pulfe  evi- 
dently rofe  whilft  he  was  bleeding.  Then 
I ordered  a common  clyfter  fhould  be  given 
him  forthwith,  and  that  he  fhould  take  a 
fcruple  or  half  a dram  of  purified  nitre 
diffolved  in  a draught  of  barley-water  every 
two  hours,  and  drink  plentifully  of  the 
common  diluting  liquors  advifed  in  inflam- 
matory diforders.  Next  day  I found  his 
fymptoms  alleviated,  but  thought  it  proper 
to  bleed  him  again  as  much  as  before,  and 
ordered  a repetition  of  the  clyfter  towards 
evening  and  a lenient  purge  next  morning. 
Upon  this  day’s  vifithe  complained  of  pain 
of  his  fide,  on  which  account  a veficatory 
was  applied  to  it,  after  the  operation  of 
the  purge  was  over,  which  gave  him  relief ; 
yet,  confidering  his  ftrength  of  conftitu- 
tion  and  the  ftate  of  his  blood,  I bled  him 

again 
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again  freely  the  next  day ; after  which,  by 
perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  nitre  and  keeping 
the  body  open,  with  the  obfervance  of  a 
proper  regimen,  he  foon  recovered  a good 
ftate  of  health. 


Another  cafe  of  this  kind  of  fever  in  a per  fan 
of  a different  confitution  attended  with 
feme  fingular  circumftances . 


I was  deftred  to  attend  a gentlewoman 
©f  a lax  habit  and  veiy  weak  conftitution 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  on  the  fixth  day 
of  her  illnefs,  when  I found  her  pulfe 
weak  but  regular,  complaining  of  pain 
univerfally,  but  more  upon  her  fide  than 
any  where  elfe,  attended  with  a cough  and 
difficulty  of  breathing,*  and  fhe  was  alfo 
very  reftlefs,  without  having  had  the  bene- 
fit  of  a motion  for  many  days ; nor  had 
ffie  loft  any  blood.  I bled  her  forthwith 
to  the  quantity  of  eight  ounces,  and  ordered 
a common  clyfter  to  be  given  immediately 
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after  bleeding,  with  draughts  of  nitre  and 
camphire,  with  other  medicines  ufually 
prefcribed  in  pleuritic  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints. The  pain  of  the  fide  continuing, 
I bled  her  again  next  day,  and  the  clyfler 
given  the  day  before,  neither  returning  nor 
producing  any  effedt,  I directed  a laxative 
mixture  to  be  taken  in  fmall  quantities  till 
the  end  fhould  be  anfwered,  and  then  a 
veficatory  to  be  applied  to  the  fide,  which 
procured  great  relief ; but  the  fever  ftill 
continued  and  a thrufh  came  on,  which 
went  quite  through  the  alimentary  canal, 
appearing  about  the  anus  as  in  an  infant  * ; 

* I never  before,  nor  fince,  faw  the  thrufh  appear 
in  fitch  a manner  in  an  adult.  I procured  the  very 
efficacious  medicine  for  her  on  this  occafion,  which  I 
have  fince  difeovered  and  publifhed,  fee  Vol.  II.,  and 
it  had  an  extraordinary  effedt  by  bringing  away  great 
quantities  of  thick  floughs  by  {tool,  keeping  her  body 
open  during  the  ufe  of  it.  Undoubtedly  the  alimen- 
, tary  canal  is  often  much  affedted  with  the  thrufh, 
when  we  obferve  it  upon  the  fauces,  Sec. 

Had  I been  then  acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  the 
caftor  oil,  it  would  very  probably  have  proved  of  great 
ufe  in  this  cafe  as  an  eccoprotic  or  laxative. 


flill 
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ftill  fhe  flruggled  through  this  very  dan- 
gerous illnefs  and  perfectly  recovered ; 
though  it  was  undoubtedly  much  pro- 
longed, and  rendered  worfe  for  want  of 
bleeding  and  proper  treatment  in  time,  her 
blood  having  a thick  buff-colour  fize  of 
flro ng  cohefion. 

The  bark  proved  an  excellent  reflorative 
in  the  conclufion  of  this  difeafe,  and  affes 
milk  was  very  beneficial  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 


A cafe  in  this  kind  of  fever,  which  through 
negledl  terminated  in  mortifications a 

I was  defired,  by  fome  humane  and  bene- 
volent perfons,  to  vifit  a poor  labouring 
man,  who,  at  a great  diflance  from  his 
own  home,  had  been  confined  with  this 
fever  more  than  a fortnight,  deftitute  of 
neceffary  fupport,  and  without  any  medical 
affi fiance.  He  was  about  thirty  years  of 

C 4 age. 
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age,  of  a robuft  and  fanguine  conftitution, 
and  had  not  lived  very  temperately. 

I found  him  in  cold,  clammy  fweats, 
with  a feeble  intermitting  pulfe,  and  was 
informed,  that  he  had  been  in  a delirious 
ftate  for  many  days,  voiding  his  excrements 
and  urine  involuntarily.  Upon  farther  exa- 
mination I difcovered  a deep  and  fpreading 
mortification  over  the  Os  facrum,  extending 
far  unto  the  hips,  and  one  upon  each  heel; 
all  which  penetrated  to  the  bones. 

Under  thefe  deplorable  circumftances,  I 
was  not  willing  to  abandon  this  poor  man 
to  his  fate,  and  the  charitable  perfons  I 
have  mentioned  readily  offering  to  fupport 
him,  I as  readily  engaged  to  take  care  of 
him,  without  any  profpedt  of  gratuity  for 
my  attendance,  &c.  I ordered  a veficatory 
to  be  applied  to  his  head,  the  bark  and 
volatiles  to  be  taken,  and  the  mortifica- 
tions to  be  d reded  in  the  ufual  manner. 
The  next  day  I found  his  pulfe  better ; he 

was 
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was  perfed  in  his  fenfes,  and  the  mortifi- 
cations had  made  no  farther  progrefs. 

By  a regular  perfeverance  in  all  refpeds, 
this  difmal  cafe  ended  happily,  by  which 
we  were  amply  rewarded  in  preferving  a 
life,  that  might  become  ufeful  to  a wife 
and  family  of  young  helplefs  children,  who 
were  in  a miferable  iituation. 

This  kind  of  fever  continued  with  us 
more  than  fix  months.  It  was  not  con- 
fined to  region  or  climate,  as  appears  by 
the  following  extrad  of  a letter,  which  I 
received  from  an  ingenious  young  Surgeon, 
then  firffc  Mate  on  board  the  Royal  Sove- 
reign in  Sir  John  Norris’s  fquadron,  cruifing 
in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  and  upon  the  Spanith 
and  French  coafls,  See. 


Royal  Sovereign,  Dec.  24,  1741. 

“ You  may  depend  upon  the  account  I fend 
“ you*  according  to  your  dejire , concerning 
the  fever , which  has  raged  fo?ne  time 

among 
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%i  among  as  in  different  latitudes ; for  I made 
“ my  obfi  rvations  with  the  utmojl  exaclnefs ; 
“ taking  notes  at  the  fame  time  in  my  journal , 
“ and  always  vifited  the  patients  three  times 
“ a day . 

<£  Our  patients  in  general  were  feized  with 
“ five  rings,  pain  of  the  head,  giddinefs,  laf- 
“ fitude,  faintnefs,  great  opprejjion  on  the 
“ breaf  and  preecordia,  Jicknefs  and  frequent 
*e  vomiting,  with  a pidfe  almoft  imperceptible . 
<e  In  a few  hours  after  the  attack  they  be- 
“ came  fo  weak  as  to  be  incapable  of  affifting 
“ the mf elves  upon  almoft  every  occafion ; I 
“ was  my f elf  fo  affeffed,  with  the  utmoft  de- 
<c  preftion  of  fpirits  and  we  were  very  fub- 
*c  jeB  to  relapfe.  I obferved  the  moft  fan- 
“ guine , vigorous  and  braveft  of  our  men 
<(  were  moft  liable  to  the  difeafe,  but,  I think, 
<(  we  did  not  lofe  one  of  thofe,  who  were 
“ feized  at  firft  with  febrile  fymptoms  to  an 
i(  intenfe  degree,  attended  with  a ftrong  pulfe . 

(t  I made  this  Jingle  remark,  perhaps  not 
“ altogether  impertinent . A young  fellow 

6 "of 
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tc  of  a very  robufi  and  fanguine  confiitution , 
<(  mofl  fubjcdl  to  this  difeafe , as  I have  ob - 
cc  Jerked,  refolutely  bathed  in  the  fea  every 
“ day  and  efcaped.  Some  of  our  patients 
tc  071  the  $th  or  6th  day  were  feized  with 
“ diarrhoeas , which  generally  proved  falu - 
ff  off  fpontaneoujly.  Three 

“ or  four  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  fell 
<e  into  ft  up  or s for  eight  or  ten  days ; thefe 
“ had  black  fcabrous  tongues , accompanied 
i(  with  eruptions,  fpafms,  &c.  yet  they  reco - 
<c  vered.  All  the  perfons  appointed  to  at - 
“ tend  the  fick  were  off 'e Sled  more  or  lefs ; 
“ though  we  had,  according  to  the  feamens 
“ phrafe,  fine  airy  births  -f*. 

<(  Our  general  method  of  cure  was  this . 
“ Bleeding  plentifully  at  firfi,  and  repeating 
“ it  occafionally , according  to  the  patient's 
“ firength  and  conflitution  and  other  circum - 
“ fiances.  After  bleeding  we  gave  a vomit r 
“ and  when  that  did  not  alfo  operate  by  floolt 

S • A 

t The  term  birth  fignifies  an  inclofed  fpace,  or 
kind  of  apartment,  made  with  canvas,  for  one  feamaij 
or  more. 
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“ a clyjier  was  given , prepared  with  fea - 
u water  and  oil.  If  the  ficknefs  and  vomit  - 
ing  continued , w*  then  ordered  the  common 
*c  J aline  mixture  of  fucc.  limon.  fal.  ahjinth . 
4<  &c.  For  common  drinks  to  be  taken  libe- 
“ rally , w dire  died  barley-water  agreeably 
€e  acidulated  with  Vegetable  or  mineral  acids , 
<c  and  fuch  kind  of  acefcent  liquors,  without 
“ any  fort  of  animal  food : and  we  alfo  gave 
ft  cooling-powders  compofed  of  nit.  pur  if ic  at. 
<e  and  ocul.  cancrorum ; keeping  the  bowels 

16  open  with  lenient  purgatives  or  clyfters. 

% 

€t  When  a fupor  came  on  we  always  had 
ft  recourfe  to  bliftering  and  temperate  cordi- 
**  als ; finding  the  pulfe  deprefed  and  irregu- 
“ lar ; and  we  frequently  obferved  fingular 
€t  good  ejfebls  on  this  occafion,from  the  appli- 
“ cation  of  a veficatory  to  the  head. 

*e  All  who  died  became  delirious,  and feme 
raved  forty -eight  hours  before  they  expired, 
€(  when  convulfions  clofed  the  fcene. 
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<<  This  was  our  general  method  of  the 
cooling  kind , varied  occafionally , as  reafon , 
obfervation , and  experience  directed  us: 
and  indeed  I mujl  think  we  were  very 
happy  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  practice,  con~ 
Jidering  the  great  difadvantages  of  jitua- 
tion , as  we  loft  no  more  than  ten  patients 
in  the  whole  cruife , and  we  had  above  two 
hundred  of  the  fhips  crew  fick  at  one  time . 


“ Not  with  funding  the  continuance  of  this 
fever  in  our  flip,  we  were  foon  ordered 
upon  duty  again  in  the  fame  Jtat ion.  In 
our  fecond  cruife  we  had  a greater  number 
of  fick,  and  the  difeafe  was  attended  with 
more  violent  fymptoms  in  general,  confe- 
quently  more  died,  which  we  attributed  to 
the  excefive  impurity  of  the  air  between 
decks,  the  neceffary  conference  of  keeping 
the  ports  clofe,  which  the  fine  weather 
before  permitted  its  to  keep  almofl  always 
open : but  we  found  no  reafon  to  alter  our 
method  of  treating  our  patients.  Very 
few,  either  in  this  or  in  our  firfi  cruife. 
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“ had  eruptions  appear  in  the  courfe  of  the 
“ fever 

At  the  defire  of  the  Officers  of  the  Royal  Sove- 
reign, the  fubftance  of  this  narration  was  tranfmitted 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  by  their  order  it 
Was  publifhed  in  the  St.  James's  Evening-  Poji. 


TLhe  very  alarming  malignant  fever  which 
was  attended  with  the  gangrenous  fore- 
throaty  and  immediately  fuccceded  the  laji 
epidemic . 

It  made  its  firft  appearance  in  May, 
1742,  in  that  part  of  Norfolk  where  I then 
pradifed ; and  as  I had  never  feen  the  dif- 
eafe,  nor  could  I recoiled:  any  delcription 
of  it,  that  had  been  recorded  by  any  of  our 
own  or  other  obfervators,  I was  at  a lofs  to 
know  its  nature,  and  confequently  the  pro- 
per method  of  treating  it.  Upon  the 
ftrideft  inquiry  I could  not  then  hear  of 
its  being  in  any  other  part  of  the  county 
or'  the  kingdom,  nor  could  I procure  fatis- 
fadory  information  to  dired  my  judgment 

and 
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and  practice,  by  looking  into  fome  anticnt 
writers,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  laffc  centuiy  ; 
though  they  did  afford  me  fome  ufeful 
knowledge  on  this  very  intereffing  fubjedt. 

This  difeafe  was  chiefly  confined  to  chil- 
dren and  young  perfons,  though  fome  adults 
were  feized  with  it , and  the  mortality 
which  attended  it  was  very  great  indeed  ; in 
none  greater,  perhaps,  in  this  kingdom, 
except  the  plague  itfelf, 

I was  at  once  convinced  upon  infpedlion, 
that  the  tonfils,  fauces,  &c.  had  not  the 
appearance  of  a common  inflammation,  and 
they  had  an  early  tendency  to  mortify ; nor 
did  the  fymptoms  of  the  fever  fliow  it  to  be 
of  the  inflammatory  kind : and  I foon 
found  that  the  patients  could  bear  neither 
bleeding  nor  purging,  nor  the  cooling,  an- 
tiphlogiftic  treatment.  Hence  I was  led 
to  conflder  it  of  a putrid  or  malignant  na- 
ture, confequently  treated  it  as  fuch,  with 
temperate  cordials,  alexipharmics,  prepa- 
rations of  the  bark,  6cc.  frequently  ufing 

warm. 
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warm,  antifeptic  gargarifms.  Sometimes 
I thought  bliftering  the  throat  or  Tides  of 
the  neck  did  fervice,  but  fcarifying  the  af- 
fected parts  was  evidently  prejudicial. 
Though  purging  was  hurtful  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  yet  common  clyfters  were  occafionally 
neceflary  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies 
arifing  from  coftivenefs,  or  a long  reten- 
tion of  the  faeces ; and  when  the  bowels 
were  in  the  contrary  ftate,  which  frequently 
happened,  it  demanded  particular  attention. 

i 

This  difeafe  continued  more  than  ten 
years  in  my  circle  of  bufmefs,  but  it  was 
not  equally  violent  all  that  time ; it  raged 
and  was  moft  mortal  in  the  years  1745  anc^ 
1746.  I had  a great  number  of  patients 
in  it,  which  gave  me  opportunities  of  fee- 
ing it  in  every  fhape ; but  I forbear  taking 
any  farther  notice  of  what  I obferved, 
three  great  phyficians,  doCtor  Fothergill, 
doClor  Huxham,  and  doCtor  Wall  having 
treated  fully  and  learnedly  upon  the  nature 
and  method  of  cure  ; to  which  may  alfo 
be  added  Mr.  Penrofe’s  Dilfertation  on  the 

inflam- 
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inflammatory,  gangrenous  and  putrid  fore- 
throat, which  contains  very  judicious  and 
ufeful  chara&eriftics  of  diftin&ion,  to  diredl 
the  judgment  of  the  unexperienced  *. 

I held 

i 

> \ 

* There  feemed  to  me,  upon  ftridl  examination,  a 
great  analogy  between  this  difeafe  and  that  of  the  horn- 
ed cattle,  which  continued  many  year^  in  this  ifland,  the 
pathognomonic  of  which  alfo  appeared  in  the  throat; 
and  it  is  obfervable,  that  Aretaeus,  in  his  accurate  de- 
feription  of  this  malignant  difeafe  about  2000  years  ago, 
exprefsly  fays  it  was  preceded  by  a plague  amongft  that 
fpecies  of  cattle,  ufing  the  word  lues,  which  iignifies 
peJUlence  in  man ; and  murrain,  or  the  plague , in  cattle. 
Lib.  i.  cap.  9.  de  caufis  & fignis  morborum. 

Doftor  Layard,  an  eminent  Englifh  phyfician,  and 
Dr.  Blondet,  a phylician  of  great  character  at  Mont- 
pelier, condefcended,  for  the  public  good,  to  write  upon 
this  epidemic  contagious  difeafe,  which  proved  dread- 
fully mortal  to  the  cattle  in  different  countries  and 
climates. — Dodlor  Layard  propofed  inoculation  on  this 
occaiion,  but  the  pradlice  did  not  prevail. 

Since  the  publication  of  thefe  papers,  I have  been 
favoured  with  a letter  from  Dodlor  Layard,  wherein  he  * 
informs  me,  that  he  has  held  correfpondence,  concern- 
ing this  very  dreadful  difeafe,  with  eminent  phyficians 
and  profeffors  in  Holland,  France,  Sweden,  Denmark 

D and 
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I held  a conftant  epiftolary  correfpon- 
dence  for  eight  years,  with  the  gentle- 
man 

and  the  Netherlands,  where  it  has  raged  as  well  as  in 
many  parts  of  England,  and  received  fufficient  attefta- 
tions  to  encourage  the  practice  of  Inoculation  which  he 
recommended,  particularly  from  Holland  and  Denmark, 
and  from  the  profell'ors  of  the  univerfity  of  Francker 
in  T riefland,  where  it  has  been  fuccefsfully  pra£tifcd. 

This  malignant  fever  and  fore-throat  was  very  rife 
in  France  about  the  year  1748. — The  celebrated  Monf. 
Le  Cat,  M.  D.  C.  at  Rouen  in  Normandy,  wrote  a 
difTertation  upon  it. — Docftor  Chomel,  an  eminent 
phyfician  at  Paris,  alfo  wrote  upon  this  difeafe,  which 
he  obferved  there  that  year  ; and  by  hiftories  of  cafes 
he  (hows  the  pernicious  effects  and  fatal  confequences 
of  bleeding  in  it.  In  his  treatife  he  has  given  a long 
lift  of  writers  upon  this  direful  difeafe,  who  lived  in 
different  countries  and  ages. — The  learned  and  accu- 
rate obferver,  Doctor  Johnfon  of  Kidderminfter,  in  his 
excellent  hiftorical  difTertation  on  malignant  difeafes 
which  prevailed  there  for  fome  years,  has  mentioned 
this  fore-throat,  with  fome  particular  remarks  upon  it. 

Creech’s  tranflation  of  Lucretius’s  hiftorical  ac- 
count of  the  plague  at  Athens  and  explanatory  notes, 
wherein  are  mentioned  the  fentiments  of  Thucydides 
and  Hippocrates  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  are  well  worth 
reading,  as  they  contain  many  ufeful  phyliological  and 
n medical 
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man  * who  favoured  me  with  the  preceding 
account  of  the  fever,  which  raged  in  the 
royal  navy,  and  particularly  on  board  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  in  the  year  1741  ; during 
which  correfpondence,  till  the  conclufion  of 
the  war  in  1748,  he  gratified  me  with  many 
memorable  occurrences,  fome  of  which  I 
have  extracted  from  his  letters  to  be  here 

ft 

inferted ; firfi:  begging  leave  to  be  indulged 
with  a lhort  digrefiion  in  juftice  to  my 
friend’s  character,  and  to  give  the  more 
weight  and  authenticity  to  his  valuable  and 
ufeful  communications,  he  being  a man  of 
great  veracity,  probity  and  application,  to 
whom  I am  much  obliged. 

When  he  was  well  qualified  for  the  Uni- 
verfity,  he  was  committed  to  the  care  and 

medical  remarks  and  obfervations,  concerning  the  nature 
and  caufe  of  malignant  fevers  in  general,  as  well  as  this 
deplorable  calamity  in  particular,  which  depopulated 
that  famous  city  in  all  its  glory.-— It  is  a common  fay- 
ing, where  the  natural  philofopher  ends  the  phyfician 
muft  begin. 

* Dr,  DcUrban  of  Halefworth, 
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tuition  of  a regular  furgeon  in  extenfivc 
practice,  and  being  very  fludious,  he  made 
a greater  proficiency  than  common  in  a few 
years.  At  about  20  years  of  age  herefolv- 
ed  to  enter  into  the  navy,  we  being  juft 
then  engaged  in  a war  with  France  and 
Spain.  Upon  his  firfl  examination  at 
Surgeons-Hall  for  this  purpofe,  he  obtained 
a qualification  for  principal  furgeon  of  a 
fmall  man  of  war,  by  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  the  examiners,  confirmed  by  the 
examining  phyfician ; which  was  confi- 
dered  as  a fingular  honour  conferred  upon 
him ; but  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  in  the 
moil  friendly  manner  advifed  him  to  wave 
this  appointment,  and  accept  that  of  firfl 
mate  of  the  Royal  Sovereign  going  out  di- 
rectly upon  a cruife,  which  he  told  him  he 
could,  and  would,  if  he  chofe  it,  procure 
for  him  without  any  lofs  of  time,  under  a 
very  able  and  experienced  furgeon,  his  par- 
ticular friend  *,  where  he  would  have  the 
befl  opportunities  of  making  himfelf  ac- 


* Mr.  Green. 
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quainted  with  the  naval  or  marine  practice 
of  phyiic  and  furgery  *,  to  qualify  himfelf 
the  better  to  ad  alone  afterwards  ; affiuring 
him  at  the  fame  time,  that  through  his 
intereft  too,  he  might  depend  upon  having 
a fhip  provided  for  him  againft  he  returned 
from  the  cruife. 

• 

. Not  long  after  he  went  on  board,  the 
principal  furgeon  fell  hck,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  life,  was  obliged  to  be  car- 
ried on  fhore,  and  there  left  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health.  By  this  unfortunate  incident 
the  care  and  important  charge  of  the  fhip’s 
crew  devolved  upon  him,  with  the  affiftance 
of  four  mates  : however,  his  condud  in  this 
ftation  proved  highly  to  his  credit,  and  per- 
fedly  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  officers,  as 
well  as  the  common  men,  by  his  exemplary 
tendernefs  and  humanity  ffiown  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  profeffion,  with  the  utmoffc 
diligence  and  attention,  as  I had  the  plea- 
fure  of  hearing  from  undoubted  authority. 

* Mr.  Northcote  wrote  an  inftru&ive  treatife  upon 
this  fubje£t  in  the  year  1770. 
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After  the  peace  was  concluded  he  re- 
turned to  London,  where  he  attended  the 
hofpitals  and  ledtures  upon  every  branch 
of  the  medical  art ; then  at  Paris,  and 
afterwards  ftudied  at  Edinburgh,  where  he 
took  a doctor's  degree,  much  to  his  repu- 
tation, his  thefts  inauguralis  having  beer; 
much  approved  by  the-profeflors. 
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CASES  AND  REMARKS. 

Communicated  by  the  Gentleman  whom  I have 
been  mentioning. 


Cafe  of  a fractured  jaw-bone . 

“ When  I was  in  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
“ a feaman  who  had  always  enjoyed  good 
“ health,  came  to  afk  my  advice  as  we  lay 
“ in  Portfmouth  harbour,  he  having  two 
“ years  before  atNew-York,  fradluredthe 
“ maxilla  inferior,  by  cracking  a hard 
“ walnut.  The  fractured  bone  not  having 
“ been  properly  confined  and  treated  at 
“ firfl,  it  was  now  become  fo  ttoublefome 
“ and  painful,  that  he  was  unable  to  ma- 
“ flicate  folid  food.  Upon  infpedlion  I 
“ found  the  bone  black,  and  part  of  it 
“ moveable,  fo  that  with  my  finger  and 
“ thumb,  I eafily  extracted  more  than  an 
*■  inch  of  the  whole  fub fiance,  with  the 
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dens  canin.  and  one  of  the  molares  ftill 
“ in  their  fockets.  The  cure  was  foon 
“ effected  by  the  application  of  lint  moift- 
“ ened  in  a mixture  of  aq.  calcis  and  tin<fb. 
“ myrrhas,  and  in  a reafonable  time  the 
lt  fpace  was  filled  up  with  ofieous  matter, 
tc  and  became  as  hard  as  bone  itfelf,  ad- 
“ mitting  of  maftication  without  any  un- 
“ eafinefs 

' » i 


A c-afe  of  a fracture  of  the  fcull , attended 
with  fome  extraordinary  circumfiances . 

‘f  Paul  SplifF,  a very  corpulent  Dutch- 
man,  one  of  our  tailors  on  board  the 
“ Royal  Sovereign,  walking  in  a dark  night 
“ with  fome  of  his  comrades  in  Portfmouth 
<c  dock-yard,  fell  into  the  dry-dock  be- 
“ tween  20  and  30  feet  deep  and  his  head 
“ came  firfit  upon  a piece  of  timber.  His 
(f  companions  took  him  up  immediately, 
“ fenfeiefs  and  indeed  feemingly  dead,  and 

* See  Vol.  II.  p.  71. 
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**  brought  him  on  board.  Our  worthy 
44  furgeon  Mr.  Green,  being  Tick  on  fhore, 
4 4 the  care  of  him  fell  upon  me ; and  with 
44  the  moft  attentive  examination  I could 
44  fcarce  feel  any  pulfe,  which  though 
44  almoft  imperceptible,  was  the  only  lign 
44  of  life  remaining.  Upon  the  fall  he  had 
“ bled  very  much  at  the  nofe,  mouth,  and 
44  ears,  and  the  bleeding  ftill  continuing, 
44  with  the  weaknefs  of  his  pulfe,  prevented 
44  my  bleeding  him  direddy.  His  head 
44  was  immediately  lhaved  all  over,  and 
(f  there  appeared  a large  ecchymofis  upon 
ft  the  right  fide  of  his  head  and  forehead. 

Our  furgeon  being  too  ill  to  venture  to 
44  come  on  board  upon  this  occalion,  I fent 
44  forthwith  to  the  furgeon  of  the  dock- 
44  yard,  to  beg  the  favour  of  his  coming 
*4  with  the  melfenger,  to  give  me  his  ad- 
vice  and  affiftance,  apprehending  there 
44  was  a fradure,  which  might  require 
4,4  fcalping  and  trepanning  without  delay ; 
44  but  he  abfolutely  refufed  his  attendance 
44  at  this  time  of  the  night ; I then  fent 
J4  the  only  mate  I <had  with  me  at  this 

r 
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“ juncture,  to  remonftrate  to  him  in  the 
“ mod  prefling  manner  the  apparent 
“ necelTity  of  fomething  being  fpeedily 
“ done  for  the  prefervation  of  the  man’s 
ie  life,  defiring  if  he  did  not  choofe  to  come 
“ indantly,  that  he  would  be  fo  kind  as  to 
(i  lend  us  his  trepanning  indruments,  ours 
<f  now  being  at  the  inftrument -makers  to 
“ be  put  in  order ; but  this  requed  he  alfo 
c<  cruelly  refufed ; therefore,  at  this  time 
“ of  the  night,  and  under  thefe  unhappy 
(<  circumdances,  I could  do  nothing  but 
“ fcalp  him,  which  I did  extenfively,  as 
“ foon  as  poflible,  and  difcharged  a great 
“ quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  upon  which 
*<  his  pulfe  rofe  and  became  more  regular, 
« which  before  was  deprefled  and  very 
“ irregular,  as  ufual  when  the  brain  is  op- 
“ prefled.  I then  found  the  os  frontis 
“ fractured  with  great  depreffion,  and 
« feveral  failures  in  almod  every  direction; 
« one  in  particular  extended  far  into  the 
“ parietal  bone,  and  another  into  the  orbit 
« of  the  eye  but  what  furprifed  me  mod: 
“ of  all,  was  a wide  feparation  the  whole 
, ' “ extent 
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“ extent  of  the  coronal  future.  Though  I 
could  not  elevate  the  depreffed  pieces  of 
the  cranium,  yet  the  patient  received  fo 
“ much  relief  from  the  fealpingand  removal 
“ of  the  extravafated  blood,  that  in  an 
“ hour  or  two  after  he  recovered  his  fenfes 
“ and  fpeech,  with  an  improvement  of  his 
“ pul fe,  which  afforded  me  great  fatisfac- 
“ tion  under  fuch  defperate  circumftances: 
“ however,  early  in  the  morning  I condud- 
“ ed  him  to  the  hofpital  at  Gofport,  where 
“ trepanning  was  immediately  performed, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  a fluid  appearing 
*c  under  the  dura  mater,  it  was  thought 
<c  advifable  to  divide  it  the  whole  length  of 
“ the  feparation  of  the  future  with  feiffars, 
“ which  was  from  one  temporal  bone  to  the 
“ other.  The  operation  fucceeded  very 
“ happily,  as  I was  afterwards  in- 
**  formed 

Another 

* See  a note  in  V.  I.  and  V.  II.  concerning  fraftures  of 
the  fcull.  In  a courfe  of  40  years  pra£tice  I have  been 
concerned  in  a great  number  of  fractures  upon  every 
part  of  the  fcull,  and  fucceeded  by  the  operation  of  the 

trephine 
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Another  cafe  of  a fracture  of  the  fcull  attended 
with  J'ome  fmgular  circumfances. 


ft  After  quitting  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
fC  and  being  appointed  chief  furgeon  to  a 
“ fmall  man  of  war,  inftead  of  lying  in 
Port-Mahon  harbour,  as  we  expected,. 
“ all  the  winter,  we  were  fent  in  company 
“ with  the  Terrible,  to  cruife  in  the  Strait’s 
“ Mouth,  where  after  a fmart  engagement 
“ I was  fent  for  by  the  furgeon  of  our 
“ confort,  tQ  aflift  him  in  the  following 
cafe, 

“ William  Bright  aged  about  24,  of  a 
“ good  habit  of  body  and  of  an  athletic 
conflitution,  complained  very  much  of 
“ pain  on  the  back  of  his  hand,  wrift,  and 

trephine  in  about  two  thirds  of  them ; even  when  ap- 
plied to  the  exceptionable  parts  according  to  the  direc- 
tion of  writers  on  furgery,  it  has  been  attended  with 
fuccefs. 


firm; 
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€*  arm ; which  he  could  not  bear  to  be 
“ moved,  or  even  touched,  without  giving 
“ him  the  moft  exquifite  fenfation  of  pain; 
“ though  there  was  no  vifible  hurt  upon 
“ the  limb;  but  whilft  examining  it,  we 
“ obferved  fome  blood  dropping  from  his 
“ head,  and  upon  fearching  there,  difco- 
“ vered  a wound,  and  the  probe  inftantly 
“ convinced  us  the  cranium  was  fractured; 
“ confequently  we  fcalped  him  diredtly,  and 
“ after  fuffering  the  veffels  to  bleed  freely,. 
“ reftrained  the  haemorrhage  and  trepanned 
“ him,  judging  it  moft  advifable  to  pro- 
“ ceed  to  that  operation  without  delay, 
“ before  the  fymptomatic  fever  fhould 
“ come  on  and  probably  worfe  fymptoms 
“ fupervene,  by  the  encephalon  fuffering 
“ from  depreffed  fragments  of  bone  and 
“ extravafated  blood ; belides  we  had  rea~ 
“ fon  to  believe  the  ball  might  be  lodged 
“ there,  from  the  wound  being  perpendi- 
<e  cular,  through  the  upper  part  of  the  right 
“ parietal  bone,  and  to  the  beft  of  the  pa- 
“ dent’s  remembrance,  who  now  had  his 
“ fenfes  perfectly,  it  was  received  at  the 

“ very 
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“ very  inftant  he  was  /looping  to  take  up 
“ his  mu/ket  in  the  heat  of  the  engage  - 
“ ment.  The  piece  of  the  cranium  which 
“ the  ball  took  in  its  courfe  was  feparated 
all  round,  and  confiderably  forced  down 
“ upon  the  dura  mater , without  any 
<c  fhivers  or  fi/fures  appearing  externally. 
“ We  applied  the  trephine  a little  below 
“ the  inferior  part  of  the  fracture,  and 
“ when  we  arrived  at  the  diploe , we  found 
€c  the  circular  piece  of  bone  completely  cut 
“ through  fo  far,  quite  loofe,  and  upon 
“ taking  that  out,  it  evidently  appeared  to 
“ us,  that  a much  greater  extent  of  the 
“ inner  table  was  broken  off,  that  was 
<c  loofe  and  forced  down  upon  the  dura 
<c  mater , which  it  had  lacerated ; but  we: 
“ could  not  difcover  the  ball,  even  after  we 
<c  cut  the  perforation  made  by  that  and  the 
“ trephine  one  into  the  other,  and  extracted 
“ feveral  large  pieces  of  the  lower  table. 
4<  After  the  llridlefl  fearch  we  could  not 
“ find  the  ball,  or  any  other  extraneous 
“ body  5 but  felt  more  fplinters  of  the  inner 
table  loofe,  which  we  could  not  extrad:; 

“ and 
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and  from  this  conlideration,  I urged 
“ making  another  or  more  perforations, 
“ but  my  friend,  a very  good  furgeon, 
“ oppofed  this  ftep  and  fo  it  was  not 
“ taken  *. 

* If  one  perforation  of  the  fcull,  made  in  a depending 
part,  will  give  an  opportunity  of  fufficiently  elevating  a 
piece  or  pieces,  or  of  removing  fragments  of  the  bone 
opprefling  the  brain,  and  alfo  of  difcharging  any  extra- 
vafated  fluid  contained  underneath,  it  will  be  better,  for 
obvious  reafons,  not  to  make  more  ; but  it  may  often 
be  found  requiftte  to  make  more,  as  I have  oh- 
ferved  in  patients  of  my  own  and  thofe  of  other  fur- 
geons,  in  confultations  where  I have  been,  with  the 
concurrent  opinion  of  the  ableft  and  moft  judicious 
pradtiti  oners : and,  indeed,  I think  none  can  be  compe- 
tent judges  in  fuch  cafes  without  feeing  them  and  at- 
tending minutely  and  attentively  to  every  circumftance. 
— See  Mem.  de  l’Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurgie  fur  la  Mul- 
tiplicite  des  Trepans,  Tom.  1.  Pag.  251  & feq. — — . 
And,  concerning  the  ufefulnefs  of  perforated  plates  of 
lead  applied  after  trepanning,  fee  Vol.  I.  under  the 
Art.  Trepanning,  and  Vol.  II.  p.  12. 

Though  I have  known  fra&ures  of  the  fcull  fuccelf- 
fully  treated  without  trepanning,  yet  I am  perfuaded 
many  lives  have  been  loft  for  want  of  having  that  ope- 
ration performed  in  time. 
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The  patient  was  dreffed  in  the  molt 
“ e^fy  and  gentle  manner,  an  exadt  regi- 
“ men  obferved,  venefedtion  feveral  times 
<£  repeated,  and  lenient  purgatives  occa- 
lc  fionally  administered. 

* 

\ 1 

44  The  lymptoms  attending  the  hand 
44  and  arm  immediately  upon  the  accident, 
44  went  off*  upon  the  operation;  the  wound 
44  digeffed  very  well,  and  the  dura  mater 
44  had  a good  afpedt ; yet,  as  the  ball  was 
44  left,  we  had  great  reafon  to  fear  direful 
44  lymptoms  would  fooner  or  later  fuper- 
44  vene. 

44  On  the  feventh  day  after  the  opera  - 
44  tion  this  patient  was  conveyed  to  the 
<4  hofpital  at  Gibraltar,  where  he  was 
4t  treated  judicioufly  ; and  after  the  exfo- 
44  liations  and  fome  fplinters  were  thrown 
44  off,  the  wound  was  cicatrized,  and  he 
„ 44  was  thought  fit  to  do  duty  again  in  the 
44  fhip,  after  about  3 months  continuance 
44  in  the  hofpital,  where  no  alarming 
44  lymptoms  occurred,  nor  was  the  ball 

c 44  difcovered. 
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difcovered.  He  was  then  returned  on 
board  his  fhip,  and  the  undulatory  mo- 
tion of  the  fhip,  though  at  anchor, 
brought  on  fuch  a vertigo  and  other 
complaints  of  the  nervous  kind,  that  it 
was  thought  advifable  to  have  him  fent 
back  to  the  hofpital,  where  thefe  fymp- 
toms  very  foon  went  off,  and  he  walked 
about  apparently  well.  After  this  I 
never  faw  him,  but  was  credibly  in- 
formed he  did  not  long  continue  free 
from  the  moil  alarming  fymptoms,  and 
loft  the  ufe  of  his  right  arm,  where  his 
firft  complaint  was,  and  the  fight  of  his 
right  eye,  which  is  contrary  to  general 
obfervation,  that  when  paralytic  fymp- 
toms come  on  in  confequence  of  frac- 
tures of  the  fcull,  or  injuries  done  to  the 
encephalon,  they  appear  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide. 

“ As  every  circumftance  of  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary cafe  demands  notice,  I fhall 
ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  a 
Vol.  III.  E “ parti- 
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“ particular  account  of  its  event,  in  order 
“ to  tranfmit  it  to  you  *. 

“ The  day  after  our  fleet,  under  the 
££  command  of  admiral  Matthews,  who 
<e  fliould  have  been  better  fupported  by 
££  Leftock,  had  engaged  and  put  to  flight 
££  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
“ Spain,  the  wounded  were  fent  to  the 
“ hofpital  at  Port-Mahon,  where  our  fhip 
4£  was  left  for  reparation,  and  I had  the 
<£  opportunity  of  attending  and  drefling 
££  there  till  April, 

ci  In  this  hofpital  we  had  a great  variety 
“ of  cafes  in  refpedt  to  gun-fliot- wounds 
° and  compound  fradlures,  with  many 
“ amputations  of  courfe  from  fuch  acci- 

* No  farther  intelligence  could  be  obtained  in  this 
cafe. 

Monf.  le  Dran,  in  his  Treatife  bn  gun-fliot  wounds, 
relates  a cafe  of  a man’s  dying  luddenly  with  a ball 
lodged  upon  the  fella  turcica , a year  after  the  accident 
happened. 

dents 
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“ dents ; and  here  I recommended  the  ufe 
<(  of  your  retractor  and  method  of  ampu- 
“ tating  above  the  knee,  which  were 
u much  approved. 

“ As  to  compound  fradtures,  I mufl 

confefs  I faw  no  treatment  of  them  fo 
“ worthy  notice  as  I obferved  under  your 
“ care ; and  indeed  the  fuccefs  here  was 
**  but  very  indifferent,  which  is  the  cafe 
c<  in  general  in  hofpitals,  from  bad  air, 
“ &c.  particularly  in  military  hofpitals, 
“ where  requihte  accommodation  is  want- 
“ ing*. 

“ Some  extraordinary  incidents  in  two 
“ amputations  induce  me  to  give  you  fhort 
“ relations  of  them. 

“ A very  robuft,  healthy  young  man, 
“ had  a fhattered  arm  amputated  at  the 
“ fcapular  articulation,  by  the  hofpital 

* Obferve  what  Sir  John  Pringle  lays  concerning 
the  hofpital  fever,  &c.  in  his  moft  excellent  book  on 
Difeafes  of  the  Army,  which  alfo  contains  much  more 
ufeful  tnedical  knowledge  than  what  the  title  fpecifies,. 

E z “ furgeon. 
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furgcon,  and  the  artery  not  being  fe- 
“ cured  by  the  needle  and  ligature,  a via- 
<£  lent  haemorrhage  enfued  the  next  day  ; 
“ upon  which  accident  the  patient  fainted, 
“ and  it  was  thought  he  would  not  have 
“ revived.  When  the  dreffings  were  re- 
“ moved  no  bleeding  appeared,  and  the 
“ artery  had  lo  far  retraced  itfelf  that  the 
“ mouth  of  it  could  not  be  difeovered ; 
“ however,  a ftyptic  was  applied  by  guefs, 
c<  and  a comprefs  over  it,  having  a perfon 
“ appointed  to  make  conftant  p re ffure 
t(  upon  it.  Two  days  after,  when  it  was 
“ apprehended  there  was  no  danger  of  a 
“ return  of  the  bleeding,  the  artery  broke 
“ out  again,  and  then  the  patient  funk 
<f  irrecoverably  under  it,  before  it  was  dif- 
“ covered.  A melancholy  circumftance 
“ indeed  to  relate,  thus  to  have  a life  loft 
“ for  want  of  due  attention,  and  not  hav- 
“ ing  the  artery  effectually  fecured  by 
“ needle  and  ligature  at  firft  *. 

* See  a pertinent  cafe  in  Vol.  II.  concerning  an 
amputation,  wherein  I a {lifted  a very  able  and  experi- 
enced furgeon. 


< i 


The 


OBSERVATIONS.  53 

" The  other  cafe  was  alio  a compound 
<£  fra&ure  of  the  arm,  fo  near  the  joint 
“ that  the  furgeons  at  firft  determined  to 
<£  take  it  off  there ; but  on  farther  conli- 
££  deration,  it  was  refolved  to' amputate  it 
“ at  the  fractured  part ; previous  to  which 
££  a tape  was  paffed  with  a feton-needle 
££  through  the  internal  part  of  the  arm 
“ near  the  bone,  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  a 
££  tourniquet,  there  not  being  room  to 
££  affix  that.  The  tape  was  tied  fuffici- 
££  ently  ftrait  with  a bow-knot,  then  the 
<£  limb  was  amputated,  and  the  artery 
££  taken  up  in  the  ufual  'manner  with  the 
££  needle  and  ligature,  and  the  tape  with- 
£C  drawn.  This  patient  was  feized  with  a 
<£  bad  fever,  and  did  not  recover 

“ A ypung 

* 1 can,  by  preffiare  with  my  t^humb  upon  the 
little  pe&oral  mufcle,  juft  above  the  clavicle,  ftop  the 
courfe  of  the  blood  in  the  fubclavian  artery,  as  I have 
mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  p.  72,  and  fed, 

I believe  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  for  an  inge- 
nious mechanic  to  invent,  with  proper  inftructions,  a 
machine  for  this  purpofe,  by  which  means  the  opera- 
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“ A young  man  was  brought  to  this 
“ hofpital  during  my  attendance,  who  had 
“ his  bread;  trodden  upon,  about  half  a 
“ year  before,  by  a perfon,  very  forcibly, 

“ whence 

tion  might  be  performed  at  the  articulation,  with  as 
much  eafe  as  a common  amputation ; but  was  I to 
perform  the  operation,  and  had  an  affiflant  I could 
well  depend  upon,  I fhould  prefer  his  compreflion,  as 
mentioned  above,  for  obvious  reafons. 

In  an  amputation  below  the  knee,  I once  few  a large 
portion  of  a tendon  and  a nerve  included  in  the  liga- 
ture with  an  artery,  even  by  a furgeon  converfant  in 
operations ; in  confequence  of  which,  pain,  fpafms, 
and  a violent  fever  enfued  and  carried  off  the  patient, 
who  was  a good  fubje&r,  in  flrong  convulfions,  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation.  The  day  after  the  pati- 
ent’s death,  I had  an  opportunity,  with  fome  other 
furgeons,  of  examining  the  flump,  and  we  then  found 
the  ligature  upon  the  parts  as  defcribed.  An  ingeni- 
ous furgeon  told  me  fome  time  ago,  that  when  he  was 
a dreffing-pupil  in  an  hofpital,  he  was  an  eye-witnefs 
where  a ligature  remained  on  till  every  other  part  of 
the  flump  was  cicatrized,  which  could  not  be  removed 
without  making  a deep  incifion  to  difengage  it  from 
the  tendinous  parts,  about  which  it  was  tied  with  the 
artery. 

Thofe 
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**  whence  violent  fymptoms  enfued,  as 
<c  pain,  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  cough, 
“ fever,  &c.  notwithftanding  proper  care 
<c  had  been  taken  of  him  at  firfL  In  con- 

“ fequence 

Thofe  who  are  inclined  to  follow  Mr.  Aikin’s  ra- 
tional method  in  the  Appendix  to  Mr.  White’s  judi- 
cious Obfervations  in  Surgery,  by  making  ligatures  on 
the  large  arteries  with  forceps  in  amputations,  as  was 
formerly  done,  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconveni- 
encies  and  dangerous  confequences  juft  mentioned, 
fhould  be  particularly  careful  in  doing  it,  after  draw- 
ing out  the  veffels  to  a fufficient  length,  left  the  re- 
traction of  them  and  the  impulfe  of  the  blood  fhould 
throw  them  off.  Two  fatal  inftances,  for  want  of 
this  attention,  I well  remember  to  have  happened  more 
than  40  years  ago,  when  the  needle  was  feldom  ufed  : 
in  one  the  haemorrhage  was  fo  great,  that  the  patient 
expired  before  the  furgeon  could  get  to  him,  who 
lived  but  two  miles  off,  no  precaution  having  been 
taken  to  have  recourfe  to  the  tourniquet  upon  fuch  an 
incident ; and  the  other  patient  never  recovered  the 
immenfe  lofs  of  blood. 

With  the  fame  confiderations  and  views  of  thofe  in- 
genious gentlemen,  very  laudably  attentive  to  the  im- 
provement of  our  art,  I pradtifed  for  many  years,  much 
to  the  fatisfadlion  of  myfelf  and  other  furgeons,  the. 
method  mentioned  in  a note  in  Vol.  II. 
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fequence  of  this  injury,  a tumour  at 
length  appeared,  with  anoblcure  fluctu- 
ation of  a fluid,  being  much  confined 
“ by  the  peCtoral  mufcle;  however,  it  was 
“ determined  in  a confultation  to  open  it, 
“ and  an  aperture  was  made  with  an  im- 
“ pofihume-lancet,  very  properly  in  the 
“ depending  part,  without  any  appearance 
<s  of  matter,  only  upon  the  point  of  the 
“ inftrument,  the  mufcle  doling  the  ori- 
“ fice,  till  his  pofition  was  altered,  when 

By  drawing  the  artery  gently  out  a little  way  by  one 
edge  with  diffeCfing  forceps  made  rough,  or  with  very 
finall  teeth  for  obvious  reafons,  the  ligature  may  be 
eallly  conveyed  on  with  the  needle,  taking  in  only  a 
little  of  the  connecting  cellular  membrane  effectually 
to  prevent  its  flipping  off ; and  it  will  caufe  no  more 
pain  or  inconvenience  than  including  the  veffels  alone, 
which  fhould  be  tied  but  moderately  (trait.  At  the 
end  of  the  forceps  may  be  fuch  a tenaculum  as  is  re- 
commended by  Mr.  Aikin,  and  now  ufed  by  many 
furgeons,  though  the  common  hook  there  may  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  of  that  very  well. 

Either  of  thefe  methods,  and  the  application  at  firfl: 
of  the  mod  eafy  dreffing  and  bandage  with  the  lead 
degree  of  circular  preffure,  will  certainly  avert  many 
formidable  fymptoms  in  conference  of  amputations, 
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it  came  gufhing  out  in  a large  quantity; 
and  from  the  flatus,  &c.  it  evidently 
proceeded  from  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 
Upon  dilating  the  wound  a carious  rib 
was  difcovered,  and  about  two  inches  of 
it  immediately  extra  died,  entirely  fepa- 
rated  from  the  cartilage.  Towards  the 
concluflon  of  this  cure,  a rib  on  the 
other  fide  was  fradlured,  by  a violent  fit 
of  coughing,  yet  in  length  of  time  he 
recovered  of  this  too.  When  this  latter 
accident  happened  he  was  exceedingly 
emaciated,  and  four  lurgeons,  who 
ftridtly  examined  him,  were  unanimous 
in  opinion,  that  it  was  a complete  frac- 
ture. Before  the  former  accident  he 
was  healthy,  and  never  had  any  fpecific 
fymptoms  of  a venereal,  fcorbutic,  or 
fcrophulous  nature ; nor  did  any  fuch 
appear  now. 

<f  Mr.  Chrifiy,  fenior  furgeon  of  this 
hofpital,  allured  me,  that  he  knew  a 
gentleman  who  fradlured  a rib  by  violent 
exertion  in  coughing. 
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Prefuming  upon  the  farther  indulgence 
of  my  readers,  I fhall  proceed  to  infert  a 
few  fhort  extracts  from  the  letters  of  my 
correfpondent,  who  was  a diligent  inquirer 
and  obferver  ; concerning  the  fiate  of  phy- 
fic  and  furgery  in  feveral  places  abroad, 
&c.  adding  here  and  there  a note  occa- 
sionally, believing  they  will  not  prove  dis- 
agreeable, perhaps  not  altogether  unpro- 
fitable, to  thofe  I profefledly  thus  employ 
my  time  to  ferve : and  fhould  they  afford 
them  only  a little  entertainment,  promoting 
a fpirit  of  emulation  to  improve  fuch  hints 
to  their  advantage,  my  end  and  defign  will 
be  anfwered. 

• 

“ In  a cruife  into  the  Levant , I found 
“ no  phyficians  or  furgeons  in  any  repute 
“ at  Smyrna,  where  illnefs  detained  me 
<£  fome  time,  except  thofe  who  attended 
“ the  European  factories.  The  Mahome- 
“ tans,  being  fatalifls,  pay  very  little  re- 
“ gard  to  phyfic. 

“ When  I ufed  to  take  the  air  for  the 

recovery  of  my  health  in  the  environs  of 

“ this 
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« this  city,  on  horfeback,  very  awkwardly 
“ accoutred  indeed  in  conformity  to  the 
“ Turkifh  mode,  it  was  necelfary  to  be 
“ attended  by  a janizary  for  prote&ion,  as 
“ the  TurkiCh  robbers  generally  (hoot  the 
traveller  hrft,  and  then  rob  him. 

“ However,  notwithftanding  the  preva- 
“ lent  notion  of  the  ferocious  difpofition 
“ of  the  Turks,  I found  thofe  very  obliging 
“ who  ufed  to  vifit  our  factory,  where  I 
“ was  well  accommodated  during  my  flay 
“ at  Smyrna , they  ufed  to  invite  me  to 
walk  in  their  gardens,  prefenting  me 
“ with  fruit,  and  giving  other  teilimonies 
*c  of  civility  and  courteous  behaviour. 
“ There  feems  no  danger  of  living  among 
“ them,  if  we  do  not  concern  ourfelvea 
“ with  their  women  or  their  religion  ; but 
“ committing  any  acts  of  indifcretion  in 
“ thefe  points,  wherein  they  are  very 
“ jealous,  nice,  and  delicate,  would  pro- 
“ bably  excite  their  vengeance  with  fatal 
,f  conferences. 

/ 
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te  In  the  Grecian  iJJands  in  the  Archi - 
“ P(dago,  the  elephantiajisy  or  lepra  Grce- 
“ corum , ftill  prevails ; many  poor  mifer- 
“ able  objects  I there  beheld  in  this  can- 
“ dition. 

“ As  no  medical  perfons  by  profeffion 
“ now  dwell  in  thefe  illands,  fome  of  them 
“ hearing  that  Englifh  men  of  war  were 
“ upon  their  coaft,  came  on  board  our 
“ fhips,  and  almoft  every  one  of  them 
“ brought  a pullet  under  his  arm  to  offer 
“ as  a gratuity  for  our  advice.  Though 
“ our  humanity  was  exceedingly  affedted 
“ with  the  tyrannous  fubjedtion  they  la- 
<c  boured  under,  joined  with  the  moil  noi- 
“ fome  contumacious  difeafe,  yet  as  we 
<c  were  in  a perpetual  fluctuating  ftate, 
“ cruifing  in  quell  of  our  enemies,  that 
“ prevented  even  a poffibility  of  adminif- 
“ tering  to  them  any  relief  in  their-  com-. 
“ plicated  mifery  *. 

“ In 

* The  elephantiajls , or  lepra  Gracorum , which  is 

of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the  lepra  Arabian , is  reck- 
oned 
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“ In  this  cruife  I had  alfo  opportunities 
<«  of  vifiting  many  other  parts  of  ancient 
“ Greece , but  it  gave  me  inexpreffible  con- 
“ cern  to  refled:  upon  and  compare  their 

oned  among  the  incurable  difeafes  ; it  is  elegantly  de- 
scribed by  Aretaus  the  Cappadocian , Lib.  II.  Cap.  13. 
who  fays  it  is  fo  called  from  its  foul  afpedt  refembling 
the  elephant’s  fkin,  with  unequal  protuberances,  rough- 
nefs,  and  thicknefs  of  the  parts  having  clefts  and  chaps, 
j Pliny  fays  it  appeared  in  Italy  in  the  time  of  Pompey 
the  Great , who  thought  it  had  been  peculiar  to  the 
Egyptians. 

Lucretius  fays, 

Eft  elephas  morbus  qui  propter  flumina  Nili 

GigniturAigypto  in  Media,  neque  praeterea  ufquam. 

— Vid.  Profp.  Alpinum  de  Medicina  AEgyptiorum. — 
Galen  fpeaks  of  feeing  it  to  a great  degree  in  his 
time  at  Alexandria , in  which  univerfity  he  was  edu- 
cated, and  afterwards  refided  and  pra&ifed  at  Rome  in 
the  higheft  reputation. — It  is  obferved  to  be  lefs  fre- 
quent in  Germany , Scythia , and  the  cold  northern  re- 
gions than  in  hot  countries. — Amb.  Pare  fays  it  is  more 
in  Spain  and  Africa  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  w'orld, 
and  more  in  Languedoc , Guyenne , and  Provence , than 
in  all  France  befides. — Tovune  fays  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Caribbee  ijlands , both  the  white  people  and  the 
negroes,  are  very  fubjedl  to  this  difeafe,  but  that  it 

there 
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“ prefen t miferable  condition  in  abjedl  vaital  - 
“ age  and  flavery  under  the  Ottoman  govern- 
“ ment,  with  their  former  glorious  ftate ; 
“ even  Athens  itfelf , once  tranfcendently 

“ famoits 

there  generally  follows  fome  other  violent  diforder  ; or 
proceeds  from  living  upon  unwholefome  diet : and 
Dodtor  Dunbar , with  whom  I was  formerly  acquainted, 
fince  dead,  who  practifed  there,  confirmed  to  me  what 
Downe  has  written  upon  this  fubjedt. — Hughes , in  the 
lid  Book  of  his  excellent  Natural  Hiftory  of  Barba - 
does,  fpeaking  of  the  difeafes  of  this  and  the  adjacent 
ijlands , has  fomething  relating  to  this  matter  well 
worth  reading. 

An  ingenious  young  gentleman,  Mr.  Forfter,  bred 
in  Guy’s  hofpital,  and  fettled  now  in  London,  who 
was  furgeon  to  an  Eaji-Indiaman , lately  informed  me 
by  letter,  among  other  judicious  remarks,  what  he 
obferved  of  this  dreadful  difeafe  on  the  ‘Malabar  coajl, 
where  he  faw  feveral  miferable  creatures,  with  one  of 
their  legs  near  30  inches  in  circumference,  and  the 
foot  enlarged  in  proportion,  unattended  with  pain, 
though  fo  enormoufly  fwelled ; and  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  fays,  no  attempt  is  made  in  India  to 
cure  them. 

The  celebrated  Dodlor  Mead  has  made  inquiry  about 
this  matter ; fee  his  book  de  Medica  Sacra. — In  the 

Medical  Tranfattions  of  the  College  of  Phyftcians , Vol.  L 

Dr. 
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i(  famous  and  renowned  throughout  the 
44  world  for  being  the  feat  of  arts  and  fci- 
41  ences,  polite  literature  and  refined  policy, 
44  is  now  overwhelmed  with  barbarifm  and 

“ igno- 

j Dr.  Heberden , an  eminent  phyfician  at  Madeira , has 
communicated  the  hiftory  of  a cure  of  this  difeafe  by 
the  bark  in  a confirmed  and  inveterate  cafe,  and  fays 
he  has  found  it  fuccefsful  in  feveral  incipient  cafes.— 
See  in  the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries , 
Art.  18.  Vol.  I.  a letter  to  the  late  ingenious  and 
learned  Dolt  or  Clepbane , from  a phyfician  at  Aix , giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  leprofy , as  it  appears  in  the 
bofpital  called  St.  Lazare , which  has  been  eftablifhed 
for  time  immemorial  upon  the  coajl  of  Provence  in 
France. — Fid.  Celfum  de  Vitiliginis  Spcciebus , Lib.  V. 
Cap.  28.  et  Hicronymum  Mercurialem , who  has  written 
very  learnedly  upon  the  lepra  in  his  treatife  De  Morbis 
Cutaneis , wherein  he  mentions  many  of  the  earlieft 
writers  upon  this  difeafe,  which  is  confidered  by  the 
fyftematic  writers  of  the  larft  century,  as  one  of  the 
opprobria  medicorum , as  well  as  by  thofe  of  greater 
antiquity. 

As  we  have  the  leprofy  in  this  if  and  of  a temperate 
climate,  it  generally  appears  like  bran  upon  the  fkin, 
or  a dry  white  fcab,  more  frequently  found  upon  the 
elbows  and  knees  than  any  where  elfe,  though  no  part 
of  the  body  is  exempt  from  it. — Under  thefe  circum- 
stances I have  feen  more  good  done  by  a long  conti- 
nued 
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“ ignorance. — Strange  viciffitudes ! — Quts 
**  talia  faiido  temperet  a lacrymis  ? 

I have  collected  fome  natural  and  arti- 
ct  ficial  curiofities,  which  I hope  to  have 
<c  the  pleafure  of  entertaining  you  with, 
“ when  we  have  fubdued  our  enemies  *. 

“ We 

nued  and  regular  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  mere, 
fublimat.  corrofiv,  in  very  (mall  dofes,  than  by  any 
other  medicine,  drinking,  during  the  mercurial  courfe, 
very  liberally  of  a decoction  prepared  with  guaiacum, 
faflafras,  china  and  farfaparilla,  having  crude  antimony 
boiled  in  it,  loofely  tied  up  in  a piece  of  cloth  ; taking 
now  and  then  a lenient  purge,  and  ufing  a warm  bath. 
I have  alfo  experienced  the  good  effedts  of  this  lini- 
ment. 

R pic  is  liquid.  3 ifs. 

Ung.  e.  Jlorib.  jambuc-i  J iv. 

Lixiv.  tart.  3 i.  m.  bis  in  die  applic.  calidd 
tnanu. 

I have  alfo  feen  fingularly  good  effects  from  the  Chel- 
tenham waters,  not  only  in  this  but  in  fome  other 
obftinate  cutaneous  complaints  ; and  lately  in  a very 
striking  inftance,  wherein  many  other  powerful  me- 
thods proved  inefficacious. 

* Upon  my  friend’s  return  from  this  cruife,  through 
tfie  carelcffiiefs  of  the  perfons  employed  to  careen  the 

flup 
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**  We  took  feveral  French  prizes  in  this 
“ cruife,  in  one  of  which  was  a merchant 
“ who  had  been  upon  bulinefs  to  Mecca , 
“ not  as  a pilgrim.  He  made  me  a pre- 
**  ■ fent  of  a pint  bottle  of  true  half  am  of 
“ Mecca , as  a grateful  acknowledgment, 
“ for  fome  fervices  I rendered  him  in  my 
“ profeffion,  having  nothing  elfe  left  to 
“ give.  He  was  a very  polite,  well  bred, 
“ fenfible  man,  and  entertained  me  in  an 
“ agreeable  manner  upon  various  occur- 
“ rences  and  fubjedls  relative  to  what  he 
“ had  obferved  there,  and  in  many  other 
<f  parts  of  the  world. 

“ For  the  honour  of  the  EnHifn  na- 

O 

f<  tion,  I can  allure  you,  that  our  prifoners 
“ were  always  treated  with  great  huma- 
“ nity,  &c. 

There  is  an  odd  kind  of  language, 
“ mere  jargon,  called  Lingua  Franca , 

Ihip  in  Vado-Bay,  fhe  was  funk  and  lay  under  water 
fome  time,  by  which  unfortunate  accident  he  loft  fome 
of  his  moft  valuable  curiofities. 

Yol.  III.  F i(  which 
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44  which  is  fpokcn  in  the  Levant , com- 
“ poled  of  Italian , French , and  Spanijh : 

44  and  it  is  alfo  the  common  language  in 
“ almofl  all  the  maritime  towns  in  the 
44  Mediterranean ; hence  it  is  necelTary  to 
44  be  acquainted  with  it  in  thefe  deftina- 
4‘  tions.  It  is  not  taught  grammatically ; 
“ but  I loon  acquired  enough  of  it  by  con- 
4 4 verfation  to  lerve  my  purpofe. 

44  Upon  our  return  from  this  cruife  into 
44  the  Mediterranean , while  fome  of  the 
44  fleet  lay  near  Leghorn , I was  defired, 
44  with  other  furgeons,  to  vifit  a Scotch 
44  furgeon  of  character,  who  was  fettled 
44  there,  in  order  to  confult  about  a tumour 
44  upon  his  bread;  of  the  glandular  kind  * ; 
44  and  it  was  our  unanimous  opinion,  that 
44  it  lhould  be  fpeedily  extirpated,  as  it  had 
44  a threatning  cancerous  tendency ; but  in 
44  this  very  populous  town,  an  expert  fur- 

* A few  years  ago  my  opinion  was  afked  in  a fimilar 
cafe  ; but  the  gentleman,  who  had  lived  very  intem- 
perately,  would  not  fubmit  to  the  operation,  and  died 
miferably. 

44  geon 
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“ geon  was  not  to  be  found  to  perform  the 
“ operation,  and  he  was  obliged  to  take 
“ a journey  to  Florence  on  this  account, 
•£  more  than  40  miles  from  hence;  in 
££  which  fine  and  large  city  and  univerfity, 
“ the  capital  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tuf- 
££  cany’s  dominions,  many  high  charafters 
<£  in  both  branches  of  the  medical  art  re- 
£<  fide. — The  river  Arno  adds  greatly  to 
££  the  beauty  of  this  elegant  town. 

<£  I have  had  the  honour  of  attending 
££  an  officer  of  high  rank  and  character  in 
££  the  army  twice  to  Rome , which  journies 
“ afforded  me  great  pleafure,  and  gave  me 
££  opportunities  of  inquiring  into  the  p're- 
<e  fent  ftate  of  phyfic  and  furgeryin  Italy ; 
“ but  I was  extremely  concerned  to  find 
<£  the  medical  art  there  not  in  the  repute  it 
££  was  formerly. 

££  Since  the  fall  of  the  Salernian- School , 
££  only  Bologna  and  Padua  are  in  credit  for 
£C  the  fludy  of  this  fcience,  where  there 
££  are  fome  eminent  profeffors ; and  at  the 

F 2 £C  latter 
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“ latter  univerfity  the  great  Morgagni 
“ preiides,  and  fupports  the  reputation  of 
“ it  with  dignity. 

“ I could  not  underftand,  that  even  at 
V Rome  itfelf  there  are  any  phyficians  who 
€t  now  remarkably  diftinguifh  themfelves, 
“ where  the  illuftrious  Baglivi  once  ffiined 
“ as  a Star  of  the  firft  magnitude. 

“ That  brave  officer  who  honoured  me 

“ with  his  friendship,  was  thought  to  be 
the  beft  engineer  in  the  army ; and  when 
“ he  was,  fome  time  after  my  attending 
“ him  to  Rome,  appointed  to  condud:  theex- 
“ pedition  again  ft.  Pondicherry  which  proved 
“ unfuccefsful,  he  preffed  me  to  attend  him 
“ as  furgeon  to  the  train  of  artillery,  with 
“ the  profped  of  being  enriched  by  the 
“ fpoils  of  our  enemies;  but  I declined  the 
<e  offer,  fearing  the  climate  would  not  agree 
“ with  me,  as  I had  been  fubjed  to  a 
“ fpitting  of  blood  in  the  Levant,  &c. 
4<  Vain  are  the  hopes  and  expedations  of 
<<  mortals  ! Upon  the  firft  attack  a 

chain- 
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“ chain- fhot  deprived  this  hero  of  both  his 
“ legs  and  life,  leaving  much  to  fame,  and 
44  unhappily  no  perfon  properly  qualified  to 
44  fill  his  poft. 

44  After  my  delightful  excurfions  to 
44  Rome , our  fhip  being  ftationed  in  the 
44  Mediterranean  near  the  ijland  of  Sardinia, 
“ it  was  appointed  to  carry  the  king  of  Sar- 
44  dinias  archbifop  to  his  fee  at  Cagliari, 
44  whom  we  found  a very  agreeable  affable 
44  man,  about  30  years  of  age. 

44  Stormy  weather  and  adverfe  winds 
44  made  our  voyage  tedious,  but  then  it 
<c  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  enjoying 
“ much  more  entertaining  and  ufeful  con- 
“ verfation  with  his  lordfhip,  in  the  moft 
“ pleafing  and  familiar  manner,  which  fell 
principally  to  my  fhare ; as  I happened 
“ to  be  almofl  the  only  perfon  who  fpoke 
4 4 French  tolerably,  which  he  fpoke  in 
44  perfedion,  and  alfo  the  Latin  tongue 
44  fluently;  but  he  chofe  to  converfe  in 
44  French.  In  the  courfe  of  our  conver- 

F 3 44  fation 
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“ fation  upon  various  fubjeCts  he  informed 
“ me,  that  he  believed  there  were  not 
“ many  conlpicuous  characters  among  the 
“ phyficians  or  furgeons  even  at  Turin,  the 
<c  capital  of  the  king  of  Sardinia’s  do- 
“ minions, 

“ Soon  after  this,  when  we  lay  off  Genoa , 
“ Sir  'John  Sinclair , a Scotch  gentleman, 
“ one  of  the  king  of  Sardinia's  officers, 
“ came  on  board  our  ffiip,  to  afk  my 
<c  opinion  concerning  a complaint  of  his 
“ arm,  &c.  and  conhdering  his  ftation 
“ and  character,  I thought  it  prudent  to 
“ advife  a confuitation ; and  Genoa  being 
“ the  neared:  large  town,  thither  I attended 
“ him  on  this  account ; but  the  faculty 
<f  there,  in  neither  branch,  fe^med  to  fnine 
“ in  their  profeffion, 

<c  This  gentleman's  cafe  was  more  chi- 
“ rurgical  than  phyfical ; the  method  I 
“ propofed  in  confuitation  was  put  in 
“ praClice,  and  happily  fucceeded,  in  per- 
<<  feCtly  curing  this  gallant  officer  in  a 
c ffiort 
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fhort  time,  who  entertained  no  high 
opinion  of  the  Genoefe  iEfculapii : and, 
indeed,  thole  who  had  attended  him  be- 
fore in  the  army  had  not  treated  the  cafe 
judicioully. 

“ In  this  city  is  a large  hofpital,  which 
I vilited  attentively.  It  is  neither  well 
built  nor  under  good  regulation  and  go- 
vernment, nor  is  the  practice  exemplary; 
and  indeed  I faw  none  that  pleafed  me  in 
Italy  either  in  conftru&ion  or  otherwife. 
The  bedheads  are  made  of  iron,  that 
they  may  not  harbour  bugs;  it  is  the  only 
thing  worth  notice  in  this  houfe,  which 
is  neither  properly  ventilated  nor  kept 
clean. 

“ I fuppofe  I could  not  omit  acquaint- 
ing you  among  other  occurrences  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  with  my  going  upon 
the  expedition  intended  for  the  bom- 
bardment of  Naples  ; of  which  lcene  of 
deftru&ion  the  Neapolitans  have  parti- 
cular reafon  to  be  horribly  afraid,  as  the 

F 4 “ houfes 
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“ houfes  in  general  are  flat-roofed  and 
“ much  expofed.  When  the  mortars 
“ were  elevated  and  ready  to  play,  waiting 
“ only  for  the  flgnal,  in  conjunction  with 
‘ canonading,  a grandee  came  on  board  our 
* commodore’s  fliip,  and  acceded  to  arti- 
“ cles,  which  were  loon  after  broken ; fo 
“ was  this  grand  deflgn  fruitrated. 

“ I very  much  wilhed  for  the  opportu- 
c<  nity  of  vifiting  this  famous  city,  which 
<s  makes  the  molt  fplendidand  magnificent 
“ appearance  to  the  fea  of  any  in  the 
world,  the  fuperb  buildings  gradually 
“ riling  to  a ftupendous  height  in  the  form 
“ of  a crefcent  like  an  amphitheatre  from 
“ the  fhore,  which  I could  defcry  with  my 
“ glafles  ; and  really  I could  not  view  Inch 
cf  a delightful  place,  and  think  of  its  im- 
“ pending  devaflation,  without  having  my 
“ mind  filled  with  concern,  though  in  a, 
“ flate  of  hoflility : and  the  inhabitants 
“ were  then  threatened  with  an  eruption 
“ from  mount  Vefuvius,  &c.  Here  I faw 

((  flames 
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« flames  proceeding  from  the  volcano  at 
“ Stromboli. 

“ The  plan  I hinted  to  you  in  a former 
“ letter,  which  I purpofed  to  follow  upon 
“ the  conclufion  of  the  war,  was,  firft  to 
“ attend  a due  time  in  London  to  every 
“ thing  relative  to  our  profeflion  as  I did; 
“ and  conclude  my  long  peregrination  with 
an  excurfion  to  Paris.  In  confequence 
“ of  this  refolution,  I embarked  on  board 
et  a fmall  fhip  in  the  Thames  bound  for 
t(  Havre  de  Grace,  intending  to  vifit  the 
<c  celebrated  Monf.  Le  Cat,  furgeon  to  the 
“ hotel-dieu  at  Rouen  in  Normandy  in  my 
“ way  to  Paris , 

“ Neither  our  fhip  nor  mariners  were 
“ of  the  belt  kind,  and  foon  after  we  got 
“ into  the  channel  a moil  violent  florm 
“ arofe,  proving  of  long  duration,  and  I 
“ never  thought  myfelf  in  near  fo  much 
“ danger  but  once  before,  which  v/as  in 
“ the  gulph  of  Lyons.  I happened  from 
“ long  experience,  to  be  well  acquainted 

“ with 
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“ with  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  for 
“ out*  prefervation  in  this  didrefs,  and 
“ wrought  truly  for  my  life,  which  ani- 
“ mated  the  mariners  to  do  their  duty  and 
“ not  defpair  ; by  which  means,  after  very 
“ great  fatigue  and  difficulty,  we  gained  the 
**  dedined  port. 

“ As  foon  as  I recovered  from  my  late 
<e  fatigue,  I went  from  Havre  de  Grace 
*(  directly  to  Rouen , where  I was  received 
“ with  great  politenefs  and  civility  by 
te  Monf.  Le  Cat , with  whom  I daid  fome 
*<  days.  He  ffiowed  me  many  anatomical 
“ and  other  curioiities  ; but  what  pleafed 
“ me  mod  of  all  was  the  neatnefs,  with  the 
“ good  government  and  practice  of  the 
“ hofpital  where  he  prefided,  who  is  an 
excellent  anatomifl,  furgeon,  and  ope- 
“ rator.  His  merit  has  been  didinguilhed 
“ by  having  a doctor’s  degree  conferred 
“ upon  him ; and  he  has  edabliffied  an 
academy  in  his  own  houie,  to  which 
“ many  dudents  refort.  Few  have  made 
« themfelves  fo  confpicuous  in  reipecd  to 

“ litera- 
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literature  and  the  fciences,  as  well  as  in 
“ his  profefiion,  as  he  has  done;  which  his 
“ publications  upon  various  fubjeds 
“ evince. 

“ Upon  my  departure  from  Rouen , 
“ which  was  with  no  fmall  regret,  I pro- 
“ ceeded  to  Paris  up  the  river  Seyne,  in  a 
“ barge  well  accommodated.  This  river 
“ in  its  courfe  forms  many  beautiful  little 
“ iflands,  and  the  adjacent  country  on 
“ each  fide  of  it  being  delightfully  pic- 
“ turefque,  made  the  paflage  very  agree- 
“ able, 

“ I have  now  redded  at  Paris  a confi- 
“ derable  time,  clofely  engaged  in  purfuits 
“ for  farther  improvement  in  my  profef- 
“ lion,  which  were  the  motives  that 
“ brought  me  hither. 

“ I find  that  forgery  here  is  fiill  more 
“ regarded  than  phyfic,  though  many  emi- 
“ nent  phyficians  are  now  to  be  found  in 

this  fine  city,  where  arts  and  fciences 

“ are 


7^  -MEDICAL 

“ are  cultivated  and  flourifh  under  royal 
“ patronage  *. 

“ The  furgeons  are  excellent  and  dex- 
“ terous  operators,  and  in  general  men  of 
“ learning ; but  I cannot  approve  their 
“ practice  of  applying  to  the  wounds  im- 
“ mediately  after  amputations,  &c.,  eau  de 

vie,  i.  e.  brandy,  as  ardent  fpirits  obflrudt 
“ digeflion ; and  from  this  application  I 
“ have  obferved  bad  confequences  -f*. 

* For  Tome  centuries  great  contentions  and  animo- 
fities  were  kept  up  fucceflively  from  age  to  age,  be- 
tween the  phyficians  and  furgeons  at  Paris  as  fully  ap- 
pears in  the  Hi ftoire  de  VOrigine  & des  Pr ogres  de  la 
Chirurgie  en  France , publifhed  upon  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris. 

+ In  the  laft  fixteen  amputations  which  I performed, 
d re  fling  the  flumps  in  the  plain,  eafy,  Ample  manner 
defcribed  in  Vol.  II.,  I did  not  lofe  one  patient  j 
and  in  general  no  threatening  fymptoms  fupervencd. 
Since  my  infirmities  obliged  me  to  defift  from  the  ope- 
rative part  of  furgery,  I have  been  concerned  in  many 
fuch  operations,  wherein  that  treatment  was  attended 
with  the  fame  happy  fuccefs.  Thefe  confiderations 
make  me  think  highly  of  the  method,  which  I have 
ftrongly  recommended  to  my  brethren. 


“ The 
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“ The  botel-dieu , the  largeft,  and,  per- 
<c  haps,  the  word:  built  and  governed 
“ hofpital  in  Europe,  is  fituated  near  the 
tc  centre  of  this  great  and  populous  city  ; 
“ into  it  are  annually  admitted  about 
“ 20,000  patients,  out  of  which  at  leafl  a 
“ fixth  part  generally  dies.  It  is  not  to  be 
“ wondered  that  there  fhould  be  fuch 
<f  mortality,  confidering  what  numbers  are 
“ crowded  together  in  bad  wards,  and  often 
c<  four  or  more  in  one  bad  bed ; whence 
“ the  air  they  breathe  mud:  be  corrupted 
“ to  fuch  a degree,  by  effluvia  from  their 
“ morbid  bodies,  as  to  prove  very  deftruc- 
<c  tive,  and  in  a manner  peftilential  +. 

x This  hofpital  having  lately  been  burnt,  may  be 
confulered  as  an  happy  accident  for  probably  the  king 
of  France  will  have  the  inconveniences,  very  juflly 
complained  of,  remedied  in  rebuilding  it,  which  will 
well  recompence  the  lofs  by  preferving  the  lives  of  his 
poor  fubjedfs. 

I have  been  credibly  informed,  that  the  largeft  and 
moll  magnificent  llrudfure  for  an  hofpital  in  Europe  is 
built  or  building  at  Lifbon,  upon  a plan  drawn  by  Mr. 
Carr  a famous  architedl  at  York;  for  which  the  king 
of  Portugal  rewarded  him  with  princely  liberality. 


It 
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“ It  is  quite  otherwife  in  the  hofpital  de 
“ Id  cbarite,  where  1 chiefly  attend ; here 
“ not  more  than  about  one  in  twenty  dies. 
4t  This  is  well  ventilated,  kept  neat  and 
“ clean,  and  every  thing  in  good  order, 
“ under  the  regulation  and  management 
<e  principally  of  Monf.  Faget , a furgeon  of 
“ great  eminence,  and  a very  humane,  well 
“ bred,  polite  gentleman : and  forry  I am 
“ to  tell  you,  that  is  not  the  character  of 

“ Monf.  B u,  fenior  furgeon  of  the 

“ hotel- dieu : he  is  morofe,  and  feems  to 
“ want  the  neceflary  feelings  of  humanity. 

“ I vifit  this  hofpital  only  upon  parti- 

cular  occalions,  for  many  reafons,  efpe- 
“ cially  on  account  of  the  multitude  of 
“ barbers  gar^ons  who  flock  hither;  mak- 
<£  ing  the  attendance  very  difagreeable,  as 
“ well  as  the  very  early  hour  at  which  the 
<£  furgeons  here  do  their  bufinefs. 


<( 

<( 


1 Here  are  two  other  well-regulated 
lofpitals,  which  I frequently  vifit;  in 
of  them  the  great  Monf.  Morand 


(f 


pre- 


one 
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« prefides;  in  the  other  Monf.  Louis  is 
“ furgeon,  a young  man  of  a very  promif- 
« ing  genius,  whole  courfe  of  operations  I 
“ now  attend.  This  has 'given  me  a fair 
“ opportunity  of  mentioning  to  him  the 
“ ule  of  your  retra&or  and  iuccefsful  me- 
“ thod  of  amputation  above  the  knee,  in 
“ order  to  prevent  a projection  of  the  end 
“ of  the  bone  to  which  he  adverted  *. 

* I have  had  ample  and  fatisfactory  experience  of  this 
method  for  more  than  30  years  in  patients. of  my  own 
and  thofeof  other  furgeons,  to  convince  me  of  the  utility 
and  advantage  of  it  in  preventing  a conical  flump. — See 
my  cafes  and  remarks  relative  to  amputations  inVol.II. 

Dodtor  Kirkland,  of  Afhby  de  la  Zouch  in  Leicefter- 
fhire,  faid  in  a letter  to  me  lately.  “ I have  had  op- 
tc  portunities  of  fhowing  feveral  furgeons  in  this  and  the 
“ neighbouring  county,  your  method  of  amputating 
ct  above  the  knee  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  a 
“ conical  ftump,  with  which  they  are  very  much 
“ pleafed.” — And  I have  the  pleafure  to  obferve  the 
like  advantage  from  this  practice  in  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  hofpital,  where  Mr.  White’s  improved  me- 
thod of  amputating  the  leg  with  the  flap  promifes 
fuccefs. 

“ I now 
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“ I now  alfo  diligently  attend  the  public 
“ ledtures  at  St.  Come,  given  by  Monf. 
“ Puzos,  upon  midwifery  and  fomedifeafes 
“ peculiar  to  women,  in  the  mod:  judicious 
<£  manner. 

t 

“ I am  very  happy  in  being  perfonally 
“ acquainted  with  this  eminent  man.  I 
“ have  taken  down  the  heads  of  his  lectures 
<£  in  writing,  intending  to  put  them,  into 
££  fome  better  order  at  my  leifure  (having 
££  now  much  upon  my  hands),  to  fhow  you, 
<£  when  I have  the  pleafure  of  paying  my 
££  refpedts  to  you  in  Norfolk.  In  mid- 
<£  wifery,  I think,  he  excels  Monf.  Gregoire, 
££  who  has  long  been  a celebrated  teacher 
££  of  this  art  at  Paris,  whofe  lectures  I have 
££  alfo  attended  •f*. 

Some 

Since  the  death  of  Monf . Puzos  his  valuable  Works 
had  been  publilhed  in  Quarto,  by  Monf.  Morlfot  Def- 
landes  D.  R.  de  la  Faculty  deM'edecine  de  Paris ; in  which 
are  contained  three  excellent  diflertations  concerning 
depofitions  of  milk  in  lying-in  women,  and  the  great 
fwellings  often  attending  their  thighs  and  legs  in  that 
fituation,  refembling  thofe  of  an  anafarcous  nature, 

which 


OBSERVATIONS. 


8 I 


Some  remarks  and  conf derations  relative  to  the 
performance  of  amputation  above  the  knee , 
by  the  Jingle  circular  incijion . 

In  April  1774,  I was  joined  in  conful- 
tation  with  feveral  other  furgeons,  in  the 
cafe  of  a lad  about  1 5 years  of  age,  belong- 
ing to  the  Belchamp-houfe  of  induff:  ry  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk.  The  propriety  of 
amputation  was  indifputable,  and  the  fingle 
inftead  of  the  double  incifion,  which  I 
propofed  to  the  confideration  of  my  bre- 
thren, was  unanimouily  affented  to  and  per- 
formed in  the  following  manner. 

After  drawing  up  the  teguments  as  far 
as  poffible,  fixing  them  tight  and  very 


which  have  not  been  confidered  fufRciently,hy  any  oth 
writer,  as  far  as  I can  recollect. 

Thofe  furgeons  and  accoucheurs  who  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  language,  have  reafon  to  with 
for  a good  Englifh  tranflation  of  this  very  ufeful  practical 

book. 

VOL.  III. 
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exactly  with  a narrow  band  *,  before  ftrait- 
ening  the  tourniquet-ligature,  the  operation 
was  performed  by  Mr.  Revans,  of  Halef- 
worth,  who  made  the  incifion  quick  and 
dexteroufly,  with  great  exadtnefs,  quite 
round  to  the  bone,  refolutely  at  once,  rather 
lower  pofteriorly  and  internally,  than  ante- 
riorly and  externally,  as  the  band  diredted, 
confidering  the  different  attachments  of  the 
mufcles ; which  were  then  carefully  dif- 
fered from  the  periofteum,  and  drawn  up 
with  the  retradlor,  as  formerly  defcribed,  fo 
that  after  the  ufe  of  the  faw,  the  end  of  the 
bone  was  concealed  full  two  inches  in  the 
mufcles 

This 

* The  band  may  be  about  an  inch  broad,  made  of 
firm  linen  cloth,  or  thin  leather  fpread  with  common 
plafter  ; and  in  order  to  increafe  its  power,  it  may  have 
a flit  in  the  middle,  and  be  ufed  like  the  uniting- 
bandage. 

/ 

f See  chapter  upon  amputations  in  Vol.  II.  and 
what  Monf.  Louis  fays  upon  this  fubjedt  in  the  Mein, 
de  V Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurgie , Tom.  II.  & IF.  in  the 
latter  of  which  this  eminent  furgeon  mentions  his  hav- 
ing had  compreflions  fucceflively  made,  upon  the  crural 

artery 
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This  manner  of  operating  fucceeded  to 
our  wifh,  leaving  a flat  even  flump,  which 
was  completely  cicatrized  in  lefs  than  two 
months,  having  had  but  little  exfoliation 
from  the  bone,  as  Mr.  Revans  informed 
me ; and  fince  that  he  has  alfo  allured  me 
it  is  the  befl  flump  he  has  ever  feen, 
afcribing  it  to  the  manner  of  amputating, 
and  the  treatment  afterwards. 

The  following  method  in  this  cafe  was 
ufed  to  keep  down  the  teguments  and 
mufcles  during  the  cure  of  the  flump, 
which  I have  pradlifed  more  than  forty 
years,  much  to  my  own  fatisfadlion,  and  the 
approbation  of  many  of  my  brethren. 

As  foon  as  the  tenfion  was  over,  and  the 
wound  well  digefled,  I ufed  to  apply  a cir- 

artery  in  the  inguen,  in  fome  amputations  that  he 
performed,  where  there  was  not  room  to  apply 
the  tourniquet  ,to  the  thigh.  The  celebrated  Monf. 
Petit  many  years  ago  preferved  the  life  of  a nobleman, 
by  inventing  a machine  to  ferve  fuch  a purpofe,  on 
account  of  an  haemorrhage  happening  twenty-one  days 
after  amputation  of  his  thigh  higher  up  than  ordi- 
nary. 

G 2 
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cular  plaflcr,  moderately  adhefive,  four  or 
five  inches  broad,  with  great  exaCtnefs,  and 
fufficiently  ftrait  down  near  to  the  edge  of 
the  wound ; and  then  affix  to  the  whole 
breadth  of  it,  at  due  diftances,  fix  or  eight 
ftraps  of  the  fame  kind  of  plafter  of  fuitable 
dimenfions,  with  flits  in  half  of  them  for 
their  oppofites  to  be  palled  through,  over 
the  neceffary  dreffings,  and  an  eafy  well 
adapted  comprefs  of  a fufficient  thicknefs, 
having  a piece  of  ftiff  paper  placed  on  the 
outfide  of  it,  in  order  to  increafe  their  power, 
or  make  the  purchafe  the  greater,  and  the 
preffure  more  regular ; directing  an  afliftant 
to  thruft  gently  and  evenly  down,  with  both 
his  hands,  the  teguments  and  mufcles, 
while  I drew  the  ftraps  properly  ftrait  at 
difcretion,  and  fecured  the  ends  of  them 
when  reflected,  with  a narrower  circular 
plafter ; all  which  could  be  eafily  removed, 
and  occafionally  renewed,  at  the  time  of 
drefting,  letting  the  other  circular  plafter 
remain  without  renewal,  as  long  as  its  ad- 
hefion  effectually  anfwered  the  purpofe. 
After  having  proceeded  in  this  manner,  I 

generally 
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generally  found  a knit  cap  fufficient  with- 
out any  other  bandage : and  from  the 
great  utility  of  this  method,  experienced  in 
many  inftances,  I ought  not  to  have  omit- 
ted the  recommendation  of  it,  when  I made 
fome  remarks  upon  amputation  in  a former 
publication. 

This  is  not  the  only  inftance  in  which  I 
have  had  good  reafon  to  approve  the  fingle 
incifion  ; and  fhould  it  be  found  by  fufii- 
cient  experience  to  anfwer  the  end,  in  ge- 
neral, but  as  well  as  the  double,  in  prevent- 
ing a conical  Hump  *,  as  mentioned  in 
the  fecond  volume,  it  will  indifputably 
demand  the  preference ; and  though  from 
what  I have  obferved,  there  felaom  is 
much  projection  of  the  bone  attending  the 


* I have  been  informed,  by  good  authority,  that  a 
refedtion  of  the  bone  is  no  uncommon  practice  at  Paris 
to  remedy  this  inconvenience.  My  information  came 
by  letter  from  Mr.  Elfe,  one  of  the  eminent  furgeons  of 
St.  1 homas’s  hofpital  in  London,  and  his  from  Monf. 
Chopart,  a Parifian  academift,  when  he  vifited  him  in 
London  lately. 
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double  incifion  when  properly  made,  and 
the  cure  of  the  wound  judicioully  conducted, 
yet  I have  fometimes  obferved,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  utmoft  care,  judgment  and  at- 
tention of  the  furgeon,  fome  appearance  of 
want  of  mufcular  fubftance,  to  form  a 
regular  well-fhaped  ftump : and  as  very 
ftrait  bandage  interrupts  the  circulation, 
that  fhould  be  avoided,  by  all  means,  in  the 
cure  of  the  wound  after  either  method  of 
amputating,  for  obvious  reafons  requiring 
no  explanation,  as  it  obflrudts  nutrition. 

# 

. pThe  condition  of  the  patient,  the  flate  of 
the  limb,  and  .the  part  of  it  where  the 
operation  is  fometimes  found  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  performed,  with  other  concur- 
ring circumftances  and  contingences,  may 
prevent  the  formation  of  a good  ftump 
finder  the  moft  fldlful  management,  whe- 
ther the  tingle  or  double  incifion  is  prac- 
tifed,  according  as  the  furgeon  may  find 
r:afon  to  determine  his  choice,  by  duly 
exercifing  his  judgment  in  this  nice  point*. 

k 

* See  Vol.  II.  upon  amputation. 
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Confidering  the  different  degrees  of  at- 
tachment and  adhefion  of  the  mufcles,  by 
the  intervention  of  cellular  membrane,  if 
kept  firmly  together,  with  the  narrowband 
as  has  been  defcribed,  it  is  evident  they  will 
be  more  evenly  and  regularly  divided,  by 
the  fingle  than  by  the  double  incifion  3 for, 
upon  irritation  when  the  mufcles  are  laid 
bare,  from  the  nature  of  their  fibres,  ftimu- 
lated  by  any  means,  they  will  contract, 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  their  different 
attachments  and  degrees  of  irritability,  pre- 
venting an  even  feftion,  if  the  incifion  is 
not  at  once  made,  as  expeditioufly  and  in- 
ftantaneoufly  as  poffible  *. 


* See  two  Diflertations  lately  publifhed  by  my  very 
worthy  friend  Do&or  Kirkland,  of  Afhby  de  la  Zouch  ; 
the  one  on  the  brain  and  nerves,  and  the  other  on  the 
fympathy  of  die  nerves  and  irritability. 

I am  inclined  to  think,  and  not  ideally  without  the 
authority  of  experience,  that  amputation  below  the  knee 
by  the  fingle  incifion  may  alfo  be  found  preferable,  bb- 
ferving  what  has  been  mentioned,  and  cutting  the 
gaftrocnemius  mufcle  a little  lower  than  the  other 
mufcles,  as  Mr.  Sharp,  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments 
oi  our  profeilion,  directs  in  his  operations. 
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In  the  preceding  cafe  we  obferved  a di- 
vision of  the  femoral  artery,  the  branches  of 
equal  fizc  running  parallel,  and  fo  near 
together,  as  to  be  included  in  one  ligature 
with  the  needle,  taking  care  to  avoid  the 
nerve,  after  railing  them  up  with  the  dif- 
fering forceps,  by  a fmall  portion  of  the 
connecting  cellular  membrane ; and  here 
we  found  no  occafion  to  take  up  any  other 
vefiel.  This  makes  the  third  inftance  in 
amputations  of  the  thigh,  in  which  I have 
obferved  fuch  a lufus  naturae  in  the  arterial 
fyftem*,  attended  with  the  fame  circum- 
ftances ; hence  I am  induced  to  think  it  not 
improbable  to  have  often  happened,  though 
I do  not  find  it  has  been  noticed  by  any  other 
furgeon,  This  remark  may  prove  of 
fome  practical  ufe,  as  I have  hinted  in 
Vol.  I.  p.  72,  in  refpeCt  to  aneurifms  in 
the  thigh, 

* Thefc  appearances  were  particularly  remarked  by 
many  other  furgeons  who  attended  the  operations  belides 
myfelf. 
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Concerning  aneurifms  in  the  thigh. 

It  might  indeed  reafonably  be  feared,  as 
there  generally  is  no  divifion  in  the  trunk 
of  the  femoral  artery,  as  has  been  obferved, 
that  the  collateral  and  communicating 
branches  fhould  not  enlarge  fufficiently,  by 
the  projectile  or  impelling  force  of  the 
blood,  to  carry  on  the  circulation,  and  pre- 
ferve  the  life  and  ufe  of  the  limb,  after  the 
operation  for  an  aneurifm  in  this  part. 
This  point  feems  worthy  of  particular  in- 
veftigation,  confederation,  and  attention ; 
and  it  proved  the  fubjeCt  of  fome  contro- 
verfy  lately,  in  the  cafe  of  an  aneurifm 
about  four  inches  above  the  knee  of  a man 
upwards  of  thirty  years  of  age,  healthy  in  all 
other  refpeCts,  which  was  fuppofed,  from 
the  patient’s  account,  to  proceed  from  a fall 
a year  before.  When  my  opinion  was 
a feed,  I faw  no  material  objection,  all  things 
maturely  confidered,  againft  attempting 

the 
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the  operation.  Some  months  after  there 
appeared  no  hopes  of  fucceeding  by  it,  and 
fcarce  any  of  faving  the  patient’s  life  by  the 
lofs  of  his  limb,  as  one  of  the  furgeons  con- 
cerned in  the  confultation  informed  me. 

After  due  deliberation  and  precaution, 
fhould  an  operation  of  this  nature,  very 
precarious  in  its  event,  be  undertaken 
without  the  fuccefs  which  Mr.  Lellie,  an 
eminent  furgeon  at  Cork  in  Ireland,  had, 
as  appears  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Philofopbical  Commentaries,  Numb.  VI. 
P.  176,  § 2.  the  furgeon  ought  by  no 
means  to  incur  cenfure,  after  having  taken 
all  prudent  and  rational  meafures  to  pre- 
ferve  his  patient’s  limb,  and  defend  his  own 
character,  though  he  fhould  not  have  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  fucceed  in  the  attempt  *. 

From 

* The  celebrated  Cyprianus,  who  was  profefior  of 
anatomy  and  furgery  in  the  univerfity  of  Franeker,  and 
the  moil  famous  lithotomift  of  his  time,  after  fuccefs- 
fully  performing  the  Caefarean  operation  atLewarden, 
in  which  he  found  the  foetus  in  the  right  fallopian-tubc, 

wrote 
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From  thefe  conflderations,  I communi- 
cated my  thoughts  upon  this  fubjedt  to 
fome  of  my  brethren,  wiihing  to  have  ex- 
periments made  upon  brutes,  that  might 
afcertain  and  determine  as  far  as  poflible  by 
analogy,  a point  which  appeared  to  us  of 
great  importance  to  be  accurately  invefli- 
gated  ; and  this  motive  influenced  one  of 
them,  with  the  afliflance  of  a perfon  of  very 
fuperior  knowledge  in  the  anatomy  and 
difeafes  of  horfes,  to  refolve  upon  differing 
out  of  the  thigh  of  a horfe  and  a dog,  the 
firfl:  opportunities  that  offered,  the  trunk  of 

1 

wrote  a letter  upon  that  occafion  to  Sir  Thomas  Mil- 

% 

lington,  who  was  archiater  to  Charles  thefecond;  and 
whom  he  afterwards  happily  cut  for  the  ftone  at  68 
years  of  age  in  London ; in  which  letter  he  earneftly 
encourages  furgeons  not  to  be  intimidated  by  threat- 
ening profpe&s,  from  undertaking  dangerous  and  dif- 
ficult operations,  left  their  reputation  fhould  fuffer  for 
want  of  fuccefs.  This  letter,  written  in  French,  con- 
fifts  of  70  pages,  containing  a great  deal  of  folid,  in- 
ftrucfive,  pra&ical  knowledge  in  many  refpefts,  and 
was  annexed  to  Bellofte’s  4th  edition  of  his  Hofpital 
Surgeon,  printed  in  French  at  Amfterdam,  in  the  year 
1707  : and  there  was  alfo  a feparate  Latin  edition  of  it 
at  Leyden  in  1700. 


the 
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the  artery  alone,  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
inches  ; obferving  whether  there  was  fuch  a 
divihon  of  it  as  I have  remarked  in  the  hu- 
man fpecies;  which  kind  of  lufus  natura  has 
often  been  found  in  the  humeral  artery; 
and  then  to  treat  the  wound  as  after  the 
operation  for  an  aneurifm ; attending  parti- 
cularly to  all  circumftances  and  confe- 
quences. 

After  having  engaged  my  friends  at 
Norwich  in  this  purfuit,  their  being  pre- 
vented carrying  the  defign  into  execution  fo 
foon  as  they  intended  and  wifhed,  determin- 
ed me,  with  the  afliflance  of  Mr.  Revans, 
whom  I have  before  mentioned,  to  perform 
the  following  experimental  operation  upon 
a full-  grown  young  fpaniel,  making  minutes 
of  what  occurred  therein,  and  keeping  a 
journal  of  the  confequences. 

On  January  the  19th,  1775,  we  per- 
formed this  operation  with  very  little 
trouble,  having  fecurely  bound  our  patient 
to  prevent  interruption.  We  intentionally 

included 
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included  in  the  ligatures,  with  the  trunk  of 
the  artery,  a little  above  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  the  vein  and  nerve  accompanying 

it,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  inches,  in 

% « 

order  to  give  more  weight  and  authenticity 
to  the  experiment  fhould  it  fucceed,  than 
by  taking  the  artery  in  alone.  We  difco- 
vered  no  divili  on  in  the  trunk  of  the  artery 
like  what  I have  obferved ; and  having 
made  the  wound  of  a fufEcient  extent, 
fucceeded  at  once  in  palling  the  ligatures 
with  the  needle,  without  the  leaf:  confe- 
quent  haemorrhage.  The  wound  was 
anointed  with  frefh  hog’s  lard  to  tempt  the 
dog  to  lick  it  more  readily ; and  this  appli- 
cation was  often  repeated,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  whole  limb,  quite  to  its  extremity, 
was  embrocated  with  linament.  volat. 
well  rubbed  in.  After  the  operation  the 
dog  flowed  no  figns  of  great  pain,  had  no 
fpafmodic  motions  in  the  limb,  but  made  no 
ufe  of  it,  nor  could  we  feel  any  pulfa- 
tion. 


20.  Nothing 
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20.  Nothing  appeared  worthy  notice, 
only  that  there  was  a good  degree  of 
warmth  diffufed  throughout  .the  limb. 

21.  A little  oedematous  fwelling  ap- 
peared upon  the  leg;  in  other  refpe&s  as 
yeflerday. 

22.  The  fame  appearances  as  yeflerday, 
beginning  to  move  the  limb. 

23.  Moved  the  limb  rather  more; 
wound  looked  well. 

24.  Moved  the  limb  more ; wound  well 
digefled  ; cedematous  fwelling  lefs. 

23.  The  upper  ligature  came  off ; no 
haemorrhage  enfued. 

26.  Wound  in  a healing  flate ; the  dog 
began  to  flep;  cedematous  fwelling  quite 

difperfed. 

27.  All  appearances  favourable. 

28.  The 
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2S.  The  other  ligature  came  off  without 
any  appearance  of  blood. 

29.  The  wound  was  contracted  into  a 
narrow  compafs,  purely  by  virtue  of  the 
dog’s  balfamic  tongue,  no  other  application 
having  been  uled  than  what  was  mentioned 
at  firff  *. 

30.  No  material  alteration. 

. 1 

31.  The  dog  ufed  the  limb,  attended 
with  very  little  lamenefs. 

Feb.  9.  DoCtor  D’Urban  of  Halefworth, 
who  attended  to  the  confequences  of  this 

* See  what  Monf.  Bellofte  fays  upon  the  virtues  of 
a.  dog’s  tongue,  in  Vol.  II.  of  his  Hofpital  Surgeon,  in 
his  letter  from  Turin,  addrelTed  to  his  friend  Sancaffani, 
counfellor  and  firft  phyfician  to  the  Duke  de  Guaftale. 
When  that  eminent  man  tranflated  Bellofte’s  ift  vol. 
of  his  Hofpital  Surgeon  into  Italian,  he  emphatically 
gave  it  the  chara&er  of  Chiron  in  Campo  ; and  he  re- 
vived the  practice  of  Cafar  Magatus , under  the  title  of 
Magatus  Refufcitatus.  Alfo  fee  a note  in  Vol.  II.  re- 
lative to  the  efficacy  of  a dog’s  tongue,  in  a wound 
that  would  not  admit  of  cure  after  cutting  for  the  Hone. 

6 expe- 
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experiment,  ftridtly  examined  the  limb  with 
Mr.  Revans  and  me,  and  we  could  feel  no 
pulfation  in  the  fpace,  nor  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  limb,  after  the  wound  had  been 
healed  fome  days  ; though  the  dog  was  then 
brifk,  lively  and  adtive  as  ufual,  without 
any  manner  of  impediment,  that  we  could 
obferve,  in  the  motion  of  the  limb  *. 

We  kept  the  dog  alive  till  March  the 
25  th,  attentively  examining  the  limb  from 
time  to  time,  without  finding  any  vifible 
defedt,  fhrinking  or  infenfibility  of  it,  and 
thinking  it  not  likely  that  any  thing  more 


* The  illuftrious  Morgagni,  who  was  profeffor  of 
anatomy  at  Padua  fays,  I think,  that  Valfalva  a famous 
Bononian  profeffor,  affixed  ligatures  to  the  carotids  of  a 
dog,  who  lived  more  than  20  days  after,  and  that  pro- 
bably he  might  have  lived  longer  had  he  not  been  killed 
for  diffedtion. 

* 

See  a note  upon  wounds  of  the  aorta,  and  its  large 
branches,  in  Vol.  I.  and  the  following  experiment  made 
by  Mr.  Clover,  a moft  excellent  hippiater,  whofe 
moral  charadter  is  equal  to  his  abilities  in  his  profeffion. 


remark- 
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remarkable  fhould  appear  while  he  lived, 
we  had  him  killed  for  farther  inquiry. 
We  had  an  apparatus  ready  for  injedion, 
but  apprehending  upon  deliberate  confider- 
ation,  that  carefully  diffeding  out  the  parts, 
a little  beyond  where  we  had  performed  the 
operation,  and  then  accurately  examining 
them,  would  more  effectually  anfwer  our 
intention,  we  omitted  the  ufe  of  it.  We 
did  not  find  the  artery  divided  into  two 
branches,  as  I have  mentioned  and  deferib- 
ed  in  the  human  fubjed,  but  a ramification 
evidently  appeared  much  enlarged,  by  what 
we  obferved  in  the  other  limb,  which  de- 
parted from  the  trunk  at  an  acute  angle, 
juft  above  where  we  had  palled  the  upper 
ligature  in  the  operation,  which  was  a for- 
tunate circumftance ; and  the  fpace  between 
the  ligatures  then  made  was  filled  up  with 
a carnous  fubftance  impervious. 


Dodor  D’ Urban  was  alfo  prefent  at  this 
examination,  which  completed  the  experi- 
ment as  much  to  our  fatisfadion  as  we 
could  exped. 

Vol.  III. 


H 
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Mr.  Clover,  a judicious  operator  and 
accurate  obferver,  the  perfon  whom  I have 
alluded  to,  made  the  following  experiment 
upon  an  horfe,  of  which  he  communicated 
to  me  an  account  in  writing,  after  I had 
drawn  up  the  preceding  narrative,  relating 
to  the  operation  we  performed  upon  the 
dog. 

**  After  having  laid  the  carotid  artery 
“ bare  about  the  fpace  of  four  inches,  juft 
€S  above  the  bread,  I continued  the  inci- 
“ lion  near  fix  inches  up  the  neck;  putting 
<e  a ligature  round  the  lowrer  part  of  the 
4t  velfel,  and  another  three  inches  higher, 
44  cutting  out  the  intermediate  part  of  it 
“ between  the  ligatures ; and  then  I ob- 
“ ferved  a very  flrong  pulfation  againd  the 
“ lower  ligature.  When  I had  gently  pref- 
“ fed  the  blood  downwards,  and  emptied 
**  that  part  of  the  veflel  a little  way,  I put 
<A  on  another  ligature,  tying  it  no  draiter 
“ than  jud  to  bring  the  Tides  of  the  canal 
f<  into  contact,  in  order  to  abate  the  force 
“ of  the  circulating  fluid  therein  againd  the 

0 prin- 
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t(  principal  ligature ; without  which  pre- 
44  caution  our  defign  might  have  mif- 
44  carried. 

44  Dry  lint  and  flour  were  applied  to  the 
“ wound  to  reflrain  the  little  eflufion  of 
“ blood,  which  proceeded  from  dividing 
44  fome  fmall  veffels  in  the  operation  5 the 
44  dreffings  were  retained  by  drips  of  com- 
44  mon  flicking  plafler,  the  hair  being 
44  fhaved  off  clofe  a fufficient  extent ; and 
44  by  the  ufual  treatment  the  wound  digefl- 
4C  ed  and  healed  kindly,  without  any  ill 
<c  accident  fupervening. 

<{  When  the  horfe  rofe,  who  had  been 
confined  during  the  operation,  I atten- 
4 4 tively  applied  my  fingers  to  the  jugular 
44  vein,  making  as  flrong  preffure  as  is  made 
44  by  the  ligature  in  bleeding  there,  but 
44  found  no  blood  in  it  nor  could  I,  by  a 
44  flrong  ligature  round  the  neck,  raife  the 
44  vein  at  all.  The  day  after  I made  trial 
4<  again,  and  found  no  reafon  to  believe  that 
44  any  blood  palled  through  the  vein,  nor 

II  2 44  yet 
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yet  the  next  day  ; but  the  day  after  that, 
<£  being  the  fourth,  the  vein  filled  upon 
“ making  the  ligature  in  the  ufual  manner, 
“ tho’  but  very  flowly ; and  it  was  fome  con- 
<f  fiderable  time  before  it  could  be  diflin&ly 
“ felt  j and  when  fulleft,  the  veffel  ac- 
“ quired  not  much  tenfion,  readily  yielding 
<c  to  the  finger  upon  preffure.  Two  days 
“ after,  by  the  fame  means,  it  rofe  and 
<(  filled  with  blood  much  quicker ; and 
fc  then,  in  a few  days,  as  foon  as  the  vein 
c<  on  the  other  fide  of  the  neck,  continuing 
“ to  do  fo  as  long  as  the  horfe  lived,  whom 
<c  I had  killed  fome  weeks  after  the  wound 
“ was  perfectly  healed  and,  upon  flridt 
“ invefligation,  I could  then  difcover  no- 

thing  farther  worthy  notice  ; but  it  may 
“ not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  the  horfe, 
“ who  had  long  been  affedted  with  an  in- 
<e  curable  difeafe,  the  glanders,  did  not 
“ vifibly  fuffer,  in  any  of  his  faculties,  in 
“ confequence  of  the  operation.” 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a letter  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
compound  fractures,  which  I have  re- 
commended in  my  obfervations. 


Halifax  in  Nova- Scotia, 

fune  the  12th,  1768. 


“ Dear  Sir, 

The  pleafure  of  your  acquaintance  in 
“ London,  and  the  advantages  fince  re- 
“ ceived  by  your  publication,  make  me 
“ mod;  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the 
reception  it  very  defervedly  meets  with 
“ in  the  world : and,  having  an  opportu- 
“ nity  of  writing  by  a fhip  going  to  Eng- 
“ land,  I could  not  forbear  tranfmitting  an 
“ account  of  the  fuccefs  I have  had  lately, 
“ in  a very  bad  compound  fradture  of  the 
“ leg,  by  purfuing  your  method,  believing 
“ fuch  communication  mud  necelfarily 
prove  agreeable  to  you. 

h 3 


A foldier, 
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“ A foldier,  aged  about  thirty,  received 
“ this  accident  lafl  January.  I was  called 
“ to  him  immediately,  and  found  it  necef- 
“ fary  to  dilate  the  wound,  and  faw  off  be- 
“ tween  two  and  three  inches  of  the  whole 
(<  fubftance  of  the  tibia  much  fradtured, 
ct  and  the  fibula  was  fradtured  obliquely 
above  two  inches  below  the  fradture  of 
<e  the  tibia, 

<€  The  wound  was  drefied  .as  you  diredl 
in  your  obfervations ; the  whole  limb 
“ was  wrapped  up  in  a poultice,  extended 
upon  a pillow,  ufing  the  tailed  bandage 
<c  and  a ftiff  paper  cafe,  with  the  afiiftance 
“ alio  of  junks,  in  order  to  keep  it  ftraight 
“ and  more  fteady, 

<c  By  the  common  treatment  of  the 
“ wound  it  was  perfectly  cicatrized  in 
*(  three  months,  and  now,  about  five 
4t  months  fince  the  accident,  the  callus  is 
“ perfectly  olfified,  the  man  in  good  health, 
i*  the  limb  ufeful  and  well  fhaped,  and  but 
•«  very  little  fhorter  than  the  other. 

1(  I was 
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« I was  very  attentive  in  obferving  the 
*c  operation  and  progrefs  of  nature  in  mak- 
««  ing  good  this  lofs  of  fubflance  of  the 
“ bone,  and  before  exfoliations  were  caff 
“ off  from  the  ends,  a portion  of  the  bone 
“ being  fawn  off  at  each  end,  granulations 
“ appeared  like  flefh  in  the  intermediate 
fpace,  gradually  becoming  bone  as  you 
“ have  obferved  *. 

“ The  advantages  of  this  practice  evi- 
u dently  appear  in  its  fupport , the  free 
“ openings  and  removal  of  pointed  frag- 
ments  of  the  bone  at  firft,  prevent  irri- 
“ tation  of  the  very  fenlible  membranous 
“ parts,  whence  proceed  inflammation  and 
“ abfceffes  in  confequence  thereof : and  it 
“ was  very  pleaiing  to  others  as  well  as 
“ myfelf,  to  obferve  what  little  complaint 
“ the  patient  made,  and  how  expeditioufly 
“ the  cure  was  accomplished. 

* See  Vol.  II.  relative  tCKa  compound  fra&ure, 
where  about  five  inches  of  the  tibia  was  fuccefsfully 
taken  out. 
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I am  perfuaded  was  this  rational  prac- 
tice general,  few  limbs  would  require  am- 
“ putation  on  account  of  fplintered  bones; 
“ and  happy  would  it  be  indeed,  did  this 
*■  method  prevail  univerfally  in  the  army 
*s  and  navy  *. 

“ I am,  with  great  refped. 

Dear  Sir, 

u Your  much  obliged 
humble  fervant 

1 

“ CHARLES  HALL, 
41  Surgeon  to  the  14th  Regiment.” 

* When  I dwelt  in  Norwich,  I was  called  into  the 
country  by  a furgeon  in  great  bufinefs,  exprefsly  to 
affift  in  an  amputation,  in  ponfequence  of  an  accident 
of  this  nature  ; to  whom  I propofed  and  recommended 
the  method  here  mentioned  j he  readily  aflented  to  it, 
by  which  means  the  limb  was  faved,  and  made  per- 
fectly ufeful. — I am  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety 
and  utility  of  this  treatment  of  compound  fraCtures, 
from  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefs  attending  it, 
having  never  been  obliged  to  amputate  a limb  on  fuch 
an  occafion. 

See  Vol,  II,  concerning  compound  fradtures. 

♦ A letter 
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A Utter  concerning  a compound  fraffure,  at- 
tended with  a profufe  haemorrhage  from 
the  medullary  artery. 


Shottifham,  May  4,  1769. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ I was  called  two  days  ago  to  Mr. 
“ Brewerton’s  fon,  of  Hethell,  on  account 
<c  of  a compound  fradture  in  his  leg, 
“ attended  with  a very  profufe  haemorr- 
“ hage.  Upon  enlarging  the  wound  I ex- 
fS  pedted  to  have  difcovered  the  bleeding 
“ vefTel,  and  fecured  it  by  needle  and  liga- 
“ ture  ; but  it  eluding  my  fearch,  I fa  wed 
“ off  a portion  of  the  tibia,  which  pro- 
“ jedted,  imagining  I lhould  find  it  between 
“ that  and  the  fibula  ; then  I found  the 
blood  proceeded  with  great  impetuofity 
“ from  an  artery  running  in  the  upper 
$f  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  bone.  I tried 

“ various 
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“ various  methods  to  flop  the  blood  with- 
“ out  effedt,  only  temporarily  during  pref- 
“ fure  upon  the  end  of  the  bone,  and  have 
“ called  my  friend  Palgrave  to  my  aflift- 
“ ance.  Not  fucceeding  in  our  endea- 
“ vours,  pray  come  with  Mr.  Brewerton 
€e  as  fpeedily  as  the  length  of  the  journey 
" and  your  infirm  flate  of  health  will  per- 
te  mit,  for  we  apprehend  the  patient’s  limb 
” and  life  to  be  in  great  danger. 

“ I am, 

“ Sir, 

<(  Your  much  obliged 

“ humble  fervant, 

“ T.  FULCHER.” 


After 
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After  having  confidered  every  circum- 
fiance  relative  to  this  haemorrhage,  which 
proceeded  from  the  medullary  artery,  not 
only  running  in  the  cavity  of  the  tibia,  but 
being  alfo  encompaffed  by  a diflinCt  boney 
cafe  like  a quill,  as  difcovered  with  the 
probe,  I propofed  to  the  confideration  of 
thefe  gentlemen  the  making  two  perfora- 
tions adjoining,  from  the  end  of  the  bone, 
with  a very  fmall  crown  of  a trephine, 
which  I had  made  on  purpofe  fome  years 
ago  to  perforate  a carious  tibia.  They 
concurred  in  this  method,  and  it  was  im- 
mediately put  in  practice,  and  brought  the 
artery  in  view,  which  appeared  to  be  nearly 
the  fize  of  a crow’s  quill.  After  this  dry 
lint  alone,'  with  moderate  perpendicular 
preffure,  effectually  anfwered  the  end,  with- 
out any  coniequent  bleeding,  and  the  pati- 
«nt  has  an  uleful  limb. 

In  this  fingular  cafe  the  artery  being 
attached  to  the  diftinCt  boney  tube,  could 
neither  retraCt  nor  contract ; nor  was  there 
any  fub fiance  to  be  formed  into  an  efchar 

by 
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by  the  a<5tual  cautery,  or  any  other  appli*. 
^cation  to  flop  the  haemorrhage  *. 


A firiguldr  cafe  in  which  the  head  of  the  os 
Jemoris  was  feparated  from  the  neck  by  a 
fall . 

In  January  1765,  a corpulent  gentleman, 
about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  fell  off  a lad- 
der fome  yards  from  the  ground,  upon  the 
great  trochanter,  and  was  immediately  de- 
prived totally  of  the  ufe  of  his  limb. 
More  than  three  months  after  the  accident, 
I was  confulted  with  his  furgeon  in  ordi- 
nary, when  I found  him  upon  crutches  ; 
but  without  power  or  ability  in  the  limb, 
to  fupport  any  fhare  of  the  weight  of  his 
body,  or  bring  his  foot  forward  in  order  to 

* I believe  this  may  be  confidered  as  an  unprece- 
dented cafe,  having  made  ftridt  inquiry  to  this  purpofe 
of  many  furgeons  of  hofpitals,  and  others  in  the  greateft 
pra&ice  in  different  parrs  of  the  kingdom,  who  have 
affured  me  they  never  obferved  nor  heard  of  one 
like  it.  „ 


f 
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make  a ftep,  without  pain  and  difficulty, 
even  with  the  affiftance  of  his  crutches. 
Obferving  then  a confiderable  ffiortnefs  of 
tlie  limb,  with  fuch  other  circumftances 
and  appearances  as  generally  attend  a frac- 
ture of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  I be- 
lieved that  to  be  the  cafe. 

After  the  ftricfteft  examination  of  the 
limb,  and  receiving  an  accurate  relation 
from  the  patient  concerning  his  manner  of 
falling,  and  other  circumftances,  no  doubt 
remained  upon  my  mind  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  cafe : however,  as  two  furgeons  of 
character,  who  had  attentively  examined 
the  limb  together  foon  after  the  accident 
happened,  politively  declared  they  could 
difcover  no  ftgns  of  frafture  or  diflocation; 
and  the  furgeon  in  ordinary  now  prefen t 
being  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  I thought 
it  prudent  in  regard  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  for 
the  greater  fatisfa&ion  of  the  patient,  to 
propofe  having  the  cafe  circumftantially 
drawn  up  by  us,  and  fent  to  Mr.  Pierce  at 
Bath,  a furgeon  of  the  greateft  eminence 

6 and 
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and  integrity,  who,  from  his  long  experi- 
ence and  pradtice  there,  I apprehended  was 
the  moft  competent  judge,  both  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  as  well  as  to  advife  the 
mod:  probable  means  of  affording  relief 
under  the  prefent  alarming  and  threatening 
circumflances. 

This  propofal  meeting  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  patient  and  the  furgeon,  it  was 
diredtly  purfued : and  Mr.  Pierce  in  his 
anfwer  gave  his  opinion,  that  it  was  a frac- 
ture of  the  neck  of  the  bone,  advifing,  at 
the  fame  time,  what  he  thought  neceffary 
to  be  done  till  he  fhould  be  able  to  bear  a 
journey  to  Bath,  where  he  expedted  he 
might  find  relief. 

Upon  the  gentleman’s  arrival  there,  Mr. 
Pierce  confirmed  his  former  opinion  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  the  accident,  and  alfor 
gave  farther  expedition  that  bathing  pro- 
bably would  prove  beneficial,  but  in  the 
event  he  was  difappointed,  according  to  his 
following  letters  to  me,  which  is  not  to  be 

at 
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at  all  wondered  at,  considering  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  that  appeared 
after  the  patient’s  death  *. 

On  account  of  a bad  State  of  health, 
which  was  brought  upon  this  gentleman  by 
a fedentary,  inactive  life,  the  reverie  of 
what  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  before  this 
accident,  he  had  recourfe  to  Bath  a third 
time,  but  without  any  hopes  now  of  re- 
ceiving advantage  in  refped:  to  the  debility 
of  his  limb,  which  remained  quite  ufelefs; 
and  there  he  died. 

The  furgeon  who  now  attended  him, 
Mr.  Pierce  being  dead,  was  defired  to  open 
the  limb,  in  order  to  difcover  the  nature 

t 

of  the  mifchief ; which  he  did  in  the  pre- 
fence of  his  phyfician  and  apothecary,  and 
fent  the  head  of  the  bone  to  his  relations 
in  the  country,  from  whom  I had  it ; and 
the  following  abflraft  taken  from  the  nar- 

* See  Mem.  de  l’Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurg.  Tom.  4. 
&r  la  Fracture  du  Col  du  Femur,  pax  Monf.  Sebatier. 
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rative  fent  with  it  figned  by  the  phyfician* 
the  furgeon,  and  the  apothecary,  contains 
every  material  circumflance,  relative  to  the 
Hate  in  which  the  parts  appeared,  at  the 
.time  of  the  patient’s  death. 


What  appeared  upon  the  dijfedlion. 

After  having  laid  the  joint  and  the  adja- 
cent parts  open  and  fairly  in  view,  the  neck 
of  the  os  femoris  was  found  feparated  from 
the  head,  in  fomewhat  an  oblique  direction, 
lying  in  its  acetabulum,  with  fome  frag- 
ments of  cartilage  broken  off  from  the 
edge  of  it,  and  hanging  by  fmall  portions 
of  the  lacerated  capfular  ligament.  The 
cartilage  which  covers  the  head  of  the 
bone,  and  that  which  lines  the  acetabu- 
lum, were  eroded  by  acrid  matter  in  many 
places.  About  four-fifths  of  the  broken 
irregular  furface  of  the  neck  of  the  bone 
was  forced  upwards,  and  refled  againfl  the 
os  ilium,  where  it  was  retrained  in  fome 
meafure  from  going  further,  by  a bridle 

from  part  of  that  ligament,  but  more  by 

the  . 
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file  reiiftance  of  the  mufcles.  There  was 
no  coalition  of  the  fmall  parts  of  the  broken 
furfaces  which  were  in  contadl,  nor  the 
leaft  appearance  of  callus ; in  the  genera- 
tion of  which,  probably,  nature  might  have 
been  interrupted  by  keeping  the  limb  in 
motion,  the  cafe  at  fir  ft  not  being  deemed 
•a  fradure,  confequently  the  patient  was  put 
upon  crutches  too  foon,  and  encouraged  to 
make  ufe  of  them,  bearing  upon  the  limb 
as  much  as  he  could  and  this  of  courfe 
oppofed  the  cure,  and  forced  the  bone 
higher  up. 

Du  Verney  and  Ruyfch,  two  very  emi* 
nent  furgeons  and  anatomifts,  have  been 
too  peremptory,  as  appears  from  undoubted 
more  modern  authorities,  in  after  ting  that 
the  head  of  the  os  femoris  is  never  thrown 
out  of  its  acetabulum,  unlefs  owing  to 
■fome  difeafe  therein,  or  about  the  joint. 
It  certainly  does  require,  in  general,  a much 
greater  force  to  diflocate  the  head  of  the 
bone  than  to  fradure  the  neck  of  it,  as 
may  be  concluded  from  its  weaknefs  there 
Vol.  III.  I and 
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and  pofition,  and  confidering  how  fecurely 
the  head  is  confined  in  th.e  cavity,  by  the 
very  ftrong  round  ligament,  and  the  joint 
being  encompafled  with  the  burfal  liga- 
ment and  many  ftrong  mufcles  *. 


REMARKS 


Submitted  to  the  confi derat  ion  of  my  brethren. 

As  the  mufcles  a<fl  upon  the  bones,  when 
their  refinance  is  taken  away  or  diminifhed 
in  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  leg,  where 
both  bones  are  broken,  and  more  efpecially 
in  fuch  a kind  of  frafture  of  the  thigh,  for 
obvious  reafons,  the  limb  will  confequently 
be  immediately  Shortened,  by  the  natural 


* See  what  Mr.  Travis,  an  ingenious  furgeon  at 
Scarborough,  (ays  upon  luxations  of  the  thigh  in  the 
London  Med.  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  Vol.  II. 
and  Monf.  Pouteau,  in  his  diflertation  upon  this  fub- 
je&,  in  his  Melanges  de  Chirurgie,  who  is  a furgeon 
of  great  repute  and  merit  at  Lyons. 

con- 
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Contractile  power  of  the  mulcles  * : and 
when  that  a&ion  ceafes,  and  they  become 
quiefeent  and  inactive,  or  in  a paflive  date, 
the  iupervening  tumefaction  of  the  parts 
will  enlarge  their  diameters,  and  in  pro- 
portion increafe  their  fhortnefs,  whence  it 
neceffarily  follows,  that  one  end  of  the  bone 
will  be  gradually  drawn  over  the  other, 
upon  fome  fuch  mechanical  principles,  as  a 
rope  by  being  wetted  will  fhorten,  and  raife 
or  draw  a great  weight. 

\ * 

Hence  it  appears  of  great  confequence 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  inflammation  and 
tenflon  at  firfl:,  and,  after  gradually  and 
gently  extending  the  limb  to  its  proper 
length,  and  drefling  it  as  art  directs,  to 
apply  fome  eafy  extending  machine  to 
counteract  that  force,  without  creating 
pain  ; continuing  the  ufe  of  it  till  the  callus 

* The  very  learned  do&or  Battie,  in"his  Exercita- 
tiones  de  Principiis  Animalibus,  and  the  great  Roman 
profeiTot,  Baglivi,  in  his  diflertation,  De  Fibra  Mo- 
trice,  have  demonftratively  (hown  the  nature  of  muf- 
cular  fibres,  &c. 
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has  acquired  a fufficient  degree  of  firmnefs 
or  folidity  to  refill  it : hut  when  we  happen 

not  to  be  called  before  tumefaction,  &c. 

• 

iupervene,  we  muft  remove  thofe  accidents 
as  fpeedily  as  we  can,  before  we  proceed  in 
this  manner. 

In  a fraCture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh- 
bone, betides  lome  well  adapted  extending 
machine,  it  may  be  found  very  neceffary  to 
apply  a platter  comprefs,  or  fome  other 
eafy  fuitable  pad,  of  a fufficient  thicknefs, 
upon  the  part  where  the  bone  was  thrown 
to,  and  have  it  well  confined  with  a roller 
artfully  turned,  in  order  to  aflifl  in  keeping 
the  fractured  parts  more  tteady,  and  in  con- 
tact, as  much  as  poffible. 

/ 

Upon  thefe  occafions,  and  even  in  a 
fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  I 
would  recommend,  from  fome  experience 
I have  had  of  its  utility,  the  fraCture-box 
mentioned  at  the  conclufion  of  the  chapter 
upon  fractures,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  this 
work,  till  fome  better  contrivance  fhall  be 

8 invented. 
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invented,  it  being  an  object  worthy  the 
particular  conlideration  and  attention  of 
furgeons  of  a mechanical  genius.  It  cer- 
tainly requires  but  very  little  force,  in  any 
machine  properly  and  judicioufly  con- 
ftruCted,  and  applied,  to  anfwer  this  purpole 
effectually. 

Befides  that  I have  been  mentioning,  I 
have  had  my  opinion  afked,  within  two  or 
or  three  years,  in  three  cafes  wherein  the 
neck  of  the  thigh-bone  had  been  fraCtured 
in  perfons  advanced  in  years,  which  had 
been  overlooked  for  many  months  ; and  the 
patients  were  all  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs  irrecoverably. 

The  bones  of  old  people  are  more  com- 
pact and  brittle  than  in  young,  confequently 
require  lefs  force  to  break  them,  and  more 
time  to  reunite  them  with  offific  matter  r 
and  it  is  certainly  not  advifable  to  difturb 
fuch  limbs  with  a view  of  preferring  their 
natural  motion,  it  being  better  to  run  the 
hazard  of  an  anchylofis,  than  no  reunion, 

I 3 by 


1 1 8 


\ 


medical 

by  interrupting  nature’s  operation  for  that 

purpofe. 


Mr.  Pierce  s jirjl  letter  concerning  the  pre- 
ceding cafe, 

♦ 

Bath,  Feb.  15,  1765, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ I have  paid  that  attention  to  the  gen- 
“ tleman’s  cafe  which  I fhall  ever  do  to 
i(  thofe  commands  you  favour  me  with, 
“ and  give  you  my  opinion  without  re- 
“ ferve.  It  would  be  vanity  in  me  to  ima- 
“ gine  you  could  have  any  other  motive 
**  for  applying  to  me,  but  that  of  fuppofing 
my  long  refidence  here,  may  have  af- 
forded  me  opportunities  of  feeing  almoft 
((  all  kinds  of  bad  joint-cafes,  which 
iC  fooner  or  later  are  brought  hither,  From 
“ the  fymptoms  and  circumftances  of  the 
Cafe  now  under  confideration,  which  you 

“ have 
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“ have  accurately  defcribed,  I make  no 
“ doubt  of  its  being,  as  you  apprehend, 
“ a fradture  of  the  neck  of  the  os  femoris  ; 
“ as  the  thigh  and  knee  turning  outwards; 
“ the  limb  being  much  fhortened  and  con- 
“ liderably  fhrunk;  the  pain  felt  in  the 
“ courfe  of  the  fartorius  mufcle,  which 
“ from  its  origin  and  infertion  muff  fre- 
i(  quently  be  put  upon  the  flretch,  often 
“ caufing  pain  on  the  infide  jufl  below  the 
“ knee ; and  the  crepitus  which  the  pati- 

“ ent  himfelf  has  been  fenfible  of  in  mov- 

$ 

“ ing  the  limb. 

“ This  fort  of  fradture  has  been  very 
“ often  overlooked  even  by  able  furgeons, 
“ till  time  has  produced  fymptoms  demon- 
“ fixating  the  fadt  beyond  difpute  ; of 
“ which  I have  feen  feveral  in  fiances  :*  and 
“ in  fome  recent  cafes  I have  endeavoured 
“ to  preferve  the  natural  length  of  the 
“ limb  by  various  methods,  but  not  to  my 
tf  fatisfadlion. 

1 4 


4 “ In 

« 


J 20 


medical 


In  the  prefent  (bate  of  this  gentle- 
man’s cafe,  I would  recommend  the  ap- 
plication of  a warm  ftrengthening  plafter, 
with  a ftrong  bandage  and  confinement, 
“ and  to  come  to  Bath  when  he  is  found 
in  a condition  to  bear  the  journey, 
where,  from  the  great  experience  I have 
had  of  the  efficacy  of  our  waters  in  fimi- 
“ lar  cafes,  I have  good  reafon  to  hope  lie 
will  receive  benefit  j and,  from  my  fitu- 
ation,  permit  me  to  fay,  my  good  friend, 
that,  perhaps  more  have  come  under  my 
notice,  than  under  any  perfon’s  in  this 
kingdom ; two  of  them  happened  by 
the  power  of  the  mufcles,  twiffing  the 
neck  of  the  bone  afunder,  without  the 
patients  falling  to  the  ground  ; one  of 
“ which  was  the  late  duke  of  Portland, 
“ and  his  fervant  caught  him  before  he 
“ fell.  The  furgeon,  who  was  immedi- 
ately called  on  this  occafion,  pronounced 

the  mifehief  only  a ft  rain,  concluding, 

■ 

“ from  the  manner  of  the  accident  hap- 
“ pening,  that  it  could  be  neither  a frac-. 
ture  iter  a luxation, 

“ The 
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“ The  pain  increafing,  and  his  grace 
f*  being  fubjedl  to  arthritic  and  rheumatic 
“ complaints,  the  phyfician  then  confulted 
“ was  of  opinion,  as  well  as  the  lurgeon, 
“ that  fome  fuch  matter  was  fallen  upon 
“ the  part. 

“ He  had  recourfe  to  Bath  many  months 
“ after,  and  upon  ftridtly  examining  the 
“ limb  then,  I found  it  about  four  inches 
tc  Sorter  than  the  other,  with  an  exube- 
“ rant  callus  about  the  joint  and  an  anchy- 
“ lofis.  Here  our  noble  patient  found  as 
“ much  relief  as  could  reafonably  be  ex- 
“ pedled  under  fuch  circumltances,  and 
“ with  a high  heeled  fhoe  and  two  flicks, 
“ he  was  enabled  to  walk  a little  without 
“ much  pain. 

“ The  other  patient  was  a gentleman 
“ of  Briflol,  about  75  years  of  age-  The 
“ furgeons  concerned,  when  we  met  in 
“ confultation,  differed  from  me  in  opi- 
“ nion,  and  would  by  no  means  admit  of 
“ the  cafe  being  a fradture,  for  the  reafon 

“ afligned 
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“ aligned  ip  the  preceding  cafe;  however, 
ic  he  died  a few  months  after,  and  the*. 

furgeons  opened  the  part,  and  behaved 
“ to  me  with  great  candour,  confeffing  their 
“ mi ftake  by  letter. 

/ 

% 

“ I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
“ kind  wifhes  for  my  health  ; but  it  is  by 
**  no  means  fuch  as  you,  and  a few  fincere 
t(  friends,  wifh  me ; and  I have  but  little 
“ hope  of  amendment  at  68  ; but  in  every 
« ftate  and  condition  believe  me, 

“ My  dear  friend, 

/ 

“ Your’s  moft  fincerely 
“ and  affe&ionately, 

“ Jeremiah  Pierce/' 

i 
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Mr.  Pierces  fecond  letter  upon  the  fame 

occajion . 


Bath,  July  the  21ft,  1765. 

“ My  dear  Friend, 

“ I know  our  friendship  is  upon  fuch 
“ a foundation,  that  you  will  put  a favour- 
" able  conftrudtion  upon  any  feeming 
<f  negledt  indeed,  I fhould  have  anfwered 
“ your  lafl  kind  letter  fooner  concerning 
“ our  patient,  but  was  willing  firfl  to  be 
“ able  to  give  you  fome  account  to  be  re- 
“ lied  on  as  to  the  effedt  of  our  waters/ 
“ with  the  probable  event  in  his  cafe. 

“ Upon  flridlly  examining  the  limb 
“ when  he  arrived  here,  and  confi dering  all 
“ the  Symptoms  you  had  well  defcribed,  I 
(f  found  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  alter  my 
f(  original  opinion.  I refolved  to  proceed 

" with 
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<c  with  the  utmofl:  caution,  as  our  waters 
“ have  very  active  principles,  as  you  found 
“ by  experience  in  your  own  cafe.  I there- 
“ fore  at  firft  permitted  him  to  ufe  only 
<f  the  crofs-bath,  which  is  the  moft  tem- 
te  perate,  and  then  but  for  a fhort  fpace  of 
“ time  at  each  bathing.  As  he  feemed  to 
<e  receive  from  hence  fome  benefit,  I was 
“ encouraged,  after  a few  weeks,  to  advife 
“ the  ufe  of  the  queen’s,  and  then  pro- 
“ ceed  to  the  king’s  bath  *.  Having  pur- 
€t  fued  this  method  a proper  time,  I 
“ thought  it  advifable  to  try  cold  bathing, 
“ in  order  to  recover  the  tone  or  elafticity 
ct  of  the  weakened  parts,  and  then  I re- 
“ commended  fea-bathing,  for  which  pur- 
ft  pofe  he  went  to  Yarmouth,  and  it  con- 
“ cerns  me  to  tell  you  that  I have  fince 


* The  degrees  of  heat  vary  confiderably  in  the  dif- 
ferent batKs,  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  air,  &c.  as 
found  by  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer. 

In  the  crofs-bath  from  105  to  1 1 3. 
queen’s  from  112  to  115. 

king’s  from  1 14  tony, 

hot-bath  very  nearly  the  fame. 

i(  received 
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“ received  letters  from  him,  not  agreeable 
“ to  my  wi flies  and  expectations,  yet,  from 
« what  I have  obferved  in  fuch  cafes,  am 
“ not  itill  without  hopes  of  his  walking 
“ in  length  of  time,  with  an  underhand 
“ cane,  and  a high  heeled  fhoe,  though  ho 
“ muft  inevitably  have  a ftiff  joint. 

“ I find  you  have  taken  the  refolution 
f(  to  die  in  harnefs,  and  may  God  profper 
“ all  your  undertakings.  Without  a com- 
“ pliment  I afiure  you  I think  the  whole 
“ faculty  obliged  to  you  for  your  publica- 
“ tion,  which  you  gave  me  the  pleafure  of 
**  reading  in  MS.  and 

I am,  my  good  friend. 

Yours  in  all  fincerity,  &c. 

“ Jeremiah  Pierce/* 
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Explanation  of  Plate  I.  Fi6tfRE  i. 

A.  The  head  of  the  os  femoris,  fhowing 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  feparated 
from  the  neck,  partly  according  to  the 
courfe  of  the  epiphyfis. 

B.  The  extreme  point  of  the  neck  of  the 
os  femoris,  deferibing  how  far  it  was 
thrown  up  and  refled  againfl  the  os 
ilium. 

C.  A portion  of  the  lacerated  capfular 
ligament,  which  might,  in  feme  mea- 
fure,  reflrain  the  bone  from  being  forced 
farther  up. 

Figure  2. 

Shows  the  head  of  the  bone  broken  off 

V 

at  the  neck,  as  reprefented  in  Fig.  1,  with 
fome  fragments  of  cartilage  together  with 
bone,  feparated  from  the  edge  of  the  ace- 
tabulum, and  hanging  by  fmall  portions  of 
the  capfular  ligament  1,  2,  3. 
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Thefe  papers  were  prepared  for  the  prefs 
before  I had  an  opportunity  of  reading  Mr. 
Aitken’s  Treatife  on  FraCtures.  The  ufe 
of  my  plain,  fimple  machine,  which  he 
has  partly  adopted  for  extending  a fraCtured 
thigh,  I have  often  fuccefsfully  experienced 
without  any  fuch  inconvenience  enfuing  as 
he  apprehends  may  arife  from  the  ufe  of  it ; 
for  the  fuperior  fixed  point  internally  refts 
againft  the  inferior  part  of  the  os  innomina - 
turn , which  makes  a good  fulcrum , where 
it  requires  to  be  well  guarded  to  prevent 
galling,  by  an  eafy  pad  properly  adapted  : 
hence  it  appears,  that  no  fuch  ftrong  circu- 
lar prefiure  is  demanded,  as  might  interrupt 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  productive  of 
bad  coniequences. 

The  engraver  has  indeed  juftly  incurred 
the  remark  which  this  gentleman  makes, 
by  having  exp  refled  too  faintly  the  joints 
in  the  pieces  which  conned  the  circulars 
in  this  machine,  to  correfpond  with  the 
knee-joint ; though  I had  as  ftrongly  de- 
ferred them  in  my  fketch,  as  in  the  extend- 
» ing 
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ing  machine  appropriated  to  the  leg,  repre- 
sented in  the  fame  plate,  to  Serve  the  like 
purpofe  of  giving  liberty  to  move  the  joint 
of  the  knee  occasionally. 

By  the  ufe  of  the  machine  and  cafes 
which  1 have  recommended,  I could  fa fely 
change  the  pofition  of  the  limbs  without 
disturbing  the  fractures,  as  different  occa- 
sions required  in  the  cure  of  them : and  by 
the  addition  of  hooks  and  eyes  to  the  Sides 
of  the  pieces  of  the  machines,  which  con- 
ned: the  circulars,  the  knee-joint  may  be 
fixed  to  any  degree  of  flexure  that  may  be 
thought  necelfary. 

In  a fradure  either  of  leg  or  thigh,  1 
always  placed  a Small  pillow  under  the  ham 
for  eafe,  giving  the  joint  by  that  means  a 
little  bend. 

I am  apprehensive  from  what  I have  ob- 
served, that  in  Some  cafes,  laying  the  limb 
fidewife,  may  be  attended  with  inconveni- 
encies  5 but  this  point  muft  be  left  to  the 

discretion 
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difcretion  of  the  furgeon  according  to  cir- 
cumftances : however,  in  compound  frac- 
tures, where  there  is  a wound  on  the  out- 
fide,  that  pofition  is  impracticable. 

When  I was  in  practice,  I ufed  to  keep 
by  me  ftiff  paper  of  different  thickneffes, 
having  fheet-lead,  fuch  as  tea  is  brought 
home  in  from  the  Indies,  ftrongly  glued 
unto  it,  to  prevent  its  attracting  moifture 
and  lofing  its  firmnefs,  in  order  to  form 
cafes  and  fplints,  as  the  different  fizes  of 
limbs,  and  other  circumftances  fhould 
require,  which  may  prove  no  bad  fubfti- 
tutes  to  the  more  ingenious  and  judicious 
inventions  and  contrivances  of  fome  eminent 
furgeons  in  London,,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of 
country  practitioners,  whom  I have  in  view, 
thinking  it  no  immaterial  confideration  *. 

As  to  the  bandage,  which  I have  de- 
ferred upon  the  great  Monf.  Petit’s  plan, 
in  his  Traits  des  Maladies  des  Os,  Chap. 


* See  Vol.  II. 
Vol.  III.  K 


XV, 


MEDICAL 


1 3° 

xv.  for  the  tendo  achillis  when  ruptured, 
or  otherwife  divided,  I have  alfo  experienced 
its  utility  upon  feveral  occafions ; but  as 
this  ingenious  furgeon  very  juftly  remarks, 
the  application  of  it  is  rather  troublefome, 
and  requires  to  be  made  with  particular 
care  and  attention,  to  make  it  fit  eafy  upon 
the  limb:  befides,  indeed,  it  may  not  anfwer 
the  defign  fo  well,  as  the  machine  which  he 
recommends  ; or  that  which  the  late  great 
profeffor  Monro  invented  in  his  own  cafe*; 
but  then  here  likewife  the  accommodation 
of  practitioners  in  the  country  is  to  be  con- 
fidered,  where  good  mechanics  are  rarely 
to  be  found  to  procure  luch  contrivances, 
and  this  ufeful  bandage  can  be  eafily  pro- 
vided upon  fuch  an  emergency. 

* - • • 1 s 

To  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  I have  con- 
fined one  end  of  a ftrong  ftrap  of  fticking- 
plafter,  of  a fuitable  length  and  breadth, 
under  a circular  piece  of  the  fame  about  the 

• * 

* See  the  Edinburgh  EfTays  and  Obfervations  Phy- 
sical and  Literary,  Vol.  1. 
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middle  of  the  foie  of  the  foot,  carrying  it 
over  the  heel  up  the  leg,  and  confining  the 
other  end  above  the  calf  with  another  cir- 
cular plafter,  iirft  gently  and  gradually 
bringing  down  the  mufcul.  gaftrocnem.  as 
fir  as  they  will  readily  yield ; giving  the 
limb,  at  the  fame  time,  the  pofition 
defcribed  in  the  firft  volume.  On  the 
like  occafion  I have  alfo  fixt  one  ftrap 
by  the  circular  about  the  foot,  and  another 
by  that  above  the  calf  of  the  leg,  paffing 
the  one  through  a flit  in  the  other,  and 
ufing  them  as  the  uniting  bandage ; but 
then  two  more  circulars  are  requifite  to 
confine  the  other  ends  of  the  longitudinal 
it  raps  fecurely. 

Either  of  thefe  methods  may  effectually 
anfwer  the  end,  with  lefs  trouble  than  the 
roller  ufed  as  has  been  mentioned  5 and  they 
are  obvioufly  more  practicable  than  that 
bandage,  where  there  is  a wound  to  be 
dreffed  5 then  a few  turns  of  a roller  de- 
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fcribing  a figure  of  8 about  the  joint  will 
be  fufhcient,  over  an  eafy  comprefs  *. 

In  fractures  of  the  patella,  I have  pro- 
ceeded, much  to  my  fatisfa&ion,  upon  this 
principle,  with  ftraps  of  plafter,  in  order  to 
relilt  the  mufcykr  force,  and  prevent  the 
fuperior  piece  of  the  bone  from  being  too 
far  retraced. 


Of  an  ovarium,  in  which  were  contained 
many  extraordinary ' appearances . 

On  March  the  6th,  1771,  a gentle- 
woman confulted  me,  when  fhe  thought 
herfelf  to  be  in  the  5 th  month  of  gellation 
with  her  frit  child.  She  was  of  a delicate 
habit,  25  years  of  age,  and  had  always  been 
regular  in  her  catamenia,  which  appeared 
early.  She  gave  me  an  account  of  her 

* See  Vol.  I.  concerning  the  treatment  of  a divifion 
©f  the  tendo  achillis,  under  the  article  of  wounds  of  the 

tendons. 
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having  felt,  for  fome  years,  a tumour  on  the 
left  fide  of  her  body,  attended  with  an  ob- 
tufe,  but  never  an  acute  pain,  low  down  and 
deeply  fituated  in  the  pelvis,  according  to 
her  own  defcription,  which  for  fome  time 
fhe  had  been  able  to  bring  forward  and  high 
up  with  her  fingers,  and  apprehended  it  was 
now  in  an  increafing  date  very  confiderably. 
She  alfo  faid  fhe  had  frequent  provocation 
to  make  urine,  always  making  it  in  a fmall 
quantity,  with  a degree  of  pain  and  diffi- 
culty, and  had  fometimes  been  obliged 
to  be  relieved  by  the  introdudlion  of  a 
catheter. 

1 

On  account  of  her  pregnant  date  I could 
not  difcover  the  tumour,  with  the  mod 
careful  examination,  but  die  fo  clearly  de- 
fcribed  it,  from  her  attentive  remarks  and 
obfervations,  that  after  maturely  confidering 

1 

every  circumdance,  I concluded  it  was  an 
enlarged  ovarium,  which  might  comprefs 
the  bladder,  or  that  there  might  be  fome 
difeafe  in  it,  to  obdrucd  the  emilfion  of  the 
urine.  This  was  the  opinion  I delivered  to 
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her  huffiand,  and  her  furgeon  in  ordinary, 
whom  I met  in  confultation. 

This  furgeon  not  being  an  accoucheur, 
an  eminent  one  was  called  to  her  in  the 
eighth  month  of  geflation,  when  fhe  was 
luddenly  alarmed  in  the  night,  with  a con- 
liderable  difcharge  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
without  any  previous  pain  or  accident ; but, 
difcovering  no  other  figns  of  approaching 
labour,  he  did  nothing,  only  injoined  reft, 
and  fhe  llept  quietly  the  remaining  part  of 
the  night  without  an  opiate.  Next  day  fhe 
fat  up  feveral  hours,  having  no  other  fymp- 
toms  than  a fmall  difcharge  of  water  upon 
motion,  and  a frequent  inclination  to  make 
urine,  which  evacuation  was  attended  as 
ufual  with  a little  pain  and  difficulty.  On 
the  third  day  fhe  ventured  down  flairs,  ap- 
pearing rather  better,  and  fo  continued  till 
the  4th  day  towards  evening,  when  fhe  was 
feized  with  a rigor  and  great  coldnefs  of 
the  extremities,  which  lafted  an  hour  or 
two,  and  then  were  fucceeded  by  a fevere 
fever  fit,  attended  with  frequent  vomiting 

of 
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of  a dark  coloured  bilious  matter.  In  this 
fever  fit  fhe  complained  of  an  intenfe  heat, 
attended  with  pain  and  tendernefs,  extend- 
ing all  over  the  abdomen,  for  which  no 
means  that  the  furgcon  could  think  ot  af- 
forded any  relief ; (lie  grew  worfe  in  all  re- 
fpedts  without  any  figns  of  being  delivered, 
and  he  thought  it  not  advifable  to  attempt 
delivering  her  entirely  by  force  under  thele 
circumftances,  fearing  die  might  adlually 
expire  even  in  the  operation.  On  the  yth 
day  in  the  morning  the  pain  and  heat  were 
greatly  abated,  but  die  had  a very  languid, 
intermitting  pulfe,  denoting  a mortification, 
in  which  it  was  apprehended  the  inflamma- 
tion might  terminate;  foonafter  fhe  became 
delirious,  and  died  about  fix  in  the  evening 
of  that  day. 

s 

The  morning  after  her  death,  her  body 
was  opened,  according  to  her  own  delire, 
and  both  the  furgeons  were  concerned  in 
the  difledtion. 
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They  found  the  uterus  mortified  on  the 
left  fide,  with  a foetus  of  a natural  fize  and 
form  contained  in  it,  which  they  thought 
had  not  been  dead  many  days,  and  nothing 
relative  to  that  appeared  preternatural. 
The  ovarium  on  that  fide  was  as  large  as 
a melon  and  of  an  oval  figure,  beginning  alfo 
to  be  mortified.  By  opening  its  tunic, 
which  refembled  a thick  leather  bag,  there 
iffued  out  a full  quart  of  an  atheromatous 
matter,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  lodged  a 
lump  about  the  bignefs  of  a turkey’s  egg, 
in  fubflance  like  hog’s  lard,  which  melted 
as  eafily  and  was  as  inoffenfive 3 it  had  a 
great  quantity  of  brown  hair  intermixt  with 
it,  mofl  in  the  middle,  as  appeared  upon 
cutting  through  it.  This  fubflance  was 
not  inveloped  in  a diflindl  membrane,  but 
was  covered  all  over  with  hair,  twilled  and 
curled  in  a very  wonderful  manner,  fome 
of  which  exceeded  a foot  in  length,  and  had 
evidently  bulbous  roots  when  viewed  with 
a glafs  3 fome  took  root  in  the  centre, 
others  in  different  depths  in  this  fubflance 
from  the  furface  of  it,  as  was  difcovered  by 
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leCtions  in  different  directions,  examined 
with  the  utmoff  attention  ; and  from  the 
inferior  part  proceeded  a large,  long  firing 
or  rope  of  hair  twiffed  together  fomething 
like  an  elf  !s  lock  or  the  plica  polonica.  At 
the  lower  part  of  the  ovarium,  were  found 
two  diffinCt  irregular  bones,  in  the  lower- 
moff  of  which  was  ffxt  a perfect  inciffve 
tooth,  which  proceeded  through  that  bone 
into  2L  very  thick  membranous  focket, 
formed  between  the  coats  of  the  ovarium, 
with  an  imperfeCt  tooth  adjoining  to  it ; and 
at  a little  diftance  from  this  bone,  there 
was,  in  fuch  another  membranous  focket, 
a complete  canine  tooth. 

The  furgeons  by  whom  I was  favoured 
with  the  parts  and  the  fubftance  of  this 
narrative  told  me  they  thought  the  ovarium 
on  the  other  fide  was  preternaturally  fmall; 
but  that  muff:  be  confidered  a doubtful 
point,  as  the  fize  of  thefe  bodies  in  their 
natural  ffate  is  very  variable  and  indeter- 
minate. 
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They  took  no  notice  of  the  fallopian 
tubes,  or  other  uterine  appendages ; indeed 
they  wanted  time  to  perform  the  diffedtion, 
and  to  examine  the  parts  with  that  accuracy 
which  fuch  a curious  fubjedt  demanded, 
which  feems  unprecedented  in  fome  re- 

The 

* See  Lowthorp’s  Abridgment  of  the  Philof.  Tranf. 
Edit.  3.  Vol.  III.  and  Jones’s  Abridgment  of  the  fame 
Vol.  V.  p.  295  and  feq. — The  learned  Do&or  Tyfon 
and  Diemerbroeck,  in  their  works  have  alfo  fomething 
Relative  to  the  fubje£t. 

Cornelius  Stalpart  Vander  Wiel  exprefsly  fays,  that 
he,  his  brother-  and  another  furgeon,  upon  opening  the 
body  of  a girl  of  15  years  of  age  at  the  Hague,  in  the 
vear  1682,  found  an  ovarium  diftended  to  the  fize  of  a 
goofe’s  egg,  with  fhort  hair  upon  it,  and  a fmall  bone  in 
it,  without  mentioning  other  circumftances. 

Palfyn,  in  his  Defcription  anatomique  des  Partes  de 
la  Femme  qui  fervent  a la  Generation,  has  Swammer- 
dam’s fine  and  accurate  plate,  reprefenting  the  uterus 

and  its  appendages,  dedicated  to  the  noble  T ulpius. 

Vide  etiam  Swammerdami  notas  in  Prodromum  D.  J. 
Van  Horne  Tradf*  de  Partibus  Generationis,  et  Reg- 
nerumDeGraaf  deOrganisGenerationi  infervientibus. 
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The  bladder  was  much  contracted,  but 

■ 

the  liver  and  all  the  other  abdominal  vifcera 
appeared  in  their  natural  itate. 

I had  a long  converfation  with  the  bur- 
geons upon  this  fubjeCt,  in  order  to  obtain 
all  the  information  I poflibly  could. 

Plazzonus,  an  eminent  profeflor  of  anatomy  at  Padua, 
and  A ran ti us,  another  as  confiderable  at  Bologna,  wrote 
learnedly  more  than  a century  ago,  the  one  De  Partibus 
Generationis  utriufque  Sexus,  and  the  other  De  Foqtu 
humano;  but  neither  of  them,  nor  our  immortal  Harvey, 
De  Generatione  Animalium,  have  taken  notice  of  any 
fuch  lufus  naturae.  In  the  15th  century,  many  com- 
mentaries written  by  learned  men  in  different  countries^ 
DeMorbis  five  AffecffibusMulierum,  were colledled  and 
publifhed  at  Bafil  in  four  4to.  vols.  which  I have  ex- 
amined, but  cannot  find  any  thing  to  this  purpofe ; nor 
in  any  other  books  I have  looked  into  befides  thofe 
here  referred  to. 
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Explanation  of  Plate  IT, 

The  drawing  of  which  was  accurately  taken 
under  my  own  infpedlion . 


A, A.A.  A.  The  bag  refembling  leather,  which 

was  the  proper  tunic  of  the  ova- 
rium greatly  thickened,  laid  open 
its  whole  length  to  Ihow  more 
clearly  the  fubftance  therein -con- 
tained, which  was  like  hog’s  lard, 
covered  all  over  with  hair,  curled 
and  ftragling  beyond  its  edge,  &c. 

B,  A long  firing  or  rope  of  hair  fome- 

what  refembling  an  elf’s  lock,  or 
the  plica  polonica. 

C,  A bone  having  the  periofleum  fepa-. 

rated  from  it  the  whole  length. 


D.  Another  bone  having  a perfed  in- 

cifive  tooth  paffing  through  it  in- 
to a thick  membranous  focket 
between  the  coats  of  the  ovarium, 
with  an  imperfed  one  adjoining 
to  the  perfed  one. 

E.  A perfed  canine  tooth,  at  a little 

diftance  from  this  bone,  in  fuch 
a kind  of  membranous  focket, 
without  any  bone. 

F.  F.F.  The  part  of  the  ovarium  by  which  it 

was  attached  to  the  uterus. 
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Of  unprecedented  appearances  upon  the 
cuticula . 


In  September,  1768,  Mr.  William 
Wright  of  Saham-Tony  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  attorney  at  law,  confulted  me  upon 
another  occafion,  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parrott’s, 
who  is  redtor  of  the  parifh,  and  I then  took 
a narrative  of  the  following  extraordinary 
cafe  from  himfelf. 

He  is  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age,  his 
conftitution  rather  weak  and  lax,  but  had 
enjoyed  throughout  his  life,  a tolerably 
good  Rate  of  health  in  general,  till  about 
ten  years  ago,  when  he  was  firft  feized, 
and  often  fince,  with  fuch  a peculiar  kind 
of  fever,  that  none  of  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen of  great  experience,  who  were  con- 
cerned for  him  at  different  times,  knew  by 
what  name  to  characterize  it.  He  is  very 
iufceptible  of  effedts  proceeding  from  the 
4 alter- 
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alteration  of  the  ftate  of  tlie  air,  and  tlitf 
dileafe  has  fometimes  returned  twice  in  a 
year,  attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms  and 
confequences,  upon  having  perfpiration 
fuddenly  obftru&ed,  and  he  obferves  it 
generally  comes  on  under  that  circumftance. 

Befides  the  common  febrile  fymptoms 
ypon  the  invafion  of  the  difeafe,  his  fkin 
itches  univerfally,  more  efpecially  at  the 
joints,  and  the  itching  is  foon  followed 
by  fmall  red  fpots  ; then  his  fingers  be- 
come ftiff,  hard,  and  painful  at  the  ends 
and  roots  of  the  nails,  where,  in  about 
24  hours  after,  the  cuticle  begins  to  fepa- 
rate  from  the  cutis,  and  in  ten  or  twelve 
days  this  reparation  becomes  general  from 
head  to  foot;  and  he  has  many  times 
turned  the  cuticle  off  completely  from  the 
wrifls  to  his  fingers  ends  like  gloves,  and 
alfo  from  his  feet  in  the  fame  manner  to 
the  ends  of  his  toes.  His  nails  fhoot  from 
their  roots  gradually,  as  the  new  ones  grow, 
in  about  fix  months,  and  the  pain  there 
decreafes  as  the  feparation  of  the  cuticle 
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advances ; it  rifes  in  the  palms  or  his  hands 
and  foies  of  his  feet  like  blifters,  but  has  no 
fluid  under  it ; every  where  when  it  comes 
off  it  leaves  the  fkin  for  fome  days  exqui- 
iitely  fenlible. 

Sometimes  upon  catching  cold  before 
he  has  been  quite  recovered,  he  has  re- 
lapfed  and  had  a fecond  feparation  di- 
rectly of  the  cuticle  from  the  cutis  ; but 
then  indeed  fo  thin  as  to  appear  only  like 
fcurf,  which  thews  the  quick  renewal  of 
this  part  *. 

When  I law  him  he  had  not  had  a 
violent  return  of  this  diforder  fince  the 
year  1764,  but  feveral  times  in  a flight 
degree,  bringing  off  the  cuticle  like  fcurf, 

* Monf.  St.  Andre,  an  accurate  anatomift  in  his  time, 
faid  he  had  difeovered  velfels  with  his  injections  in  tha 
cuticle,  and  told  a friend  of  mine  fo;  but  did  not  de- 
monftrate  what  he  aflerted  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  others ; 
and,  I believe  that  curious  obferyer  of  nature,  Leeuwen- 
hoeck,  never  pretended  to  fuch  a difeovery  even  by  his 
jlaffes. 
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proceeding  from  the  caufe  which  has  been 
afligned. 

Soon  after  I faw  him,  I had  a long  con- 
vention on  this  fubjedt  with  Mr.  Swallow, 
a furgeon  of  character  at  Watton,  who 
confirmed  this  hiftory,  having  frequently 
attended  the  patient  and  obferved  all  the 
circumftances  related.  He  has  one  of  thefe 
cuticular  gloves  in  his  pofietfion,  and  Mr. 
Wright  brought  a pair  in  his  pocket  when 
he  came  to  me,  and  gave  me  one  of  them 
faying,  he  had  given  away  feveral  to  other 
perfons  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity ; but 
though  the  matter  of  fadt  was  fo  well  au- 
thenticated, fome  people  would  not  give 
credit  to  it. 

When  my  very  good  friend  Mr.  Warner, 
F.  R.  s.  furgeon  to  Guy’s  hofpital,  favoured 
me  with  a vifit  at  my  houfe  in  the  year 
1769,  he  afked  me  to  let  him  have  this 
curious  glove,  with  a fhort  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  and  both  were  prefented  by  him  to 
the  r.  s.  and  he  acquainted  me  by  letter 

foon 


OBSERVATIONS.  145 

foon  after,  that  the  fingularity  of  the  cafe 
had  determined  the  fociety  to  have  an  en- 
graving of  the  glove,  fee  plate  rn,  to  be 
publifhed  with  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe  in 
their  tranfadtions,  it  appearing  quite  unpre- 
cedented. May  not  the  feparation  of  the 
cuticle  be  caufed  by  fome  febrile  matter 
thrown  off,  affecting  the  rete  mucofum 

> / 

Hiflory  of  an  univerfal  emphyfema , communi- 
cated1 to  me  by  an  eminent  furgeon  of  my 
acquaintance , who  made  minutes  of  the  cafe 
at  the  time  when  the  accident  happened , on 
account  of  its  fingularity . 


A lad  about  14  years  of  age  driving  a 
cart  through  a gateway,  and  the  horfes 
turning  quick,  threw  him  with  great  vio- 
lence again  ft  an  iron  catch  in  the  gate-poft, 
between  the  4th  and  5th  ribs  5 by  which 


* At  Mr.  Warner’s  requeft  on  my  behalf,  the 
fociety  favoured  me  with  the  ufe  of  their  plate  on  this 
occafion. 
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means  the  intercoftal  mufcles  and  the  pleura 
were  lacerated,  yet  without  making  a 
wound  through  the  fkin. 

I was  called  to  him  3 or  4 hours  after 
the  accident  happened,  and  found  him  in  a 
mod:  deplorable  condition  indeed,  appa- 
rently ready  to  expire.  By  the  ftridteft 
examination  I could  not  difeover  a fractured 
rib,  whence  I apprehended  fome  air-veilels 
might  be  ruptured  in  the  lungs,  and  that 
air  probably  might  proceed  from  thence 
through  the  lacerations  of  the  pleura  and 
intercoftal  mufcles,  and,  being  ftopped  by 
the  ftdn,  was  diffufed  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane throughout  the  whole  body  quite 
from  head  to  foot,  which  was  the  condition 
I found  him  in,  after  this  fhort  fpace  of 
time.  His  face  was  fo  inflated  that  his 
eyes  were  entirely  clofed ; his  nofe  could 
fcarcely  be  perceived,  which  was  almoft  level 
with  his  cheeks. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  I propofed 
making  an  opening  into  the  thorax  im- 
mediately. 


9 
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mediately,  as  the  moft  advifable  and  ra- 
tional ftep  to  be  taken ; but  his  friends 
obftinately  oppofed  all  the  arguments  I 
could  think  of,  to  fhow  the  propriety  of  it, 
even  that  the  prefervation  of  his  life 
depended  upon  it  in  all  appearance.  I 
was  fuffered  now  to  • perform  no  other 

* 

operation  than  bleeding,  which  I could 
not  do,  till  I had  prefied  up  the  air  to- 
wards the  fboulder  and  alfo  downwards, 
confining  it  there  with  bands,  before  I put 
on  the  ligature  in  order  to  bleed  him; 
without  which  precaution,  I might  have 
thrufi:  my  lancet  in  almoft  its  whole  length, 
and  not  have  reached  the  vein,  had  that,  by 
the  ligature,  been  fufficiently  comprefied. 
He  bled  freely,  after  which  I left  him  and 
ordered  a laxative  medicine,  an  emulfion 
with  fpermaceti  and  a pe&oral  decodtion, 
with  the  ftridt  obfervance  of  a proper 
regimen,  &c. 

i 

I vifited  him  again  next  morning  and 
found  him  evidently  worle  in  all  refpedts, 
which  induced  me  in  the  ftron^eft  terms 
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and  more  earneftly,  to  recommend  the 
opening  I at  firft  propofed,  which  was 
now  confented  to. 

Upon  making  the  opening  into  the 
thorax,  between  the  ribs  where  the  injury 
was  received  by  the  catch  in  the  gate-poft, 
as  foon  as  the  knife  entered,  rarified  air 
came  rufhing  out  violently,  and  a great 
quantity  of  a hot  bloody  fluid  along  with 
it.  Having  made  an  ample  aperture,  I 
dreft  fuperficially,  in  the  gentlefl  manner, 
and  applied  an  eafy  bandage,  diredting  him 
to  lie  on  the  affedted  fide,  in  order  to 
favour  the  difcharge  of  the  extravafated 
fluid. 

When  I'  vifited  my  patient  next  day  I 
found  there  had  been  an  immenfe  dif- 
charge from' the  wound,  that  he  breathed 
eaiier  and  that  the  inflation  was  univerfally 
much  fubfided.  Thefe  favourable  circum- 
ftances  gave  me  fome  hopes  of'  a happy 
event ; but  upon  my  vifit  the  day  follow- 
ing, the  fcene  was  changed,  the  difcharge 
9 was 


/ 
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was  very  foetid,  his  pulfe  and  breathing 
very  bad,  which  deftroyed  all  the  hopes  I 
entertained  the  day  before,  and  the  next  * 
day  he  died. 

Upon  examining  the  parts  after  death 
a lacerated  wound  was  difcovered  in  the 
lungs,  but  no  fradtured  rib 

W e drew  up  this  cafe  together  as  it  now 
flands  from  the  furgeon’s  minutes. 

A cafe  in  which  air , contained  in  the  cavity 
of  the  thorax , produced  fymptoms  of  an 
e?npyema. 

I was  confulted  on  this  occafion,  with 
a phyfician  and  a furgeon  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk.  The  patient  was  about  forty 

* See  an  extraordinary  cafe  of  an  emphyfema  in  the 
London  Med.  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  commum- 
cated  by  Dr.  Hunter,  occafioned  by  a fractured  rib,  and 
cured  in  the  manner  he  dire&ed. 
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years  of  age,  and  in  confequence  of  pe- 
. ripneumonic  fymptoms  his  lungs  became 
ulcerated,  and  he  had  long  expectorated 
purulent  matter,  attended  with  great  diffi- 
culty of  breathing ; he  had  alfo  a conftant 
pain  in  his  left  fide  of  fmall  extent; 
and  whenever  he  turned  himfelf  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  he  was  very  fenfible  of 
the  motion  of  1'ome  fluid,  which  fluctua- 
tion was  heard  as  well  as  felt  by  himfelf, 
and  fometimes  alfo  heard  by  thofe  about 
him. 

From  thefe  fymptoms  and  confi derations 
we  wer e unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
matter  floated  upon  the  diaphragm,  making 
it  advifable  to  perform  the  operation  for  an 
empyema,  particularly  on  account  of  the 
flxt  pain,  as  has  been  mentioned,  which  was 
often  to  a very  great  degree,  efpecially 
when  he  coughed.  On  making  the  inci- 
fion  direCtly  upon  the  painful  part,  which 
was  between  the  6th  and  7th  ribs,  as  foon 
as  the  knife  entered  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  rarified  air,  and  nothing  elfe,  came 
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rufliing  out,  with  an  audible,  libilous 
noife,  which  was  heard  by  all  of  us. 
Immediately  after  this  operation,  though 
no  purulent  matter  was  difcharged,  yet  he 
could  lie  upon  either  fide,  without  increafe 
of  pain  or  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  he 
could  not  do  before ; however,  all  things 
confldered,  we  could  not  doubt  of  the  cafe 
ending  in  a marafmus. 

v O 

In  this  cafe  air  muff  efcape  through 
fome  aperture  in  the  lungs,  by  the  air-vef- 
fels,  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  there 
rarify,  producing  the  complaints,  which  we 
afcribed,  before  the  operation,  to  purulent; 
matter  therein  contained. 

The  patient  lived  feveral  months  after  the 
operation,  without  having  any  return  of 
pain  or  fenfation  of  a fluduating  fluid  as 
before ; nor  was  there  the  leaf!  appearance 
of  matter  proceeding  from  the  lungs  or 
cavity  of  the  thorax  through  the  wound, 
which  was  kept  open  feveral  weeks,  in  ex- 
pedition of  fuch  a difcharge. 
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The  aperture  in  the  lungs,  which  we 
believed  admitted  the  air  to  pafs  into  the 
cavity,  certainly  clofcd,  as  he  never  after 
the  operation,  even  when  the  wound  was 
perfectly  healed,  had  any  return  of  fymp- 
toms,  that  evidently  proceeded  from  the 
rarefaction  of  the  air  in  the  thorax,  ac- 
cording to  what  we  have  obferved. 

Leave  could  not  be  obtained  to  invefii- 
gate  this  matter,  after  the  patient’s  death. 

1 

At  the  time  when  the  operation  was  per- 
formed, we  could  with  our  fingers  feel  fome 
hard  tubercles  upon  the  lungs,  but  found 
very  little  adhefion  of  them  to  the  pleura 
within  reach  of  the  finger  *. 


* See  what  is  mentioned  concerning  air  being  con- 
tained in  the  thorax,  communicated  by  Mr.  Hewfon,  in 
the  London  Med.  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  V ol.  III. 
Yid.  Boneti  Anatom,  practic.  Lib.  11.  Se£t.  1.  Obfervat. 
54.  & Schol. 
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Of  a very  large  encyjled  lymphatic  tumour , 
which  was  happily  extirpated  at  the 
Heckingham  houfe  of  indujlry  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk . 


In  November,  1768,  I attended  a con- 
sultation at  this  houfe,  by  the  exprefs  de- 
fire of  the  governors  and  the  Surgeons,  in 
order  to  confider  of  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  performing  an  operation  on 
this  occafion,  which  had  been  deemed 
extremely  dangerous  by  feveral  Surgeons, 
before  the  patient  was  admitted  into  the 
houfe. 

# 

She  was  about  35  years  of  age  and  not 
of  a good  habit.  About  three  years  before, 
after  a lying-in,  Ihe  took  notice  of  a Small 
tumour  on  the  right  fide  of  her  body  to- 
wards the  inguen,  which  raifed  a fufpicion 
of  its  being  a hernia  at  fir  ft.  It  gradually 
increafed  and  extended  downwards,  adher- 
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ring  to  the  labium  pudendi  and  anus,  turn- 
ing about  in  a curve,  having  a figure  and 
form  much  refembling  the  ftomach,  which 
ended  upon  the  middle  of  the  hip. 

Our  confultation  was  very  agreeable, 
confifting  of  four  furgeons  befides  myfelf. 
We  looked  upon  it  as  an  encyfted  tumour 
of  the  lymphatic  kind,  degenerating  into  a 
cancerous  date.  After  ftridt  examination 
of  the  parts,  and  deliberately  confidering 
every  circumdance,  we  thought  it  might 
be  extirpated  with  fafety,  as  it  was  not  yet 
fixt  to  the  fubjacent  parts;  but  were  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  cure  of  the 
wound  was  very  precarious  : however,  as 
there  was  no  profpecd  of  preferving  her  life 
or  affording  her  relief,  by  any  other  means, 
the  operation  was  approved,  and  then  judi- 
cioufly  performed,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  a furgeon 
of  eminence  at  Bungay  in  Suffolk,  fhe 
having  been  duly  prepared  for  it,  in  cafe  it 
fhould  be  thought  advifable  in  our  conful- 
tation. 

i * 
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Great  care  was  taken  to  fecure  the  arte- 
ries, by  needle  and  ligature,  as  the  operator 
proceeded  carefully  differing,  by  which 
precautions  the  effufion  of  blood  was  but 
fmall,  confidering  the  fize  and  extent  of  the 
tumour,  which  weighed  between  five  and 
fix  pounds. 

No  ill  accident  happened  in,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of,  the  operation ; the  wound 
digefted  and  healed  kindly,  and  the  patient 
left  the  houfe  with  it  perfectly  cicatrized  in 
about  ten  weeks,  as  Mr.  Lewis  informed 
me ; though  not  free  from  other  com- 
plaints, and  among  the  reft  fhe  had  a bron- 
chocele,  which  did  not  pafs  unnoticed  in 
our  confultation. 

\ ■ 4 t V 

I was  concerned  the  year  before  in  an 
operation  of  the  fame  kind.  The  tumour 
was  fituated  upon  a woman’s  thigh,  in 
confequence  of  an  accident  received  ten 
years  before.  It  extended  from  a few  inches 
above  her  knee  near  to  her  body,  and  mea- 
fured  full  a yard  in  circumference.  By  the 
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fame  precautions  that  have  been  mentioned, 
we  did  not  here  lofe  more  than  a pound  of 
blood  in  the  operation  : and  in  both  cafes, 
by  a wary  didedtion,  the  cyfls  were  not 
opened. 

This  tumour  weighed  between  twelve 
and  thirteen  pounds  5 the  contents  of  it 
were  infpiffated  lymph  of  the  confidence 
of  brains,  and  when  contained  in  the.cyd 
much  refembled  the  brain  in  the  dura 
mater.  Dr.  Hay  of  Ipfwich,  and  Dr. 
D’  Urban  of  Halefworth,  were  prefent  at 
this  operation. 

The  cicatrix  in  this  cafe  remained  hrm 
more  than  a year,  and  our  patient  walked 
about  her  bufinefs  ; then,  upon  having  a 
feverifh  diforder,  it  broke  out  in  the  upper 
part  of  it,  and  became  a cancerous  ulcer, 
throwing  out  large  fungous  excrefcences 
before  die  died,  as  I was  informed  by  the 
furgeon  concerned  for  her. 


In 
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In  both  thefe  cafes  the  operation  fhould 
have  been  performed  much  fooner  *. 


Of  bronchoceles . 


I have  had  my  opinion  afked  in  a great 
number  of  tumours  of  this  kind  ; and  can- 
not recoiled!  an  inftance  of  their  endanger- 
ing life,  even  when  enlarged  to  a very  great 
fize.  From  my  obfervation  men  are  not  fo 
fubjedt  to  this  difeafe  as  women. 

i 

It  is  faid,  that  in  fome  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  there  are  perfons  who  under- 
take to  cure  this  difeafe ; and  fome  years 
ago  I had  a letter  upon  this  fubjedl  from 
a furgeon  of  charadter  at  Coventry,  written 
in  a very  modeft  and  fenfible  manner, 
wherein  he  acquainted  me  he  had  fometimes 


* See  Monf.  Quefnay’s  excellent  Mem.  fur  les 
Vices  des  Humeurs  relative  to  this  fubjedt,  prefixt  to 
the  firft  Vol.  of  the  Mem.  de  l’Acad.  Roy.  de 
Chirurgie. 
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fuccecded  : but,  for  my  own  part,  I muft 
ingenuoufly  confefs,  the  various  methods  I 
have  tried  to  difperfe  thefe  fwellings,  even 
in  a recent  flate  and  moderate  fize,  have 
been  defeated  and  I never  durft  venture 
to  attempt  the  cure  by  excifion,  on  ac- 
count of  the  vicinity  of  the  large  blood- 
velfels. 

I was  once  indeed  prevailed  upon  to  be 
prefent  at  fuch  an  operation,  where  the 
tumour  was  of  a very  large  ftze,  and  the 
patient’s  blood  in  a thin,  depauperated 
flate. 

Before  I went  the  operation  was  refolved 
upon,  in  a numerous  confultation,  and  all 
I could  do  was  to  £how  my  fears  and  appre- 
hen liens  of  what  would  probably  attend  it, 
declaring,  that  were  it  a patient  of  mine  I 
would  not  attempt  it. 

* I have  talked  with  many  eminent  hofpital  furgeons 
upon  this  fubje£t,  and  they  exprefs  themfelves  in  the 
fame  manner,  who  have  the  beft  opportunities  of  im- 
proving our  art,  and  making  ufeful  difcoveries. 

The 
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The  furgeon  was  a good  and  intrepid 
operator ; bat  before  -he  had  half  finifhed 
the  operation,  there  was  fuch  an  effufion  of 
blood  as  obliged  him  to  defift,  and  turn  his 
whole  attention  to  retraining  the  haemor- 
rhage, or,  in  the  opinion  of  all  prefent,  the 
patient  would  have  funk  and  died  under  his 
hands.  She  died  in  lefs  than  a week,  and 
I was  informed,  the  blood  was  never  totally 
fhopt.  The  unhappy  event  naturally 
brought  the  reputation  of  all  the  furgeons 
concerned  in  queflion. 

I remember  another  cafe  of  this  kind,  in 
which  my  opinion  was  afked  jointly  with 
that  of  an  excellent  furgeon  in  the  country, 
my  particular  friend  *,  and  the  operation 
was  performed  again#  our  judgment,  by 
one  of  the  able#  furgeons  and  mo#  dexte- 
rous operators  in  London,  which  was  very 
near  ending  in  a fatal  haemorrhage.  The 
young  lady’s  life  was  preferved,  only  by 

\ 

* Mr.  Cooper,  late  of  Bungay  in  Suffolk. 
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having  a fucceflion  of  perfons  to  keep  a 
condant  prefTure  upqn  the  bleeding  velfels 
day  and  night  for  near  a week,  with  their 
fingers  upon  proper  comprelfes,  after  the 
operator  had  been  repeatedly  difappointed 
in  the  life  of  the  needle  and  ligature,  6cc. 
as  his  pupil  allured  me  who  attended  this 
cafe. 

I may  here  add  a third  fimilar  cafe, 
wherein  I was  confulted,  in  which  the  fur- 
geon  concerned  difcovered  an  earned;  delire 
to  attempt  extirpation ; but  I as  earnestly 
urged  the  arguments  I have  affigned,  which 
dilfuaded  him  from  fo  dangerous  an  opera- 
tion. And  Mr.  Grindal,  furgeon  to  the 
London-infirmary,  in  a letter  he  fivoured 
me  with,  mentions  an  operation  of  this 
kind,  at  which  he  was  prefent,  though  it 
was  undertaken  again  d his  opinion  ; and  it 
was  attended  with  a very  great  effudon  of 
blood  ; ending  alfo  unhappily. 

This  difeafe  is  very  frequent  in  Swider- 

land. 
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land,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Alps,  which  made  Juvenal  fay, 

<%uis  tumidum  guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus  f * 


A cafe  wherein  matter  had  been  confined  in 
the  maxillary  firms,  attended  with  fome 
uncommon  circumfances . 


Some  years  ago  I was  confulted  in  this 
cafe,  with  a phyfician  and  two  furgeons, 
for  a gentleman  about  60  years  of  age. 
This  complaint  proceeded  from  a bad  fever, 
and  his  health  in  general  was  much  im- 
paired. The  fymptoms  evidently  declared 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe  and  the  matter 
had  forced  its  way  through  one  of  the 

noftrils.  After  confidering  the  circum- 

> 

fiances,  we  agreed  to  make  an  opening 
forthwith,  in  the  ufual  manner,  into  the 
linus,  for  the  free  difcharge  of  the  matter. 


* I have  been  told  by  gentlemen  who  have  been  in 
Swifferland,  that  this  tumour  in  the  throat,  called  gou- 
tiere,  is  far  from  being  there  looked  upon  as  a perfonal 
deformity. 
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The  patient  had  loft  all  his  teeth  in  this 
part  of  the  jaw-bone,  the  fockcts  ©f  which 
were  filled  with  a bony  fubftance,  and  by 
ftriCt  examination  we  found  the  bone  cari- 
ous. Upon  the  eligible  part  for  making 
the  perforation  he  could  not  bear  an  inftru- 
ment  for  that  purpofe,  without  caufing 
exquifite  pain,  and  obliging  him  to  throw 
his  head  backwards  violently,  in  a convul- 
five  manner.  This  prevented  our  proceed- 
ing in  the  operation  as  intended,  and  deter- 
mined us  to  cut  down  to  the  bone  on  the 
fide  with  the  point  of  a knife,  and  bore 
into  the  finus  with  a gimblet ; which  me- 
thod was  eafily  effected,  and  anfwered  the 
end,  though  not  quite  fo  well  as  the  other 
would  have  done,  in  giving  a difcharge  to 
the  matter,  with  the  opportunity  of  ufing 
injections,  &c.  as  the  rules  of  furgery  di- 
rected. The  opening  was  prefer ved,  fome- 
times  with  a leaden  canula  well  adapted  to 
it  with  ears,  and  fometimes  with  a piece  of 
bougie,  having  a ligature  affixed  to  it  to 
prevent  its  flipping  into  the  cavity,  and  in 
a reafonable  time,  by  the  affiftance  of  the 

5 phyfician’s 


phyfician’s  prefcriptions,  the  patient  reco- 
vered a good  ftate  of  health 


Of  a tumour  upon  the  region  of  the  ftomach , 
which  in  length  of  time  bur  ft  of  itfelf , 
and  through  the  opening  the  aliment  puffed, 
the  patient  living  and  walking  abroad  fome 
months  after . 

In  May,  1768,  Mr.  Aldrich,  a furgeon 
at  Halefworth,  defired  me  to  viiit  with 

* This  cafe  occurred  before  the  fourth  volume  of 
the  Mem.  del’Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurgie  was  publilhed 
at  Paris,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  one  treated  in 
the  like  manner,  having  a plate  annexed,  defcribing 
the  operation,  by  Monf.  Bordenave,  in  his  Obferva- 
tions  fur  les  Maladies  du  Sinus  Maxillaire. 

Since  this  I have  been  concerned  in  another  cafe 
of  this  nature,  which  had  been  of  five  years  {landing, 
where  there  was  a large  opening  into  the  nofe,  wdth 
an  extenfive  caries  of  the  bones  ; which  was  perfectly 
cured  by  the  treatment  defcribed  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  this  work,  by  making  an  opening  into  the  firms  the 
extent  of  the  alveoli  of  three  teeth,  cutting  away  their 
partitions  immediately  after  extracting  the  teeth. 
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him  Mrs.  Tovell,  of  Wenhafton,  about  60 
years  of  age,  of  a very  thin  and  delicate 
habit. 

More  than  20  years  before,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a llight  external  injury,  which 
was  at  firft  difregarded,  fhe  was  fubjedt  to 
traniient  pains  in  the  epigaftric  region, 
never  violent,  nor  confined  to  one  fpot, 
but  moftly  towards  the  left  fide.  In  this 
flate  fhe  remained  about  ten  years,  when 
lhe  was  feized  with  a violent  fever,  in 
which  the  pains  increafed,  and  a fmall  flat, 
tumour  appeared  over  the  bottom  of  her 
ffomach,  without  any  external  inflamma- 
tion or  throbbing  ; the  pain,  upon  preffure, 
was  not  augmented,  nor  had  fhe  any  com- 
plaint in  her  ftomach  at  this  time. 

Though  the  tumour  did  not  fubfide  when 
the  fever  went  off,  yet  floe  then  recovered 
her  former  hate  of  health,  rather  valetudi- 
nary ; and  thus  fhe  continued  10  years 
longer,  having  very  little  more  uneafinefs 
in  the  tumefied  part  than  in  the  abdomen 

in 
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in  general,  where  fhe  had  before  complained 
at  times ; but  never  to  any  great  degree. 
Now  a fever  arifing  upon  catching  cold, 
the  tumour  enlarged  and  inflamed,  dill  was 
attended  with  but  little  pain ; however,  in 
a few  days  it  burd  open,  difcharging  fome 
of  the  aliment  that  was  in  her  domach 
outwardly,  there  being  an  adhefion  of  it  to 
the  peritonaeum.  The  next  day  I vidted 
her  with  Mr.  Aldrich,  and  my  worthy 
friend  Mr.  Lynn,  of  Woodbridge,  being 
then  with  me,  he  went  with  us  about  dx 
in  the  evening.  Upon  removing  the 
dredings,  the  food  fhe  had  taken  that  day 
for  dinner,  confiding  chiefly  of  mackarel, 
came  pouring  out  upon  refpiration,  through 
the  fpontaneous  opening  now  grown  pretty 
wide.  We  applied  puff-ball  carefully  to 
the  aperture,  and  confined  it  with  drips  of 
common  plader,  eafy  comprefs,  and  a 
flannel  bandage,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  aliment  all  we  could,  defiring 
fhe  would  make  her  diet  con  fid  of  the 
fofted  and  mod  nutrimental  things,  that 
would  in  the  eafied  manner  be  converted 
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into  nourishment ; as  bread-pudding,  jel- 
lies, fa  go,  faloop,  &;c.  to  be  taken  often  in 
Imall  quantities  to  avoid  too  much  diften- 
tion  of  the  ftomach,  injoining  reft  in  a 
fupine  pofture  for  obvious  reafons  ; and  that 
recourfe  fhould  alfo  be  occafionally  had  to 
nutritive  clyfters : however,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  injunctions  which  we  ftrongly 
urged,  when  I vilited  her  again  three  days 
after,  I found  her  abroad  about  her  bulinefs 
as  ufual,  and  then  actually  feeding  her 
young  chickens,  fitting  upon  the  ground ; 
for  which  inconftderate  a£t  I very  earneftly 
reproved  her.  She  now  told  me,  that  but 
little  of  what  fhe  took  came  through  the 
opening ; that  the  dreftings,  comprefs  and 
bandage,  fat  eafy,  and  anfwered  their  end 
very  well ; that  her  food  agreed  with  her 
ftomach  ; that  fhe  had  no  fteknefs,  and 
that  fhe  had  the  benefit  of  a ftool  natu- 
rally every  day  as  fhe  uied  to  have. 

♦ 

Before  I left  Halefworth,  being  then  at 
doftor  D’ Urban’s,  I faw  her  dreft  feveral 

times,  obferving  no  ill  appearance  in  the 

ulcer. 
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ulcer,  and  that  but  very  little  aliment  pafled 
through  it.  Afterwards  I was  informed 
file  took  a fufficient  quantity  of  nourifh- 
ment  to  fupport  her,  without  lofing  flefh, 
and  that  nothing  unfavourable  occurred  in 
this  extraordinary  cafe,  till  the  latter  end  of 
Auguft,  when,  through  negligence,  die 
catched  cold,  and  a violent  fever  enfued. 
After  the  danger  of  this  fever  was  appa- 
rently over,  fhe  relapfed  in  confequence  of 
farther  indifcretion,  an^d  forfeited  her  life. 

Dodor  D’ Urban,  who  had  vifited  her 
alfo,  attended  the  opening  of  her  body  with 
the  furgeon.  The  liver  was  confiderably 
enlarged,  and  had  forced  the  ftomach  too 
much  to  the  left  fide  ; but  they  obferved 
nothing  elfe  remarkable  in  the  diffedion, 
only  a firm  adhefion  of  the  Jlomach , liver, 
and  peritonaeum , about  the  aperture : and 
it  was  their  opinion,  that  with  her  own 
prudent  care,  her  days  might  have  been 
prolonged,  had  not  the  ulcer  been  perfedly 
: healed.  The  adhefion  of  the  Jlomach  to 
the  peritonaeum  was  the  evident  means  of 
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her  prefervation,  upon  the  rupture  of  the 
tumour,  by  preventing  the  aliment,  &c.  from 
falling  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  *. 


Of  the  fmgularly  good  effect  of  mere,  fublim. 
corrofv.  in  a cancerous  cafe. 

In  June,  1766,  a gentleman’s  wife,  of  a 
delicate  habit,  aged  45,  confulted  me  con- 
cerning a mod:  alarming  complaint,  con- 
tradled  by  inadvertently  putting  a pipe  into 
her  mouth,  and  blowing  it  clean,  immedi- 
ately after  her  filler  had  ufed  it,  in  fucking 
down  fome  aliment,  that  being  the  only 
way  fhe  was  able  to  take  any  on  account  of 
a cancerous  ulcer  palling  quite  through  into 
the  mouth,  under  her  lower  jaw.  She  was 
almofl  inflantly  fenfible  of  a twinging  near 
the  tip  of  her  tongue,  and  foon  after  in 
her  lips,  and  moft  parts  of  her  mouth. 
In  a fhort  time  her  hufband  complained  of 

* Relative  to  this  cafe,  fee  in  Vol.  I.  an  account 
of  wounds  of  various  kinds  infli&ed  on  the  ftomaqh. 
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the  like  fenfation  in  his  lips,  &c.  which 
proceeded  only  from  killing  her  *. 

Various  methods  were  tried  fir  ft  at  home, 
then  in  London  and  abroad,  under  the  ableft 
practitioners,  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  the 
difeafe  gaining  ground  under  all  of  them. 

After  two  years  file  returned  from  Bruf- 
fels  to  England,  on  account  of  fome  emer- 
gent domeftic  affairs,  and  her  hufband  went 
to  Paris  to  confult  the  faculty  there. 

When  the  came  to  me  fiie  had  deep, 
fpreading  ulcers  in  her  tongue,  fides  of  her 
mouth,  tonfils  and  fauces  ; from  the  ap- 
pearance of  which,  and  the  hiftory  fhe 

* Turner  fays,  that  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  furgeon 
to  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  loft  his  life  in  confequence 
of  his  imprudent  curiofity,  by  touching  with  his 
tongue,  the  fluid  proceeding  from  a cancerous  gland, 
after  taking  off  a breaft  fo  difeafed.  See  a cancerous 
cafe  in  Vol.  II.  which  proceeded  from  drinking  fome 
liquor  impregnated  with  the  matter  that  iffued  from  an 
ulcerated  cancer. 
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gave  me  of  her  cafe,  I could  not  doubt  of 
its  nature ; belides,  I bad  once  feen  her 
fiffcer  in  her  calamitous  condition.  She  was 
a perfon  of  lingular  judgment  and  under- 
ftanding,  and  after  having  given  me  an  ac- 
curate and  circumftantial  account  of  what 
had  been  done  for  her  without  any  advan- 
tage, and  her  faying  flie  was  well  allured 
lublimate  had  not  been  given  her,  I pro- 
pofed  the  ufe  of  that  to  her  confideration, 
in  very  fmall  dofes,  to  be  perfevered  in  for 
fome  months.  She  approved  my  propofal, 
and  took  a lodging  near  me  ; and  after 
bleeding  and  gentle  purging,  I prefcribed 
it  in  the  following  manner,  ordering  one 
of  the  draughts  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

I?  Merc . fublimat . cor r os,  gr.fs 
Aq.  cinnam.  Jimp . 
puree  a g iij 

/• 

Thincl.  thebaic,  gutt . xx, 
f \ Hauji.  iv. 


folutio  in  mortar  10  vitreo  CJ  add . 
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I added  the  tintt.  thebaic,  to  make  the 
fublimate  lit  eaher  upon  the  ftomach, 
having  often  obferved  without  this  precau- 
tion, its  difagreeing  both  with  that  and  the 
bowels,  pfpecially  when  taken  in  larger 
dofes. 

In  this  courfe  fhe  proceeded  with  great 
regularity ; drinking  a decodtion  prepared 
with  guaiac.  faffaf.  china  & farfaparilla, 
wuth  a fmall  portion  of  milk  added  to  it, 

for  common  drink. 

■ ✓ 

' t *» 

She  waflied  her  mouth  and  throat  fre- 
quently with  barley  water  fweetened  with 
mel  rofac.  diffolving  in  a pint  of  this  gar- 
garifm  two  or  three  grains  of  the  fubli- 
mate. 

She  obferved  an  exadt  regimen,  taking 
nothing  of  a heating  or  poignant  nature, 
and  took  now  and  then  a cooling  purge. 

By  this  method  fhe  was  foon  evidently 
better,  and  perfedtly  cured  in  about  fix 

months. 
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months,  without  any  return  of  thediforder; 
and  now  enjoys  as  good  health  as  fhe  had 
done  for  many  years  before. 

She  had  a great  many  decayed  teeth  and 
flumps,  all  which  were  extracted  to  pre- 
vent irritation, 

What  method  was  taken  with  her  huf- 
band  at  Paris  we  could  not  learn  but  there 
he  died  in  about  three  months. 

After  fhe  had  found  fome  amendment, 
fhe  wrote  to  him  in  the  mofl  prefling  man- 
ner to  come  to  her ; but  he  was  then  in 
too  weak  a date  to  bear  fuch  a journey : 
and  it  would  have  been  running  the  greatefl 
rifk  of  her  own  life  to  have  attempted 
going  to  him  in  her  condition. 

I fhould  have  mentioned,  that  for  fome 
confiderable  time,  I ordered  a dofe  of  ex- 
trad  of  the  bark  to  be  taken  twice  a day, 
horis  medicis,  and  a draught  of  the  de- 
codion  before  mentioned  after  it,  as  an 

s univerfal 
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univerfal  corroborant  in  her  weak,  relaxed 
ftate  : and  that  after  ufing  the  gargarifm 
as  mentioned  a little  time,  I increafed  the 
quantity  of  fublimate,  but  not  to  a degree 
to  give  uneafinefs  to  the  parts,  ?md  added 
to  it  about  one-third  of  aqua  calcis  *. 

Of  cancerous  difeafes. 

t 

The  following  fhort  defcription  and  plain 
practical  account  of  cancers , with  the  treat- 

* Concerning  the  life  of  merc.fub.  corrofiv.  in  car- 
cinomatous, or  phagedaenic  ulcers,  fee  what  profejfor 
fVhytt  has  communicated  in  the  London  Med.  Obf. 
and  Inquiries,  Vol.  II.  and  alio  what  doftor  Akenfide 
has  written  about  its  efficacy  in  cancerous  cafes,  in  the 
Med.  Traafadtions  of  the  College  of  Phyficians. 

In  feveralinftances  I have  feen  Angularly  good  effedls 
from  this  mtrcurial  preparation,  by  long  and  regular 
perfeverance  n fome  obftinate  cutaneous  complaints. 

We  were  greatly  difappointed  here  in  England,  by 
do  ft  or  Stored  in  his  account  of  the  efficacy  of  cicuta , 
in  the  cure  of  cancers  ; though  it  was  fupported  by 
the  authority  of  the  late  illuftrious  barm  van  Swieten , 
and  other  eminent  men  at  Vienna. 
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ment  of  them  both  in  their  occult  and 
open  date,  from  my  own  remarks,  obfer- 
vations,  experience,  &c.  may  not  prove 
unacceptable  to  the  inexperienced  ; for  the 
benefit  of  their  patients  in  the  moft  formi- 
dable and  deplorable  difeafe  that  human 
nature  is  fubjedt  to,  when  it  will  not  admit 
of  cure  by  manual  operation. 

A cancer , according  to  the  acceptation 
of  the  word  in  a medical  fenfe,  fignifies  a 
hard,  unequal,  painful  tumour,  of  a du iky, 
purple,  or  livid  complexion  ; and  why  it  is 
fo  called  will  prefently  be  fhown. 

There  have  been  many  diflindions  of 
cancers  made  by  medical  writers,  which  are 
comprifed  in  the  occult  and  ulcerated. 

Sometimes  an  eroding  ulcer,  without 
fuch  a previous  tumour,  is  cafed  a cancer , 
and  by  fome,  with  no  impropriety,  a canker , 
as  this  word  imports  a difeafe  proceeding 
from  an  humour  of  a corrofive  aature  : and 
fometimes  fmall  appearances  upon  the  fkin 

like 
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like  warts,  without  pain  at  firft,  turn  can- 
cerous. 

A cancerous  tumour  commonly  has  a 
fmall  beginning,  gradually  increafing  from 
an  obftrudtion  in  fome  glandular  body, 
whether  from  an  internal  or  external  caufe, 
and  is  often  attended  with  a tickling  or 
itching  fenfation : and  during  its  indolent 
ftate,  without  having  the  colour  of  the 
fkin  altered,  it  has  the  appellation  of  a 
fcirrhus  *. 

In 

* Under  thefe  circum'ftances,  various  internal  and 
external  medicines  are  recommended  to  refolve  it,  as 
mercurials,  &c.  which  require  great  caution  in  their 
ufe, 

Vinegar  alone,  or  with  crude  fal  ammoniac  diffiolved 
in  it,  has  been  thought  efficacious  by  fome  from  their 
powerful  attenuating  qualities. 

A genuine  original  fcirrhus , in  which  lymph  is 
ftrongly  impacted,  fcldom  admits  of  refolution  by  any 
means  ; but  generally  terminates  in  a cancer , unlefs 
timely  extirpated. 

Alter  having  difTedled  out  feveral  fuch  fcirrhus  tu- 
mours, I have  found  their  interior  fubftance  like  an  hard 
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In  many  in  fiances  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine from  appearances,  when  the  tranfition 
out  of  the  fcirrhous  into  the  cancerous  flate 
happens ; and  its  progrefs  is  quicker  or 
flower  from  the  one  to  the  other,  from 
various  incidental  and  concurring  caufes. 

When  the  tumour  is  attended  with  a 
peculiar  kind  cl  burning,  fhooting  pains, 

unripe  apple,  thin  flices  of  which  being  boiled  in  water 
had  an  horny  appearance  when  cold  and  dry,  and  the 
water  they  were  boiled  in  became  glutinous. 

Sometimes  glandular  obdrudtions  in  the  breads  pro- 
duce tumours  refembling  a true  fcirrhus,  which  will, 
in  length  of  time,  inflame,  fuppurate,  and  end  favour- 
ably by  opening. 

I have  been  concerned  in  fome  fuch  cafes  ; but 
I muft  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that,  after  the  utmod  at- 
tention, I cannot  give  the  difcriminating  figns  with 
precifion  enough  to  be  depended  on  in  the  beginning  ; 
though  probably  even  then  the  genuine  fcirrhus  may 
have  a more  doney  hardnefs  to  the  feeling,  to  diredl 
our  judgment  in  fome  meafure ; however  it  may  be 
mod  advifable  to  diflect  out  thefe  tumours  early  in  a 
benign  date,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  their  dege- 
nerating into  cancers  alfo,  from  latent  caufes  beyond 
our  penetration. 
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and  the  fkin  has  acquired  the  dufky,  pur- 
ple, or  livid  hue,  it  may  then  be  deemed  a 
malignant  fcirrhus , or  a confirmed  cancer . 

When  thus  far  advanced,  in  womens 
breafts,  the  tumour  fometimes  increafes 
fpeedily  to  a great  fize,  having  a knotty, 
unequal  furface,  more  glands  becoming  ob- 
ftrutted ; the  nipple  finks  in,  varicous  or 
turgid  veins  are  confpicuous,  ramefying  far 
about,  refembling  a crab' s claws,  whence  it 
derives  the  name  of  cancer:  and  Paulas 
JEgineta  includes  the  whole  appearance  of 
the  crab  fijh  in  his  defeription  of  this 
tumour. 

Thefe  appearances  are  the  chara&eriftics 
of  an  occult  cancer  on  the  external  parts, 
and  we  may  fulpedt  the  exiftence  of  one 
internally,  when  fuch  heat  and  pain  as  have 
been  deferibed,  fucceed  in  parts  where  the 
patient  has  before  been  fenfible  of  a weight 
and  preffure  attended  with  obtufe  pain  *. 

* Vid.  Commentaria  illuftriffimi  Baronis  vail  Swieten. 
in  Aphorifmos  celeberrimi  Bperhaavii  dc  Scirrho  et 
Cancro. 
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There  is  no  part  of  the  body,  internal  or 
external,  which  is  exempt  from  this  grievous 
difeafe  ; but  the  glandular  parts  are  mod 
liable  to  it  for  obvious  reafons,  as  the  fluids 
cannot  pafs  through  them  fo  uninterrupt- 
edly m the  courfe  of  circulation,  on  account 

of  their  convoluted  vafcular  ftrudture : for 

% 

this  reafon  it  is  mod  frequently  obferved 
upon  the  breafts  of  women,  which  princi- 
pally confifl  of  glands. 

The  teftes,  penis,  uterus,  and  all  the  geni* 
tal  parts  of  both  fexes,  the  mefentery,  inteft „ 
redtum,  bladder,  &c.  are  often  affedtea  with 
it.  I have  alfo  feen  it  upon  the  eyes,  note, 
lips,  tongue,  fauces,  and  the  adjacent  glan- 
dular parts : and  two  fuch  cafes  have  come 
under  my  notice  upon  the  thigh,  and  two 
upon  the  arm,  of  which  only  one  was  per- 
fectly cured  by  extirpation : in  one  of  the 
other  the  wound  was  healed,  but  the  cica- 
trix foon  opened  again  j then  excrefcenceS 
like  the  heads  of  cauliflowers  fp routed  out, 
and  the  patient  died  miferably,  without  any 
profpedt  of  faving  his  life  by  the  lofs  of  his 
limb,.  Iu 
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In  one  of  the  other  cafes  it  was  thought 
ndvifable,  in  confultation,  to  propofe  ampu- 
tation of  the  thigh,  but  the  patient  would 
not  confent  to  it** 

A cancerous  tumour  never  melts  down 
in  fuppuration  as  an  inflammatory  one  does, 
the  obflrudtion  lying  in  the  minute  lym- 
phatic veffels.  When  it  is  ready  to  break 
open,  efpecially  in  the  breaft,  it  generally 

* Vid.  Hildani  Opera,  Obfervat.  i.  Cent.  I.  & 
Obfervat-.  88.  Cent.  3.  in  refpedt  to  extraordinary 
cafes  of  this  nature  upon  the  eye  and  penis.  And  fee 
my  obfervations  concerning  excrefcencies  with  a can- 
cerous afpect,  in  Vol.  II. 

I have  lately  been  confulted  in  two  fiich  in  the  in- 
tcftin.  reef,  and  the  patients  died  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
foon  after. 

Some  years  ago,  as  I have  before  mentioned,  a bladder 
entirely  feirrhous  was  taken  out  of  a boy  about  eight 
years  old,  and  fent  me,  relembling  the  gizzard  of  a 
fowl,  the  cavity  of  which  would  not  hold  a fpoonful 
of  urine,  and  in  it  were  found  two  Hones.  I prefented 
Mr.  Warner,  whom  I have  before  mentioned,  with 
this  curiofity.  Had  lithotomy  been  performed,  as  was 
propofed,  it  muft  have  had  a fatal  event. 
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becomes  prominent  in  fome  point,  attended 
with  an  increale  of  the  peculiar  kind  of 
burning,  ihooting  pain,  commonly  felt  be- 
fore, at  intervals,  in  a lefs  degree,  and 
deeper  in  the  body  of  the  gland  or  glands, 
probably  occafioned  by  fome  lymphatic 
fluid  there  contained  becoming  acrid  and 
irritating  3 though  this  fluid  in  its  natural 
ffate  is  very  foft  and  inoffenflve,  till  altered 
with  long  refidence  in  any  part  by  inteftine 
/ motion. 

In  the  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  in 
this  itate,  a corroding  ichor  fometimes 
tranfudes  through  the  fkin,  foon  forming 
an  ulcer  5 at  other  times  a conflderable 
quantity  of  a thin  lymphatic  fluid  tinged 
with  blood,  from  eroded  veflels,  is  found 
in  the  tumour  *. 

Ulcers 

* Tumours  of  the  feirrhous,  cancerous,  or  ftrumous 
nature,  proceed  originally  from  lymph  obftru&ing  the 
glands,  as  I have  proved  to  a demonftration  by  expe- 
riments : and  alfo  that  the  contents  of  the  fteatoma, 
meliceris,  and  atheroma,  are  lymph  in  different  degrees 

of  infpiflation.  The  meliceris  is,  moft  frequently  found 
. upon 
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Ulcers  of  this  nature  difcharge  a thin, 
fetid,  acrid  fames,  which  corrodes  the  parts, 
having  thick,  dark  coloured,  retorted  lips : 

x * a 

upon  the  head,  where  I have  often  feen  a great  many 
at  a time,  fometimcs  clufters  of  them  ; and,  from  my 
obfervation,  women  feem  more  fubjedf  to  this  kind  of 
tumour  than  men.  All  thofe  which  I have  been  con- 
cerned in,  have  had  the  wounds  heal  kindly  after  ex- 
tirpation. 

Thefe  tumours  are  thought  to  be  of  the  ftrumous 
family,  which  fometimes  alfo  put  on  cancerous  appear- 
ances ; and  under  fuch  circumftances  I have  fuccefs- 
fully  eradicated  fome  by  incifion. 

Very  lately  I was  concerned  in  extirpating  a tumour 
of  this  nature  about  the  fize  of  a walnut  fituated  below 
the  eye.  The  operation  was  attended  with  a very 
confiderable  haemorrhage,  which  was  effectually  re- 
trained by  a piece  of  the  fineft  fponge,  exactly  adapted 
to  the  wound,  with  moderate  preffure.  The  wound 
healed  kindly,  and  the  patient  continues  perfectly  well. 

See  what  is  faid  upon  fcirrhous  and  cancerous,  or 
carcinomatous  tumours,  in  the  Mem.  de  l’Acad.  Roy. 
de  Chirurg.  Tom.  i,  3,  4.  and  Tom.  1.  of  the  Prize 
Mems.  of  that  illuftrious  Society,  to  which  furgery  is 
greatly  indebted.  What  Le  Dran  has  written  upon 
this  fubject  alfo  deferves  attentive  reading  and  con- 
fid  erati  on. 

N 3 and 
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and  fungous  excrefcenccs  frequently  vege- 
tate from  thefe  ulcers,  notwithflanding  the 
corrolivenefs  of  the  humour.  In  this  date 
they  are  often  attended  with  excruciating, 
pungent,  lancinating,  burning  pains,  and 
fometimes  with  bleeding,  Thefe  are  the 
common  and  principal  appearances  of  this 
dreadful  dileafe  in  its  ulcerated  date 

Difference  of  conditution,  age,  and  other 
circumdances,  mud  dire£t  our  judgment 
in  making  prognodics,  after  confidering 
maturely  the  diagnodics  in  this  difeafe.  If 
the  patient’s  health  in  other  refpedts  is  not 
much  impaired,  the  cancer  in  an  occult, 

* W e read  of  the  terrible  ravages  of  this  difeafe  in 
Hildanus,  Stalpart  Vander  Wiel,  Wifeman,  and  other 
eminent  writers,  and  ijr  the  Mifcellanea  curiefa, 

./Etius  fays  : At  vero  ulceratus  cancer  afliduo  erodit, 
& ad  profundurn  perfodit,  nec  fifti  poteft,  & faniem 
cmittit  omni  ferarum  veneno  deteriorem,  copia  & odore 
abominabilem. 

I have  been  an  unhappy  fpedfator  in  many  fuch  la- 
mentable cafes,  not  knowing  how  to  give  permanent 
relief  to  the  miferable  patients, 

date. 
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ftate,  and  unattended  with  pain,  and  it  be 
not  exafperated  by  the  injudicious  ufe  of 
emollient  or  Simulating  applications,  or 
aggravated  by  intemperance  of  any  kind, 
it  may  long  remain  without  much  incon- 
venience, as  has  been  well  obferved  by  Hil- 
danus,  Tulpius,  and  others  of  great  atten- 
tion and  chara&er  ; and  I have  alfo  ob- 
ferved the  fame  myfelf  in  feveral  inftances, 
when  the  following  rules  have  been  duly 
attended  to  ; though  fhould  the  tumour  lie 
dormant  for  fome  years,  yet,  all  things 
confidered,  the  fponer  it  is  extirpated  cer- 
tainly the  better,  and  fuccefs  may  more 
reafonably  be  expected  toattend  the  ope- 
ration, efpecially  in  womens  breaSs,  for 
many  very  obvious  reafons,  where  it  gene-r 
rally  increafes  more  or  lefs  upon  the  ceifa- 
tion  of  the  menftrual  evacuation,  which 
frees  the  body  from  noxious  fuperfluities, 
&c.  hence  particular  attention  fhould  be 
paid  to  women  at  this  period  of  life,  when 
nature  fuffers  a great  change,  and  we  fee 
they  are  then  often  affedted  with  this  difeafe 

N 4 both 
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both  in  the  breaft  and  uterus,  without  hav-^ 
ing  had  any  appearance  of  it  before. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  phyficians  and 
furgeons,  who  have  pradtifed  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  that  the  nuns  are  more 
liable  to  this  difeafe  than  other  women, 
from  their  Rate  of  celibacy,  which  has  alfo 
been  obferved  by  the  great  Vefalius ; and, 
were  it  neceffary,  fome  reafons  might  be 
offered  here  for  its  being  fo 

The  curative  indications  are , 

i.  To  extirpate  the  tumour,  and  endea^ 
vour  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  difeafe, 
upon  the  fame  or  fome  other  part  of  the 
body. 

* Mon f.  Dionis  fays,  that  in  a tour  he  made  through 

the  provinces  in  France,  he  faw  many  women  in  the 

( 

monafteries  afflidled  with  cancers,  and  that  much  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  between  the  age  of  45  and 
50,  at  the  time  of  the  cellation  of  the  menfes  ; and 
that  thofe  who  were  younger,  and  fo  afflidled,  had  this 
evacuation  either  totally  obftrudted,  or  very  irregu-. 
larly. 
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2.  To  palliate  the  difeafe,  if  it  is  im- 
practicable, or  not  advifable,  to  extirpate 
the  tuniour,  or  the  operation  be  not  con- 
fen  ted  to. 

When  it  appears  advifable  to  propofe 
the  operation,  we  fhould  with  prudence 
and  precaution  give  our  opinion  concerning 
the  expediency  of  it,  without  intimidating 
the  patient  with  the  precarioufnefs  of  the 
event ; though  we  fhould  be  more  explicit 
in  this  point  to  the  relations  or  friends,  for 
our  own  juftification  fhould  it  not  encl 
happily. 

More  preparation  may  be  found  neceflary 
on  this  occafion,  both  in  refpeCt  to  medicine 
and  regimen,  than  is  generally  obferved 
before  moft  other  capital  operations : and 
if  the  patient  is  a woman,  the  time  of 
choice  for  performing  it  is,  when  the  men- 
flrual  evacuation  has  been  completely  over 
fome  days,  unlefs  at  a time  of  life  when 
$he  returns  of  it  are  at  uncertain  periods. 


\ 


Though 


I s 6 medical 

Though  it  is  necdlcfs  to  fay,  that  the 
operation  is  to  be  performed  in  the  mod 
eafy  and  gentle  manner  which  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  rules  of  furgery, 
will  admit  of,  yet  it  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fcquence,  as  I am  fully  convinced,  from 
much  and  long  experience,  to  be  particu- 
larly careful  in  extending  the  incifion  every 
way  fufficiently  into  the  found  parts  to  leave 
none  difeafed ; for  through  inattention  to 
this  circumfiance  I am  perfuaded  l'uccefs 
lias  fometimes  been  wanting  in  this  opera- 
tion. 

The  wound  is  to  be  treated  after  the 
common  manner  ; internals  prefcribed,  and 
diet  regulated,  as  indications  diredl ; and 
tranquillity  of  mind  in  the  courfe  of  the 
cure  is  efientially  necefiary  to  be  obferved. 

Some  time  before  the  wound  is  cica- 
trized, perhaps  the  method  which  proved 
fp  efficacious  in  the  preceding  cancerous 
cafe,  might  alfo  prove  beneficial,  by  a re* 
gular  perfeverance  in  it  for  a confiderable 

time 
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time  afterwards,  and  be  the  means  of  pre- 
venting a return  of  the  difeal'e 

When  the  wounds  are  nearly  healed  after 
fiich  operations,  fontanels  may  be  advifable; 
and  when  on  the  breads,  the  mod  eligible 
parts  to  open  them  in  feem  to  be  above  the 
fjioulder- blades,  or  rather  between  two  ribs, 
at  a proper  didance  from  the  lipiits  of  the 
cicatrix.  I have  proceeded  thus  upon  fpme 
fimilar  occalions,  and  I believe  with  ad-? 
vantage,  particularly  in  a cafe  related  after 

this  didertation  on  cancerous  difeafes  -f*. 

: \ « - 

Whep 

* The  patient,  whofe  cafe  is  alluded  to,  continues 
perfedlly  free  from  that  difeafe  ; I faw  her  very  lately. 

f I have  extirpated  fpirrhous  tumours  of  different 
fizes  put  of  the  breafts  of  women,  of  alrnoft  all  ages, 
before  they  arrived  apparently  at  the  cancerous  ftate, 
without  difappointment  in  the  cure  ; and  alfo  taken  ofF 
many  cancerous  breafts  with  fuccefs,  two  of  which  had 
been  feme  time  in  an  ulcerous  ftate,  having  ftill  fome 
favourable  circumftances  to  encourage  the  operations, 
^nd  they  fucceeded  fo  happily,  according  to  the  abqve 
tjirection,  that  the  patients  continue  perfectly  well, 
^fter  more  than  10  years,  See  reflections  ar\d  remarks 

relatjve;' 
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When  the  operation  is  not  advifable,  It 
is  requifitc  for  the  patient  to  obferve  a ftridt 
regimen  of  diet,  which  fhould  confift  of 
the  foft  demulcent  kind,  with  but  little 
animal  food  ; nothing  of  a heating  poignant 
nature  fhould  be  taken. 

A due  obfervance  of  this  article,  and  the 
other  non-naturals,  may,  in  fome  meafure, 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or  alle-« 
viate  the  fymptoms. 

• i 

Special  regard  fhould  be  had  to  avoid 
paffions  of  the  mind,  whence  I have  feen 
dreadful  confequences  in  this  difeafe. 

Gentle  purging,  and  moderate  bleeding, 
when  pain  and  tenfion  urge,  fhould  by  no 
means  be  omitted ; and  then  a more  fpare 
and  liquid  diet  fhould  be  enjoined. 

relative  to  the  extirpation  of  cancerous  breaks,  &c. 
Vol.  II. 

A cafe  of  the  fame  nature  I was  concerned  in  upo* 
a woman’s  arm,  where  the  operation  was  performed 
with  this  attention,  and  with  the  like  fuccefs. 

6 When 
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When  the  habit  is  thin,  and  the  patient 
feemingly  helical,  afs’s  milk  is  advifable  ; 
and  under  thefe  circumftances  a decodtion, 
prepared  with  rad.  farfaparill.  chin,  ering. 
and  raifins,  with  or  without  a portion  of 
new  milk,  is  a proper  common  drink. 

In  lax  confutations,  fome  preparation  of 
the  bark  may  prove  beneficial,  which  is  a 
good  antifeptic  as  well  as  a corroborant : 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  paper,  I 
have  a patient  with  an  ulcerated  cancer  in 
the  bread:,  who  has  been  taking  a cold  in- 
fufion  of  the  bark  in  water  with  orange- 
peel,  and,  I think,  with  fome  advantage  in 
jefpedt  to  her  general  health. 

All  compreflion  fhould  be  avoided  ; more 
efpecially  when  the  tumour  is  upon  the 
bread:,  which  diould  alfo  be  well  fufpended, 
if  it  becomes  burdenfome  by  its  weight. 

I believe  nothing  is  better  to  be  worn 
againd:  it,  than  well  drtffl:  hare’s  or  rabbit’s 
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ilvin  ; avoiding  all  undldous,  emollient,  of 
flimulating  applications. 

X 

This  appears  to  me  the  belt  method 
treating  a cancer  in  its  occult  hate,  whc/i 
the  operation  cannot  be  praCtifed,  and  when 
in  an  ulcerated  flate  the  fame  regimen,  6c c. 
is  advifable  to  correct  and  attemperate  the 
acrimony  of  the  juices,  with  fome  prepay 
ration  of  the  bark ; ufing  no  irritating  ap^ 
plications  to  the  ulcer  *.  Various  applica- 
tions 

* Extract,  eicutse  has  had  a fair  trial  given  It  in 
many  places  without  effect  in  cancerous  cafes.  Some 
judicious  practitioners  have  thought  it  beneficial  in 
glandular  tumours  of  a ftrumous  nature,  to  which  I can 
fay  nothing  to  be  depended  on  of  my  own  knowledge. 
jDoctor  Butter,  in  his  Treatife  upon  the  Hooping- 
Cough,  where  he  recommends  hemlock  as  a very 
efficacious  remedy  in  that  difeafe,  has  various  prepa- 
rations of  it  both  internal  and  external ; and  his  man- 
ner of  preparing  the  extraCl  is  a very  good  one.-^- 
There  is  an  excellent  paper  upon  this  plant,  in  the 
London  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries*  Vol.III. 
Art.  23.  communicated  by  doCtor  Rutty,  of  Dublin, 
to  dodtor  Fothergill,  and  by  him  to  the  lbciety.  And 

that 
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tions  are  recommended  by  writers  in  fur^ 
gery;  thofe  of  the  faturriine  kind  I have 
found,  by  long  experience,  mod:  agreeable 
in  general : the  following  lotion  and  cerate 
I have  frequently  ufed  much  to  my  fatis* 
faction,  and  eale  of  the  patients. 

R Pulv.  e cernfs.  comp. 

Mucilag.  gum . arab.  a zij 
Sac  char,  faturni  dj 

Probe  contritis  in  mortario  marmofeo  adde 
fenjim 
Aq.  calcis 

Rofar . damafcenar.  a 3 vj  f.  lotio . 

Unguent,  faturnin . cum  duplici 
qua?ititate  cerce  alba:  paratunt  f.  cerat. 

After  having  gently  cleanfed  the  ulcer 
it  Is  to  be  well  wafhed  with  the  lotion 

that  volume  is  concluded  with  a very  excellent  one, 
founded  upon  experience,  in  various  diforders,  by 
(loctor  Fothergill,  who  recommends  the  ufe  of  the 
extract  in  fcrophulous  cafes,  particularly  in  adults. 
He  alfo  adviles  at  what  time  to  gather  the  plant,  and 
how  to  prepare  the  extract. 
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moderately  warm,  and  ftrips  of  plafter  made 
with  the  cerate  laid  round  the  edges ; then 
foft  even  dry  lint,  or  lint  moiftened  with 
the  lotion,  is  to  be  applied,  and  a plafler 
of  the  cerate  over  that,  having  fmall  holes 
fnipt  in  it,  that  the  matter  may  not  be 
confined ; and  over  this  drefiing,  nothing 
is  fo  proper  and  eafy  as  cotton-wool  wrapt 
up  in  fine  linen  cloth,  with  a very  flight 
bandage. 

Sometimes  I have  faced  the  pledgets  of 
lint  with  unguent,  faturnin.  having  a little 
pulv*  e cerufs.  comp,  mixt  with  it.  How- 
ever, great  regard  mufl  be  paid  to  the 
efFeCt  of  every  kind  of  application,  to  be 
varied  according  to  circumftances,  and  the 
efFeCts  it  produces : for  what  lhall  be  found 
by  experience  to  keep  the  parts  eafieft  is 
heft. 


Some  practitioners  of  great  character 
have  highly  recommended  applications  pre- 
pared with  folanum,  cicuta,  and  other  nar- 
cotic plants  j I have  tried  them  in  various 

forms, 
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forms,  and  made  ointments  with  them  in 
the  fame  manner  as  unguent,  fambucin. 
P.  L.  adding  wax  in  fuch  proportion  as  to 
give  them  the  confiftence  of  a foft  cerate ; 
and  found  they  fometimes  proved  an  eafy 
dreffing  : I have  alfo  feen  fome  good  effect 
from  a carrot-poultice,  particularly  in  cor- 
recting the  fetid  putrefcence. 

The  flench  proceeding  from  thefe  ulcers 
is  often  very  great,  confequently  noxious 
to  the  patient  and  attendants  *. 

In  this  condition  they  require  frequent 
dreffing,  even  three  or  four  times  in  24 
hours,  and  to  have  the  cloths  fprinkled 
with  fome  odorous  antiputrefcent  liquor, 
as  lavender-water  alone,  or  mixt  with  vine- 
gar : and  now  it  may  become  very  neceffary 
to  defend  the  fkin  about  the  ulcer  againfl 
the  acrimony  of  the  matter,  by  plafters  of 


* DoCtor  Harris  has  recorded  a fatal  inflance,  where 
a phyfician  fuffered  in  this  manner  from  his  own  wife, 
who  was  afflicted  with  an  ulcerous  cancer  in  her  breaflr. 
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eerat.  alb.  or  fomething  of  that  gentle  na- 
ture fpread  thin  upon  fine  cloth.  In  ex- 
treme pain  recourfe  mufl  occafionally  be 
had  to  opiates.  In  haemorrhages,  which 
often  happen  from  erofion  of  the  veffels,  I 
have  u fed  lycoperdon  or  puff-ball,  dry  or 
'moiftened  with  aqua  ftyptica,  which,  with 
moderate  preflu  re,  has  effectually  anfwered 
the  end  without  creating  pain,  which  is 
no  immaterial  confideration,  in  thefe  cafes 
particularly  ; and  in  a lady’s  cafe,  wherein 
I am  concerned  at  this  juncture,  it  has  had 
this  happy  effeCt  more  than  once,  in  her 
cancerous  breaft. 

I have  fome times  applied  to  the  ulcers 
thin  flices  of  this  foft,  eafy  fungous  fub- 
ftance,  inftead  of  dry  lint,  as  an  abforbent, 
after  wafhing  it  with  the  lotion,  when  there 
has  been  no  bleeding,  and  it  has  agreed 
very  well 

* Concerning  this  very  ufeful  fungous  fubflance, 
fee  the  firft  volume,  under  the  article  of  fungous 
fub  fiances. 
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The  beft  and  moft  expeditious  way  of 
cleanfing  the  ulcer  at  the  times  of  dreffing 
is,  with  a piece  of  the  fineft  fponge,  of 
fuitable  dimeniions,  exprefled  out  of  warm 
water,  having  a little  brandy  mixt  with  it, 
which,  by  gentle  predfure  upon  the  ulcer, 
at  once  abforbs  the  matter  in  the  moft  eafy 
manner,  and  alfo  corrects  putrefcence. 
The  fame  method  may  likewife  be  found 
as  proper  in  other  ulcers  or  wounds,  as  I 
have  before  mentioned* 


Hiflory  of  a cafe,  f owing  the  fingiilarly  good 
effebl  of  a feton  between  the  ribs,  after 
the  extirpatiofi  of  a large  fcirrhous  tumour 
out  of  a woman  s breafi . 

I was  defired,  in  autumn  1773,  to  join 
in  confultation  with  an  able  furgeon  in 
great  practice,  concerning  a true  fcirrhous 
tumour  in  a woman’s  bread:,  about  30  years 
of  age,  apparently  near  its  tranfition  into 
the  cancerous  ftate.  For  many  years  fhe 
had  been  fubjcdt  to  pulmonic  complaints, 

O 2 threat- 


I96  MEDICAL 

threatening  a confumption,  and  indeed  was 
thought  to  be  in  that  condition. 

After  mature  deliberation,  and  confider- 
ing  every  circumftance,  we  jointly  advifed 
extirpation  of  the  tumour,  paying,  at  the 
lame  time,  all  due  regard  and  attention  to 
the  other  biforder ; having  then  alfo  in 
view,  fhould  her  lungs  be  relieved,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  difcharge  from  the  wound, 
to  open,  when  that  fhould  be  nearly  healed, 
a feton,  or  large  fontanel,  between  the 
ribs,  juft  beneath  the  cicatrix. 

Though  the  difcharge  from  the  wound 
had,  as  we  hoped  it  might  have,  a good 
effetf:  in  relieving  her  lungs,  yet  fhe  would 
not  then  confent  to  have  the  feton,  or  fon- 
tanel, as  propofed ; but  the  pulmonic 
fymptoms  returning  foon  after  the  healing 
of  the  wound,  to  as  great  a degree  as  be- 
fore the  operation,  induced  her  to  comply 
with  what  we  had  ftrongly  recommended ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  feton,  which  fhe  pre- 
ferred to  the  fontanel,  began  to  difcharge 
freely,  fire  found  relief,  and  in  a few  months 
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was  freed  from  her  cough,  See.  and  has 
enjoyed  good  health  fince,  in  all  refpedts, 
for  more  than  two  years ; ahuring  me,  that 
die  aferibes  her  recovery  to  the  difeharge 
between  her  ribs,  which  die  dill  preferves, 
and  to  which  die  is  well  reconciled,  being 
fenfible  of  its  great  efficacy. 


Of  an  hydrocele , with  a difeafed  tejhcle  ac- 
companying it,  and  a more  uncommon  ap- 
pearance than  that . 

April  the  17th,  1773,  Mr.  He  ichman, 

■ 

a furgeon  of  a very  refpe&able  cuaradler, 
at  Earl-Soham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
brought  a patient  to  me  at  doctor  D’Ur- 
ban’s,  at  Halefworth,  about  28  years  of 
age,  whofe  health  feemed  good  in  all  other 
j-efpe&s,  except  a tumour  in  his  ferotum, 
which  had  been  deemed  an  hydrocele  tu^ 
nicae  vaginalis. 

About  a year  and  a half  before,  the 
patient  himfelf  difeovered  a fmall  tumour 

Q 3 on 
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on  the  anterior  and  interior  part  of  his 
right  tefticle,  which  increafed  gradually, 
and  was  now  about  live  inches  in  length, 
and  eight  in  circumference,  extending  al- 
moft  to  the  abdominal  ring,  having  in  it  a 
manifeft  fluctuation  of  a fluid.  It  was 
attended  with  fome  degree  of  fhooting  pain 
quite  to  the  loins,  the  fkin  had  a fwarthy 
colour,  the  veins  upon  it  were  varicous, 
and  the  fpermatic  cord  was  confiderably 
enlarged. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  according  to  what  I 
have  often  obferved,  may  juftly  raife  ap- 
prehenftons/  when  the  tefticle  cannot  be 
diftinCtly  felt  through  a dfcnfiderable  quan- 
tity of  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  that  it 
is  not  a Ample  hydrocele ; and  this  is  a 
point  which  demands  the  utmoft  attention 
to  direCt  our  practice  for  the  fafety  of  the 
patient,  left  the  cafe  fhould  prove  compli- 
cated with  a difeafed  tefticle. 

On  the  7th  of  May  following,  I was 

defired  to  attend  a confultation,  conflfting 

of 
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of  four  furgeons,  at  the  patient's  own 
houfe. 

After  deliberately  confidering  every  cir- 
cumilance,  we  thought  it  by  no  means  ad- 
vilable  to  purfue  the  palliative  method 
pra&ifed  in  a true  hydrocele,  nor  attempt 
the  radical  cure  either  by  cauflic  or  feton, 
as  recommended  by  two  eminent  writers  *. 

We  were  willing  to  proceed  with  all  due 
precaution  for  our  own  fakes  as  well  as  our 
patient’s  fafety;  confequently  we  acquainted 
his  relations  and  friends  with  the  refult  of 
our  deliberations,  and  the  precarioufnefs  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  method  propofed,  which 

* Mr.  Pott  and  Mr.  Elfe.  Soon  after  this  volume 
was  firft  printed,  Mr.  Warner,  whom  I have  before 
mentioned,  publifhed  his  treatife  on  this  fubjedt,  the 
refult  of  long  experience,  great  judgment,  and  accu- 
rate anatomical  knowledge,  wherein  he  mentions  the 
fuccefsful  ufe  of  fponge-tents,  after  pundture  with  a 
lancet,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  recommended  by  thofe 
gentlemen,  in  their  methods  of  performing  the  radical 
cure  of  this  dileafe. 
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we  had  unanimoufly  agreed  upon,  and  it 
was  readily  aflented  to  by  all  concerned. 

The  patient  having  been  properly  pre- 
pared, an  incifion  of  a fufficient  extent  was 
now  made  at  the  inferior  and  anterior  part 
of  the  tumour,  in  order  to  inveftigate  the 
flate  of  the  tefticle ; intending,  if  found 
difeafed,  as  we  feared,  to  proceed  to  caftra- 
tion  diredtly,  having  an  apparatus  ready ; 
and  if  not  fo  affedted,  then  to  endeavour 
to  perform  the  radical  cure,  by  extending 
the  inciiion  farther,  &c.  as  ihouldbe  found 

“ ' . t s / -/  • 

necellary  *. 

Upon 

* See  Vol.  II.  upon  this  fubjeift,  particularly  the 
note  on  the  cafe  of  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
taken  for  a fcirrhous  tefticle,  and  the  cafes  relative  to 
caftration,  p.  224  and  235 — 246. 

Two  years  ago  I was  confulted  in  a ftmple  hydro- 
cele, for  a perfon  about  70  years  of  age,  and  the  pal- 
liative operation  was  performed,  difcharging  near  a 
quart  of  water,  without  any  bad  accident  in  confe- 
quence  of  it.  Next  year  the  operation  was  again  per- 
formed, defiring  our  patient  to  forbear  much  exercile 
for  a few  days  3 but  the  day  after  he  rode  a long 

journey, 
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Upon  making  the  incifion,  eight  or  ten 
ounces  of  a fluid,  like  pale  urine,  pafled 
out,  and  then  an  hydatide,  about  the  flze 
of  an  hen’s  egg,  prefented  itfelf,  having  a 
tranfparent,  thick,  gelatinous  fluid,  con- 
tained in  a fine  pellucid  membrane,  adhe- 
ring to  the  tunica  albuginea  of  an  enlarged 
difeafed  tefticle.  Thefe  circumflances  de- 
termined us  to  proceed  forthwith  to  caftra- 
tion,  which  was  performed  without  any 
remarkable  occurrence,  taking  up  the  fper- 
matic  artery  with  a little  cellular  membrane 
by  the  needle  and  ligature,  avoiding  the 
nerve.  The  flieath  of  the  cord,  and  the 
'tunica  vaginalis,  were  much  thickened,  and 
refembled  doe’s  leather. 

After  the  operation  we  accurately  exa- 
mined the  difeafed  parts,  and  found  the 
membrane  which  enveloped  the  hydatide 
firmly  attached  to  the  tunica  albuginea,  and 

journey,  which  occasioned  a violent  inflammation  j it 
was  treated  properly  by  his  furgeon  in  ordinary,  and 
proved  a radical  cure,  though  no  abfcefs  fucceeded  the 
inflammation. 


% 
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to  the  epididymis,  of  a livid  complexion  ; 
and  that  the  teftis  had  a cancerous  ten- 
dency, the  tubuli  of  which  were  of  a dark 
colour.  Thefe  appearances  gave  us  the 
fatisfadtion  of  being  convinced  we  had  pro- 
ceeded rationally,  as  well  as  with  a degree 
of  precaution  extremely  neceffary  in  a cafe 
no  lefs  dubious  in  its  event  than  important 
in  its  nature. 

The  fymptoms,  in  confequence  of  the 
operation,  were  favourable,  and  on  July  the 
28  th,  when  I again  met  Mr.  Henchman 
upon  bufinefs,  he  informed  me  the  wound 
had  been  perfectly  cicatrized  fome  weeks, 
and  that  the  patient  enjoyed  a good  flate  of 
health  *. 

* Vid.  Morgagni  de  Caufis  & £edibus  Morborum, 
Epift.  43.  Art.  16  & feq.  and  Mr.  Elfe’s  judicious 
Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele  Tunicae  vaginalis  Teftis, 
concerning  hydatidesntpon  the  tunica  albuginea,  &c. 
Morgagnus  fays,  in  his  Adverfaria  anatomica,  that  the 
tunica  albuginea  confifts  of  two  lamellae  : and  De 
Graaf  de  Virorum  Organis  Generationis,  fays,  Vafa 
lymphatica  quae  admodum  dextere  in  tefticulis  detexit 
noftri  feculi  curiofitas,  non  foluin  provenire  nobis 
, videntur 
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vidcntur  a tunica  albuginea,  fed  etiam  ab  interna  tcfli- 
eulorum  fubftantia:  and  Nuck,  in  his  Adenographia 
Curiofa,  fpeaks  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Read  what  the  late  celebrated  profcflbr  Monro  has 
written  upon  tumours  in  the  ferotum,  in  the  Medical 
Effays,  Vol.  V.  and  Monf.  Bertrandi’s  Diflertation  on 
the  Hydrocele,  in  the  Mem.  de  1’Acad.  Roy.  de  Chi- 
rurgie,  Tom.  III. — Mr.  Ingram,  in  his  Chirurgical 
Obfervations,  deferibes  fix  diftindt  kinds  of  hydroceles, 
which  are  well  worth  attending  to,  where  he  alfo  takes 
notice  of  hydatides  ; but  does  not  mention  a cafe 
wherein  any  appeared  in  an  hydrocele  in  thefe  parts, 
jior  how  they  are  produced. 

As  lymphatics,  according  to  the  dodtrine  of  accu- 
rate modern  anatomifts,  take  their  rife  from,  and  are 
difperfed  in  the  cellular  membrane,  fo  probably  hyda- 
tides proceed  from  ruptures  of  them,  having  their  fluid 
depoflted  in  the  cells  of  that  membrane,  which  is  the 
univerfal  connedting  fubftance ; and  there,  gradually 
increafing  and  diftending  them,  form  cyfts  of  different 
fizes.  Some  have  thought  hydatides  were  lymphatics 
diftended  with  their  fluid  by  obftrudti'ons. 

See  Hewfon’s  excellent  Treatife  on  the  Lymphatic 
Syftem,  publifhed  fince  I wrote  this  volume. 
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Of  the  good  effeSl  of  oppofite  cauftfcs,  as  de- 
ferred by  Dr.  Barry  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Efj'ays , Vol.  iv.  Edit . 4. 


Some  years  ago  a phyfician  at  I h,  in 

the  county  of  Suffolk,  advifed  a young  gen- 
tleman, under  venereal  and  ftrumous  com- 
plaints, to  confult  me,  in  conjunction  with 
his  furgeons,  concerning  a tumour  upon  one 
of  his'  tefticles,  after  having  taken  the  opi- 
nion of  one  of  the  moft  eminent  furgeons  in 
London,  who  declared  he  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  fubmit  to  caftration  as  the  only 
remedy.  This  dreadful  fentence  gave  him 
great  diffatisfadion,  and  he  abfolutely  deter- 
mined then  not  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a lofs. 

/ 

From  an  opening  of  afmall  abfeefs,  upon 
the  fuperior  and  lateral  part  of  the  tefticle, 
which  difeharged  an  ill-conditioned  matter, 
proceeded  an  excrefcence  the  fize  of  a fmall 

walnut. 
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walnut,  having  a very  unfavourable  and 
threatening  afped:. 

After  having  deliberately  confidered 
every  circumftance,  as  well  the  antecedent 
as  the  prefent,  I ventured  to  propofe  to  the 
confideration  of  my  brethren,  an  attempt  to 
deftroy  the  excrefcence,  by  a cautious  pro- 
cedure in  the  method  above-mentioned,  as 
the  patient  would  by  no  means  confent  to 
the  ufe  of  the  knife.  My  brethren  ac- 
quiefcing,  and  our  patient  readily  comply- 
ing, it  was  fo  efFe&ually  eradicated,  as  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  cure  by  the  common 
treatment  externally,  and  internally  as  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  required,  without  any 
future  vegetation  *. 

He  regularly  perfevered  for  fome  months 
in  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  with  very  fmall 
dofes,  morning  and  night,  of  mere,  fublimat. 
corroliv.  as  an  alterative,  ufing  a laxative 
occafionally,  and  drinking,  for  common 

* See  Vol.  I,  and  II,  concerning  the  ufe  of  cauftics. 

drink. 
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drink,  deco&um  lignorum,  with  a fmall 
portion  of  new  milk  added  to  it,  ftridtly 
obferving  the  non-naturals  at  the  lame 
time. 

Some  years  after  I attended  this  gentle- 
man upon  another  occafion,  and  found  he 
had  not  the  leaft  complaint  upon  the 
tefticle. 


Gf  an  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  of  the 
fpermatic  cord. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December  1773,  I was 
defired,  by  a phyfician  and  a furgeon  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  to  examine  with  them  a 
tumour  upon  the  fpermatic  cord  of  a perfon 
about  27  years  of  age,  who  appeared  to  be 
healthy  in  all  other  refpedts.  The  figure 
and  fize  of  the  tumour  much  refembled  the 
tefticle  of  the  fame  fide,  which  was  in  its 
natural  dimenfions.  .Juft  above  the  tumour, 
and  quite  up  to  the  abdominal  ring,  the 

cord 
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cord  was  not  enlarged,  nor  beneath  it  for 
the  fpace  of  near  an  inch,  between  that  and 
the  tefticle.  This  appearance  at  firft  fight, 
zmprefTed  upon  our  imaginations  the  idea  of 
a lufus  natural,  two  teflicles  on  this  fide. 
The  colour  of  the  fkin  was  not  altered  the 
patient  complained  of  no  pain  in  the  tumour, 
and  only  to  a flight  degree  in  the  lumbar 
region.  It  had  not  been  obferved  by  him- 
felf'but  a few  weeks*  and  according  to  his 
own  obfervation,  was  not  much  increafed 
in  that  time ; nor  was  he  fenfible  of  any 
ftrain,  or  other  external  injOry,  to  give  rife 
to  it. 

Upon  ftridt  examination  of  this  circum- 
fcribed  tumour,  which  was  renitent,  we 
were  fully  fatisfied  of  the  fluctuation  of  a 
fluid  in  it,  none  of  which,  by  flrong  pref- 
fure,  could  be  forced  into  either  fpace  above 
or  below  it ; which  fpaces  in  the  cord  have 
been  mentioned.  From  thefe  appearances 
and  confiderations  we  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  a true  and  diftindt  hy- 
drocele of  the  tunica  vaginalis  of  the  fper- 
v 9 matic 
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matic  cord ; though  we  had  never  before 
obferved  the  like  *. 

As  it  was  a recent  cafe,  and  in  fuch  a 
fubjedt,  we  agreed  to  try  the  effedt  of  an 
application  of  crude  fal  ammon.  diflolved  in 
vinegar,  with  brifk  mercurial  purges,  pre- 
pared with  jalap,  calom.  &c.  to  be  given  at 
due  intervals.  ComprefTes  were  wetted  in 
the  folution,  and  applied  warm,  renewing 
them  as  they  grew  dry  -}  properly  fufpending 
the  parts. 

By  this  method  the  tumour  was  foon 
vifibly  diminifhed,  giving  us  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  fluid  and  abforbing  veflels 
were  brought  into  a flate  to  admit  of  cure 
thereby,  which  was  perfedted  in  about  fix 
weeks,  as  the  furgeon  informed  me. 

* Vid.  Comment.  Van  Swicten  in  Aphorifmos 
Boerhaavii,  Tom.  iv.  p.  183, 
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a Lunatic  s fw allowing  an  iron  pin  more 
than  Jive  inches  long , tapering  and  about 
two  inches  in  circumference  at  the  biggeft 
end , and  its  confequences% 

4,  , 1 

When  the  keeper  of  this  gentleman  went 
at  night  to  fecure  the  door  of  his  room,  as 
he  ufed  to  do,  and  was  looking  for  the  pin, 
he  faid  to  him,  “ don’t  look  for  it,  I have 
“ fwallowed  it:”  this  he  little  credited; 
but  it  being  in  a lucid  interval  he  afked  him 

what  induced  him  to  do  fo,  and  his  anfwer 

. 

was ; “ I was  thirty  and  my  mouth  hot, 
and  putting  the  pin  into  it,  it  felt  cool 
“ and  very  pleafant,  and  I thruft  it  down 
**  my  throat  with  my  finger  thus,”  deferr- 
ing the  manner,  laying,  « it  is  gone  indeed.” 

He  made  no  complaint  till  about  a 
fortnight  after ; then  became  very  reltlefs, 
and  faid  his  body  ached  violently ; but  had 
no  recollection  of  fwallowing  the  pin : 
Vo  l.- III.  P however. 
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however,  upon  taking  a purge  it  was 
brought  away  and  all  his  complaints  imme- 
diately ceafed. 

The  keeper  of  this  lunatic  is  a perfon  of 
veracity ; and  fome  years  after  he  had 
given  me  this  ftrange  relation,  I was  called 
to  his  houfe  upon  bufinefs  in  my  profeflion, 
and  finding  the  gentleman  pretty  rational, 
as  he  was  at  times,  I alked  him  about  this 
matter,  and  he  confirmed  to  me  the  truth 

of  the  .whole  tranfadion. 

» 


A cafe  mijiaken , attended  with  a fngnjar 

circumftance. 

In  May,  1768,  an  excellent  apothecary, 
whoalfo  pradifed  furgery,alked  my  opinion 
concerning  a boy  about  feven  years  of  age, 
who  he  told  me  had  long  had  a fiftulous  ulcer 
in  pennceOy  with  a glandular  tumour  in.  the 
left  inguen , and  that,  from  the  appearances, 

he  apprehended  it  was  a fcrophulous  cafe  . 

however. 
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however,  upon  more  flrift  inquiry  we  were 
informed,  that  leveral  months  before  he 
became  this  gentleman’s  patient*  he  fell 
with  great  violence  upon  the  ifchium , in 
confequence  of  which  he  had  extreme  pain 
there,  extending  to  the  perinceum>  where  an 
ab  feels  afterwards  was  formed  and  fufifered 
to  burlt  of  itfelf,  without  application  being 
made  to  a furgeon,  his  parents  being  very 
poor. 

Upon  palling  a probe  towards  th b ifchium, 
farther  than  had  before  been  introduced,  I 
plainly  felt  a piece  of  bone  in  the  finus, 
which  was  very  ftrait : and  upon  examin- 
ing the  tumour  attentively,  it  appeared 
beyond  difpute,  to  be  a tejlis  that  had  never 
defeended  into  the  ferotum . 

My  friend  was  fully  convinced,  and  in- 
genuoully  confelfed  his  millake. 

I advifed  enlarging  the  opening  to  give 
-room  for  the  eafy  palfage  of  the  piece  of 
bone,  now  much  confined,  and  to  take 

P 2 , the 
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the  plafler  off  the  tejlicle,  giving  it  full 


The  ulcer  healed  foon  after  the  difcharge 
of  a large  exfoliation;  but  probably  the 
tejiicle  had  acquired  fuch  a ftrong  adhefion 
to  the  furrounding  parts,  as  never  to  be 
diflodged  from  that  refidence,  and  fall  into 
its  proper  place  *. 

* Dodtor  Michaelfon,  an  ingenious  young  phyfician 
■with  whom  I was  acquainted  in  London,  told  me  that 
he  had  been  concerned  for  a patient  in  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  whofe  tefticles  had  not  defcended  into  the  fcrotum 
at  more  than  20  years  of  age,  but  lay  juft  above  the  in~ 
guina  eafdy  to  be  felt. 

Until  the  time  of  birth,  the  tejles  of  the  foetus  are 
fituated  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

See  a defcription  of  their  fituation,  &c.  concerning 
the  hernia  congenita , in  the  accurate  do&or  Hunter’s 
Medical  Commentaries,  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  his  bro- 
ther, an  excellent  anatom ift  alfo,  and  furgeon  to  St. 
George’s  hofpital  in  London. 
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Of  a cafe  wherein  the  liver  was  of  an  enor- 
mous fize . 


The  fubjedl  of  this  hiftory  was  a gentle- 
man of  the  law,  aged  about  60,  of  an 
uncommonly  fmall  filature  and  lean  habit  of 
body.  He  had  for  fome  years  been  in  a 
valetudinary  ftate,  probably  owing  to  a 
fedentary  life  and  too  clofe  application  to 
ftudy  and  bufinefs,  which  deprived  him  of 
the  benefit  of  two  efientials  to  health,  air, 
and  exercife. 

At  length  the  abdominal  vifcera  became 
obftrudted  and  affedted  to  a great  degree, 

and  he  had  a cadaverous  afpedt. 

« . 

Under  thefe  circumftances  he  was  advifed 
to  go  to  Bath,  in  the  vernal  feafon  of  the 
year  1765;  there  he  confulted  two  phyfi- 
cians,  and  Mr.  Pierce  the  furgeonj  and 
though  his  body  was  then  confiderably 

. ■ P 3 enlarged. 
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enlarged,  they  apprehended  it  contained  but 
little  fluid,  and  did  not  deem  it  an  afcites 
requiring  paracentejis . 

Upon  his  return  home  I was  deiired  tq 
attend  him  with  doctor  Offley ; the  cafe 
appeared  to  us  as  it  had  done  to  the 
gentlemen  at  Bath,  and  we  were  fenflble 
that  the  liver  was  of  a vaft  bignefs,  extend- 
ing almoft  all  over  the  abdomen. 

% 

Soon  after  ill  health  obliged  me  to  retire 
from  buflnefs,  and  prevented  my  farther 
attendance. 

The  year  following  Tt  was  thought 
advifable  to  tap  him  and  repeat  the  opera- 
tion four  times,  which  gave  very  little 
relief ; the  quantity  of  fluid  drawn  off  each 
t^ime  was  but  fmall  and  gelatinous, 

He  d;ed  in  November,  176 7,  and  ac-? 
cording  to  his  own  defire  his  body  was 
opened. 


Upon 
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Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  but  a fmall 
quantity  of  a fluid,  and  that  gelatinous, 
was  found  diffufed  in  the  cavity  ; in  a cyfl 
formed  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  liver 
on  its  concave  fide,  five  or  fix  pints  of  the 
like  kind  of  fluid  were  contained ; the  liver 
was  fcirrhous  to  a great  degree,  and  much 
refembled  a cow’s  udder;  it  weighed  28 
pounds,  which  was  more  than  one  fourth 
of  the  weight  of  the  patient’s  whole  body 
when  in  health ; it  was  overfpread  with 
hydatides,  each  containing  from  a quarter 
to  half  a pint  or  more  of  infpiflated  lymph; 
fome  of  which  were  burft  and  had  fhed 
their  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen. 

/ 

The  fpleen  was  enlarged  to  double  its 
natural  fize,  and  was  alfo  full  of  hydatides 
like  thofe  on  the  liver. 

The  mefenteric  glands  were  diflended 
with  gelatinous;  lymph, 

P4  Th c 
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The  abdominal  vifcera  adhered  together 
and  to  the  containing  parts, 

i 

The  contents  of  the  thorax  were  not 
difeafed,  but  the  capacity  of  it  was  greatly 
diminished,  by  the  extraordinary  bulk  and 
preffure  upwards  of  the  liver,  &c.  by  which 
refpiration  became  very  difficult, 

I am  obliged  to  the  phyfician  who  at- 
tended the  diffiedtion  for  thefe  defcriptions^ 


A ftngtilar  cafe  of  a ftone  lodged  in  the  redtum, 
juft  above  the  fphindler  ani, 

• A gentleman  between  60  and  70  years 
of  age,  naturally  of  a very  robufl  conftitu- 
tion,  but  now  greatly  emaciated,  had  been 
for  nine  or  ten  years  fubjedt  to  diforders  of 
the  urinary  paffages  often  voiding  gravel  and 
fmall  ftones ; and  about  three  years  ago  had 
a large  abfcefs  formed  in  perinceo ; which 
was  opened  by  an  old,  experienced  furgeon* 
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but  he  did  not  difcover  any  perforation  of 
the  urethra . 


The  ulcer  remained  in  a fiflulous  flate, ' 
and  in  a fliort  time  he  complained  of 
uneafinefs  in  the  reHum  above  the  fphinHer 
ani.  This  new  complaint  foon  became 
very  tormenting,  and  was  long  looked  upon 
and  treated  as  the  internal  piles , when  by 
introducing  his  own  finger,  he  felt  fome 
folid  body,  which  was  apprehended,  by 
thofe  whom  he  confulted  on  this  occafion, 
to  be  a plumb -flone  or  a biliary  concretion 
lodged  there,  without  examining  the  part  as 
jie  himfelf  had  done. 

He  was  now  in  a deplorable  condition, 
not  being  able  to  fit  upon  a feat,  in  con- 
flan  t pain,  excruciating  upon  going  to 
flool,  and  had  urine  pafs  through  the  fiflu- 
lous ulcer  in  perinceoy  and  fometimes  into 
the  re  Hum, 


Under 
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Under  thefe  circumftances  his  phyfi- 
cian  * propofed  my  being  confulted  with 
the  two  furgeons  who  had  been  concerned 
for  him  fome  time. 

After  ftri&ly  examining  the  parts,  and 
deliberately  confidering  every  circumftance 
tf\  our  confultation,  we  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  a ftone  had  flipped  out  of 
its  courfe  when  the  abfcefs  was  formed  in 
ferhiczo,  and  at  length  made  its  way  partly 
into  the  retturn,  as  we  were  in  no  doubt  that 
what  we  felt  there  with  our  fingers  was  the 
point  of  £ ftone,  though  we  could  not  feel 
any  by  introducing  a probe  into  the  fiftulous 

vlcer. 

* 

From  thefe  confiderations  we  propofed 
cutting  upon  it,  in  order  to  extract  it,  after 
emptying  the  redum  with  a clyfter. 

The  patient  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the 
propriety  of  this  method,  as  to  confent  to 

f 

* Poctor  Biefby  of  Ipfwich. 

- • ' it 
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itdiredly;  and  the  operation  was  judici, 
oufly  performed  by  his  fargeon  in  ordinary, 
by  cutting  upon  it  through  the  fphintter* 
making  the  wound  fufficiently  large  to 
extrad  it  with  facility. 

The  ftone  was  of  a tapering  figure  more 
than  an  inch  long,  of  the  bignefs  of  the 
little  finger,  and  about  one  third  of  its 
length  projected  into  the  redum,  where  a 
kind  of  neck  was  formed,  by  the  ftridure 
of  the  furrounding  parts,  which  confined  it 
ftrongly  in  its  fituation,  where  undoubtedly 
it  gradually  encreafed. 

The  wound  healed  kindly  without  any 
ill  accident  in  cpnfequence  of  the  operation  j 
and  by  properly  treating  the  fiftulous  ulcer 
with  bougies,  &c.  that  was  ajfo  foou 
brought  into  a healing  flate,  and  both  were 
perfectly  cured  in  lefs  than  two  months,  as 
the  furgeon  informed  me. 

I faw  this  gentleman  the  year  after;  he 
had  then  recovered  his  ftefh,  and  told  me 
6 he 
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he  enjoyed  good  health,  finding  no  uncafi- 
nefs  upon  the  parts  in  walking,  riding,  or  in 
going  to  flool  *. 


* An  amiable  old  furgeon,  to  whom  I was  under 
great  obligations,  unwittingly  fwallowed  the  fhiver  of 
a bone  which  pafl?d  through  all  the  intricate  turnings 
and  windings  of  the  alimentary  canal,  without  any  in- 
terruption till  it  came  into  the  re6tum,  where  it  ftuck 
in  the  coats  of  it  upon  contraction  in  expelling  the 
faeces;  great  pain  enfued,  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the 
internal  piles,  continuing  a long  while  to  fuch  a degree 
that  he  could  not  fit  upon  a feat ; and  at  length  the 
inflammation  terminated  in  an  abfeefs  ; upon  opening 
of  which  the  bone  was  extracted,  and  he  was  foon  per- 
fectly cured  by  the  common  treatment.  This  account 
J had  from  the  gentleman  himfelf. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a letter  to  doStor  Monfey , phyfician  to 
Chelfea-hojpital,  which  1 took  from  the 
original  in  the  patient's  own  hand-writing, 
with  the  doctors  confent : and  it  is  infer  ted 
here , fome  circumftances  being  omitted  in 
the  account  of  the  cafe  in  the  Medical 
<Tranfa5tions  of  the  College  of  Phyfcians . 

London, 

October  the  ift,  1766. 

_ % 

“ Good  Sir, 

t(  With  all  humble  fubmifiion  I take 
tc  the  liberty,  in  this  manner,  to  acquaint 
“ you  with  my  diforder  of  the  moft  fin- 
gular  nature,  with  which  I was  feized 
“ as  near  as  I can  recoiled:,  in  the  year 
“ 1752,  and  fhall  endeavour  to  give  you 
“ as  clear  and  exadt  a reprefentation  of  it 
“ as  I can. 

; . . • k , • - • I 

“ When  ever  I went  out  into  the  open 
:4(  air,  or  expofed  myfelf  to  the.  fun,.,  my 

“ ikin 


t 
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tc  Ikin  began  to  be  tickled,  and  as  I went 
**  on,  or  remained  therein,  that  tickling 
Kt  fenfation  would  foon  become  a Violent 
tc  itching  attended  with  uncommon  heat, 
tc  and  my  Ikin  alfo  wherever  touched  by 
ae  the  warm  air  or  the  fun-beams  would 
<c  immediately  appear  as  red  as  vermilion, 
*e  but  foonefl  by  the  effect  of  the  latter,  and 
tc  become  thick  and  ftiff  as  leather,  fome- 
“ times  horney ; but  I was  thus  affected 
*c  only  between  fun  and  fun  ; for  before  the 
sc  fun  rofe,  and  after  it  fat,  I was  quite  an* 
*■  other  man* 

“ Thus  it  was  with  me,  and  from  fun* 
riling  to  fun-fetting  I was  in  a Hate  of 
*c  involuntary  confinement  within  doors* 

et  Many  worthy  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
<c  have  given  me  their  advice  and  endea* 
vours  to  relieve  me  in  this  diilrefs,  which 
“ rendered  me  incapable  of  following  my 
“ occupation,  as  a watchmaker,  to  earn  my 
««  bread : befides  which,  I had  the  aflift* 
« ance  of  the  mod:  noted  hofpitals,  but 

“ without 
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<«  without  any  fenfible  benefit,  though  what 
« was  prefcribed  for  me  might  poflibly 
“ check  the  rapidity  of  the  progrefs  of  my 
“ tormenting  difeafe,  which  might  foon 
u have  put  a period  to  my  life. 

“ At  lafl  the  gentlemen  were  unani- 
“ moufly  of  opinion  that  fea-bathing  for 
“ three  months  might  afford  me  fome  re- 
“ lief,  if  not  perfectly  cure  me ; and  being 
**  tired  of  my  life,  and  almoff  diflradted 
“ with  my  condition,  I fcraped  together 
“ what  fmall  matter  my  fcanty  circum- 
**  fiances  would  allow,  and  went  to  Yar- 
“ mouth,  where  after  going  into  the  open 
“ fea  for  fix  weeks  night  and  morning,  I 
“ thought  it  high  time  to  try  an  experi- 
4f  ment,  in  order  to  prove  whether  I had 
“ received  any  benefit ; to  which  purpofe 
“ I pitched  upon  a day,  which  experience 
“ had  convinced  me  was  proper  for  the 
u trial : I undrefl  in  the  middle  of  the  day 

and  went  into  the  water,  and  after  a triple 
**  immerfion  I thought  it  prudent  to  come 
“ out,  finding  a return  of  thofe  dreadful 

“ fymp- 
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tf  fymptoms  I have  defcribed,  with  great 
“ aggravation ; what  I felt  before  I could 
“ get  on  my  cloaths  is  inexpreffible ; but 
“ I will  as  Well  as  I can  endeavour  to  con - 
“ vey  to  you  an  idea  of  my  mifery  at  this 
“ time  : the  itching,  together  with  the 
<c  heat  diffufed  themfelves  with  fuch  fpirit 
“ and  activity  through  my  whole  frame, 
tc  that  nature  feemed  ready  to  yield,  my 
“ eyes  grew  dim  and  could  not  perform 
“ their  office,  and  I became  fo  exceffively 
«c  weak  and  faint  that  I was  compelled  to 
« lie  down  upon  the  beach  to  prevent  fal- 
« ling ; but  the  moment  I thus  proftrated 
« myfelf  the  faintnefs  abated ; I then  gbt 
<c  up,  but  it  inflantly  returned,  and  I was 
“ forced  to  lie  down  again ; thus  was  I 
“ alternately  getting  up  and  lying  down 
“ for  half  an  hour  before  I found  myfelf 
“ able  to  walk. 

((  This  account  may  feem  amazing  to 
“ fome,  and  be  difputed  by  others ; birt 
“ indeed  it  is  true  without  any  exagge- 
“ ration. 

ft  Find- 
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“ Finding  myfelf  likely  to  be  difap- 
“ pointed  in  this  ultimate  hope  and  refuge, 
“ from  the  mofl  ferious  reflection,  I fhould 
“ with  great  willingnefs,  have  refigned  my 
“ exiftence,  rather  than  have  lived  fo  fin- 
t(  gular  a monument  of  mifery,  without  any 
“ profpeCt  of  cure  or  alleviation  of  the 
“ wretchednefs  of  my  condition  : however, 
“ as  the  time  limited  for  my  bathing  in  the 
“ fe a was  but  half  expired,  I refolved  to 
“ flay  to  the  full  extent  of  it,  and  conti- 
“ nued  it  morning  and  night  for  feven 
“ weeks  longer,  which  made  in  the  whole 
“ thirteen : and  I alfo  drank  a pint  of  the 
“ fea- water  every  morning  falling. 

“ Having  now  flridlly  conformed  to  this 
“ lafl  refort,  overwhelmed  with  horror  and 
“ diflrefs,  I fat  myfelf  down  upon  the 
“ pier-head,  ruminating  upon  my  hard  fate 
“ and  irremediable  condition,  and  refolved 
to  return  home  as  foon  as  I could. 

“ After  my  return  various  means  were 
“ tried  to  no  better  purpofe,  till  I applied 
Vol.  III.  « t® 
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“ to  you,  by  whofe  kind  and  charitable 
“ affiftance,  when  reduced  to  the  lad;  degree 
“ of  defpondency  I have  received  comfort, 

“ and  am  enabled  to  breathe  and  bear  that 
“ air  which  is  appointed  for  the  general 
“ benefit  of  mankind  5 and  alfo  to  purfue  my 
“ bufinefs  for  my  fupport  *. 

“ The  account  I have  related  is  authen- 
“ tic,  as  God  is  my  judge;  and  many 
“ living  witneffes  can  atteft  the  truth  of  it, 

“ which  I thought  would  be  agreeable  to 
<f  you  to  have  under  my  own  hand,  as  the  . 
“ circumflances  are  of  fuch  an  extraordi- 
“ nary  nature.  I forgot  to  mention  my 

“ age. 


* The  do£lor  told  me  that  warm  bathing,  fmall  dofes 
of  calomel,  as  an  alterative,  long  perfevered  in,  taking 
now  and  then  a lenient  purge,  with  a flritSb  obfcrvance 
of  the  non-naturals  and  a proper  regimen  of  diet,  was 
the  method  which  proved  of  fuch  fingular  fervice. 

The  doctor  informed  me  in  Auguft,  1768,  that  this 
man  continued  well  without  having  had  any  return  ol 

his  difeafe.  > 


The 
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te  age,  which  is  38.  I am  with  profound 
“ refpedt  and  gratitude,”  * 


Worthy  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  and 

dutiful  fervant 

WEST  ADAMS, 

Watch-maker,  in  Turk’s-head-court, 
Golden- lane,  near  Barbican, 

London. 


The  winter  before  this  difeafe  appeared,  his  diet  con- 
fided chiefly  of  bullock’s  liver  and  porter,  and  his  com- 
panion lived  in  the  fame  manner,  who  was  alfo  afflicted 
in  a lefs  degree;  which  circumftances  are  omitted  in  the 
preceding  letter,  but  the  patient  acquainted  the  do&or 
with  them  afterwards,  as  he  informed  The, 


Qj* 
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*The  following  letter  was  fent  to  Sir  Chrif- 
topher  Meighan  at  Dieppe  in  Normandy , 
by  a gentleman  of  the  army , for  his  opi- 
nion in  refpedl  to  the  ufe  of  the  Waters  at 
Bareges  in  his  cafe , with  the  fate  of  it 
inclofed. 


Norwich, 

March  the  ioth,  1767. 

“ Sir, 

“ After  having  read  your  Treatife  on 
“ the  Bareges  waters,  I defired  the  fur- 
“ geon  under  whofe  care  I had  been,  as 
“ long  as  his  health  would  allow  him  to 
“ attend  me,  to  draw  up  my  cafe  to  be 
“ tranfmitted  to  you,  to  know  whether 
c<  you  think  them  proper  in  it ; and  I beg 
“ the  favour  of*  your  immediate  anfwer, 
il  with  fuch  directions  as  you  thall  judge 

“ necel- 
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<x  neceffary  to  give  for  the  ufe  of  them,  if 
“ you  think  them  advilable  in  my  cafe. 

“ Should  you  encourage  my  taking  fo 
“ long  a journey,  I will  repair  thither 
“ dire<5tly.,> 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*****  ******** 

1 1 

“ inclofed  ftate  of  my  cafe  has  been 
“ read  and  approved  by  my  phyfician.” 


State  of  the  cafe . 

The  gentleman  is  about  30  years  of  age, 
of  fmall  ftature,  but  had  remarkable  ftrength 
for  his  fize.  He  was  of  a lively,  adtive 
dilpofition,  and  always  enjoyed  good  health 
till  the  year  1762,  when  he  fuffered  very 

0^.3  much 
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much  by  hard  duty,  and  lying  in  the  damp 
trenches  at  Belleifle. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  hardfhips,  he 
firft  was  feized  with  a pain  upon  his  hip, 
which  was  confidered  and  treated  as  a 
rheumatic  diforder,  by  the  regimental  bur- 
geon, then  at  home  by  a burgeon  of  charac- 
ter in  the  country,  and  afterwards  by  a 
phyfician  of  great  eminence  in  London. 

Two  years  elapfed  under  the  care  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  without  finding  any  relief; 
and  fometime  after,  when  both  hip  and 
thigh  were  greatly  enlarged,  they  were 
electrified  nine  times,  receiving  the  fevereft 
fhocks  each  time,  upon  pretence  of  more 
effectually  difperfing  the  fwelling,  under 
the  direction  of  a perfon  entirely  ignorant 
of  medical  knowledge. 

From  the  time  of  the  electrification, 
every  thing  proceeded  from  bad  to  worfe, 
and  in  a little  time  he  returned  to  his 
native  place,  much  emaciated  and  heCtical, 

put- 
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putting  himfelf  again  under  the  care  of  his 
former  furgeon,  who  finding  a great  col- 
lection of  matter  throughout  the  thigh, 
made  an  ample  opening  through  the  fafcia 
femoris. 

An  immenfe  quantity  of  fetid  matter 
was  difcharged,  like  the  wafhings  of  flefh  ; 
the  fubjacent  mufcles  were  very  flabby  and 
livid,  looking  like  a new  flayed  hare  after 
lying  in  water. 

In  Auguft,  1764,  foon  after  this  ftep  had 
been  taken,  doCtor  Oflley  and  I were  cal- 
led to  him. 

1 

Confiaering  his  extreme  weaknefs,  re- 
quiring the  afliftance  of  two  or  three  per- 
fons  to  turn  him  in  his  bed,  and  every 
motion  being  attended  with  exquifite  pain, 
his  being  fhrunk  almoft  to  fkin  and  bone, 
with  lofs  of  appetite,  and  having  a vexatious 
cough  with  colliquative  fweats,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  his  furgeon  fhould  declare  to 
us  as  he  did,  even  before  we  faw  him,  that 

0^4  we 
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we  were  come  to  fee  a dying  man,  whom 
he  believed  would  live  but  a very  few  days: 
and  indeed  after  feeing  him,  and  examining 
the  ftate  of  the  cafe  with  the  utmoft  care 
and  attention,  and  receiving  an  hiftory  of  it 
from  the  beginning  in  a very  circumflantial 
and  exadt  manner,  we  alfo  defpaired  of  his 
recovery. 

We  difcovered  fmufes  in  every  direction 
in  the  interfaces  of  the  mufcles,  from  the 
loins  and  hip  to  the  ham,  by  introducing  a 
bougie,  whence  proceeded  fuch  an  immode- 
rate quantity  of  the  moft  offenfive  fanious 
matter,  that  it  was  not  pofiible  he  could 
long  have  exifted  under  that  difcharge,  with 
the  abforption  of  the  matter  keeping  up  a 
conftant  fever,  &c.  and  we  were  now  ap- 
prehenfive  the  bones  were  affedted  in  dif- 
ferent parts. 

/ 

From  this  inundation  of  matter  we  con- 
fidered  the  parts  as  a morafs  that  required 
draining,  in  order  to  make  firm  land ; con- 
fequently  agreed  to  obtain  three  or  four 
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depending  openings,  and  drefs  the  whole  in 
the  moft  eafy,  fuperficial  manner : one  was 
made  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  lumbar 
region,  diredtly  upon  a point  where  he  had 
long  complained  of  fuch  exquifite  pain, 
that  he  could  not  bear  to  lie  upon  it.  Here 
we  found  a caries  upon  the  fpinal  procefs 
of  the  lajft  vertebra  with  great  roughnefs  of 
the  bone  ; and  immediately  after  this  open- 
ing he  was  able  to  lie  upon  that  part  with 
eafe. 

• t * • • 

The  depending  and  counter  openings, 
with  the  eafy,  fuperficial  dreflings,  foon 
produced  a very  wonderful  change  in  the 
cafe ; the  difcharge  leffened,  and  the  matter 
became  better  conditioned : and  with  the 
afliflance  of  the  phyfician’s  advice  and  pre- 
fcriptions,  there  was  a daily  amendment  in 
all  refpe£s  very  vifibly. 

After  our  attendance  at  a diflance  about 
fix  weeks,  the  gentleman  was  earnefiiy  de- 
firous,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  relations, 
to  be  under  our  immediate  care  and  infpec- 

tion. 
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tion,  and  was  accordingly  removed  to  Nor- 
wich, a diftance  of  about  30  miles,  and 
bore  the  journey  without  being  much  fati- 
gued, lying  upon  a bed  in  a large  coach. 

We  now  purfued  our  original  plan  of 
occafionally  making  depending  openings 
of  a moderate  extent,  and  preferving  them 
in  the  eaiiefi:  manner,  to  give  a free  and 
uninterrupted  difeharge  to  the  matter,  and 
room  for  the  expulfion  of  carious  pieces  of 
bones,  from  the  os  facrum , ifeh.  and  fem. 
as  well  as  the  verteb.  which  has  been  men- 
tioned, all  which  we  found  affeded ; and  to 
give  nature  an  opportunity  of  filling  up  with 
good  flefh  and  doling  fuch  dreadful  caver- 
nous ulcers. 

We  had  from  all  thefe  bones  exfoliations, 
fome  thicker  and  fome  thinner,  and  fome 
from  the  os  femoris  the  thicknefs  of  the 
bone  quite  to  the  marrow : the  whole 
number  were  26,  but  only  one  has  come 
away  vifibly  for  about  a year  ; fince  which 
many  of  the  finufes  have  perfectly  clofed, 

others 
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others  have  contracted  into  a narrow  com- 
pafs,  and  none  of  thofe  ftill  remaining  open 
afford  much  matter. 

He  drank  afles  milk,  took  the  bark, 
elix.  vitriol.  &c.  and  obferved  fuch  a regi- 
men, with  great  regularity  in  all  refpeCts,  as 
the  doCtor  thought  advifable. 

He  has  recovered  flefh  and  ftrength  far 
beyond  our  expectation,  and  fo  much  of 
his  wonted  gaiety  and  cheerfulnefs  as  to 
relifh  amufements  and  diverfions. 

This  worthy  gentleman  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  moft  dreadful  affliction,  fhowed 
the  greatelt  magnanimity  and  fortitude  of 
mind. 


Halefworth, 

Feb.  the  18th,  1767. 

B.  GOOCH. 


This 


medical 


236 

This  cafe  was  attcfled  by  Dr.  OfHey  of 
Norwich  *. 


Sir  Chrijlopher  Meighan' s anfwer . 

Dieppe  in  Normandy, 
March  the  21ft,  176 7. 

“ Sir, 

“ The  origin  of  your  diforder  was  man!- 
<c  feflly  obftru&ed  perfpiration,  in  confe- 
“ quence  of  which  matter  was  in  time 
“ congefted,  forming  a tumour  upon  the 
“ limb. 


* In  confequence  of  an  unfortunate,  and  unforefeen 
incident  which  brought  my  life  into  the  moft  imminent 
danger,  I was  obliged  to  retire  from  bufinefs  between 
two  and  three  years;  which  circumftance  prevented  my 
feeing  this  gentleman  for  more  than  a year  before  I 
drew  up  this  hiftory  of  his  cafe,  and  what  occurred  in 
that  intermediate  period  was  left  to  be  added,  by  the 
furgeon  who  fucceeded  me,  with  the  phyfician’s  con- 


currence. 
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« The  electrification  fo  unfeafonably 
**  and  violently  praCtifed  proved,  without 
“ doubt,  very  injurious ; the  repeated  per- 
“ cuffions  in  that  manner,  particularly 
“ affeCting  the  didended  veffels,  mud;  pro- 
“ duce  lacerations  in  many  of  the  capilla- 
“ ries,  and  occafion  a diffufion  of  matter 
“ on  all  fides,  whence  proceeded  more 
“ finufes  than  there  would  other  wife  have 
“ been,  and  probably  more  injury  to  the 
“ bones. 

“ It  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  more  on  the 
“ circumftances  of  your  cafe,  than  to  fell— 
“ citate  you  on  the  excellency  of  your  cpn- 
<c  ditution,  that  was  able  to  withdand  fuch 
“ dreadful  attacks,  and  to  congratulate  the 
ic  gentlemen  by  whofe  falutary  care  you 
<c  have  been  preferved,  particularly  by  the 
ci  judicious  meafures  theypurfued  in  mak- 
“ ing  opportune  depending  openings,  by 
“ which  the  preying  matter  was  drained 
“ off,  giving  the  carious  bones  room  to 
<(  exfoliate,  and  preventing,  by  thofe 
“ means,  the  fatal  confequences  of  he&ic 

fever, 
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“ fever,  profufe  night  fweats  and  con- 
“ fumptive  cough,  which  would  finally 
“ have  ended  in  a fatal  marafmus,  by  puru- 
“ lent  matter  being  conflantly  abforbed, 
“ and  mixing  with  the  mafs  of  blood  and 
“ humours. 

“ The  prefent  hate  in  which  you  are, 
<e  alone  claims  our  confideration  and  atten- 
“ tion,  and  in  my  opinion,  from  what  I 
“ have  obferved  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
“ Bareges  waters,  they  are  exceedingly 
€e  proper  in  your  cafe  now ; for  any  finufes 
“ ftill  remaining  open  may  become  fiflu- 
“ lous,  and  callofities  will  prevent  a cure 
<c  being  perfected,  as  daily  experience 
“ evinces,  which  may  be  brought  into  a 
“ fure  healing  difpofition,  by  the  refolutive 
w and  digeflive  power  of  thefe  waters. 

“ Carious  fplinters  of  bones,  if  they  lie 
“ latent,  as  they  fometimes  will  for  many 
“ years,  and  breaking  forth  revive  great 
<e  evils,  will  be  detached  by  the  operation 


t 
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“ of  the  douche  * ; and,  what  is  the  main 

point,  by  drinking  thefe  ballamic  falu- 
“ brious  waters  health  may  be  redored. 

1 

“ In  order  to  obtain  thefe  defirable  ends 
<e  I advife  as  follows. 

cc  As  foon  as  you  get  to  Bareges,  which 
“ fhould  be  by  the  beginning  of  June  at 
c<  lateft,  I would  have  you  begin  with  the 
**  temperate,  lukewarm  baths  called  Bams 
“ de  Delices , continuing  them  nine  days 
“ fucceffively,  each  bathing  to  be  of  an 
“ hour  and  half’s  duration  at  lead:,  taking 
“ the  dreflings  previoufly  off  the  ulcers, 
“ afterwards  applying  to  them  foft 
“ even  pledgets  of  lint,  and  comprefies 
“ dipped  in  the  water  of  the  hotted: 
*'  fpring,  to  be  gently  bound  on  with 
“ a roller ; which  eafy  fimple  method  of 
“ dreding  is  diffident  at  all  times,  unlefs 
“ the  orifices  of  the  ulcers  be  callous, 
te  or  there  be  callofities  in  the  finufes,  in 

* Douche  is  the  fame  operation  as  our  pumping  at 
Bath. 

• ■ “ which 
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“ which  cafe  there  may  be  occafion  to 
“ fcarify  the  lips  and  drefs  them  with  an 
“ ointment  prepared  with  two  parts  of  the 
“ pureft  fediment  of  the  baths  and  one  of 
“ crude  mercury,  with  a fmall  portion  of 
<c  the  fined:  turpentine,  to  be  well  rubbed 
“ together  till  the  mercury  be  perfectly 
€t  extinguished  and  no  globules  to  be  feen  : 
“ and  fome  of  this  ointment  is  to  be  con- 
“ veyed  into  the  finufes,  as  far  as  it  can 
<c  conveniently,  upon  foft  pledgets  of  lint, 
“ not  cramming  them  full ; continuing 
“ this  manner  of  dreffing,  fo  long  as  the 
“ parts  remain  in  a callous  Sate,  according 
“ to  the  furgeon’s  judgment. 

“ During  thefe  nine  days,  two  hours 
se  before  entering  the  bath,  it  will  b« 
“ proper  to  have  a clyfter  given  of  the 
u temperate  water : and  during  the  whole 
ff  courfe  of  thefe  waters,  clyfters  of  the 
<f  temperate,  or  hotted:  water,  if  you  are 
“ not  too  hot,  may  prove  beneficial  twice 

“ or  thrice  a week. 

— \ , 
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“ You  may  fend  every  morning  early 
“ for  a quart  of  the  hotteft  fpring  water, 
“ and  drink  it  mixt  with  the  fame  quan- 
“ tity  of  frefh  drawn  cow’s  milk,  divided 
“ into  fix  portions,  with  the  interval  of 
“ an  hour  j perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  this 
“ falutary  medicine  during  the  whole  fea- 
“ fon,  except  on  the  purging  days,  which 
“ fhould  be  every  tenth  for  the  firft  month, 
“ and  fifteenth  afterwards,  doing  nothing 
“ in  thefe  days  but  wafh  the  fores  with 
“ the  hotted:  water,  injecting  fome  into 
“ the  finufes,  with  the  reft  of  the  drefling 
“ as  has  been  directed  ufing  the  oint- 
“ ment  if  found  neceffary* 

“ The  gentleft  purgatives  are  to*  be 
ci  ufed.  Manna  with  nitre  dilTolved  in 
ft  clear  whey,  and  drained,  makes  a very 
" proper  purge  at  thefe  times.  Two 
“ ounces  of  manna,  with  a dram  of  nitre, - 
is  a full  dofe,  If  nitre  fliould  difagree 
“ with  your  ftomach,  cream  of  tartar  may 
“ be  ufed  in  its  Head. 


VOL,  Ill, 
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“ After  the  firlt  nine  days  life  of  the 
“ temperate  bath-water,  and  the  purge 
“ which  is  to  fucceed  it-;  you  are  then  to 
*c  begin  with  the  douche  from  this  fpring, 
44  and  after  fifteen  days  the  water  from  the 
44  hotteffc  fpring  may  be  ufed  to  all  the 
44  parts  affedted,  or  that  have  been  affedted, 
44  from  eight  to  fifteen  minutes  at  a time, 
44  as  you  find  you  can  well  bear  this  opera- 
44  tion,  which  is  to  be  repeated  every  day 
44  throughout  the  feafon,  as  a moft  fove- 
44  reign  remedy  to  heal  the  ulcers,  or  dif- 
44  pofe  them  to  heal ; but  fliould  you  at 
44  any  time  find  yourfelf  over-heated  by 
“ the  douche  *,  it  muff  be  omitted  two  or 

44  three 

* I was  obliged  to  go  to  Bath  twice  on  account  of 
a lamenefs  upon  my  ancle,  and  I found  by  experience, 
that  this  operation  quickened  my  pulfe,  and  made  me 
hotter  than  bathing  in  water  of  an  equal  degree  of  heat 
the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

Thefe  waters  proved  fo  efficacious,  after  various 
other  means  had  afforded  me  no  relief,  as  to  reftore 
the  ufe  of  my  limb,  when  it  was  become  quite  ufelefs, 

and  attended  with  great  pain  upon  the  leaft  motion,  in 
7 conl'e- 
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« three  days,  and  in  that  interval  ufe  the 
“ temperate  bath  for  refrefhment,  as  before 
“ directed. 

% 

“ It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  the 
“ ulcers  are  deterged,  and  appear  in  a good 
t(  healing  condition,  which  in  a bad  cafe 
“ probably  may  be  two  months  or  more, 
“ even  with  the  moft  regular  perfeverance 
“ in  the  method  I have  recommended,  the 
“ percuffion  of  the  douche , or  fall  of  water 
“ upon  the  parts,  is  to  be  moderated,  or 
“ regulated,  by  interpofing  a piece  of  fine 
“ linen  cloth,  or  by  the  ufe  of  a tin  pipe 
“ of  a fmaller  diameter,  giving  a much 
“ lefs  column  of  water,  endeavouring  to 
“ avoid  throwing  it  in  a perpendicular  di- 
“ redlion  upon  the  parts  into  the  finufes, 
“ left  the  force  and  power  of  it  in  that 
“ manner,  fhould  interrupt  the  work  of 
“ regeneration,  or  wear  away  the  very 

confequence  of  gouty  matter  falling  upon  the  joint, 
after  a violent  injury  received  by  a fall  from  my  horfe 
many  months  before. 

I 

R 2 “ tender 
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“ tender  papillae  or  granulations  of  flefli : 

and  here  it  may  be  necclTary  to  inform 
<#  you,  to  prevent  your  being  difeouraged 
“ at  the  conclufion  of  the  feafon,  that, 
£<  though  every  difpofition  for  a cure  fhould 
<£  be  laid,  yet  the  ulcers  feldom  cicatrize 
£t  till  fome  time  after  quitting  the  action  of 
“ the  waters,  for  very  obvious  reafons. 

<£  Should  it  happen  that  extraordinary 
“ heat,  head-ach,  or  febrile  lymptoms, 
<£  difcoverable  by  the  quicknefs  of  the 
<£  pulfe,  fhould  feize  you  at  any  time  during 
<£  the  ufe  of  thefe  waters,  you  fhould  lofe 
<£  fix  or  eight  ounces  of  blood,  or  more, 
<£  as  you  can  bear  that  evacuation,  and 
tf  take  a dofe  of  gentle  purging  phyfic, 
“ repeating  it  occalionally. 

“ Your  regimen  or  diet,  a point  fo  ma- 
“ terial  in  the  cure  of  all  difeafes,  is  to  be 
££  attended  to  with  the  utmofh  flriftnefs 
<£  and  obfervance,  as  very  conducive  to  the 
<£  fuccefs  of  the  waters.  Milk,  as  it  comes 
££  from  the  cow,  with  bread  in  a moderate 

££  quantity. 
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quantity,  is  proper  for  bieakfaft  and. 
fupper ; for  dinner,  good  plain  foup  or 
broth,  with  flefh-meats  of  eafy  digef- 
tion,  as  veal,  mutton,  lamb,  chicken. 
See.  boiled  or  roafted  ; avoiding  high 
fauces,  fruits,  and  fallads,  or  whatever  is 
heating,  or  breeds  crudities. 


“ If  you  can  content  yourfelf  with  water 

for  common  drink,  which  fhould  be 

/ 

boiled,  and  the  clear  poured  off  when 
cold,  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  a liquor  the 
moft  advifable,  drinking  only  one  glafs 
of  fome  genuine  fweet  ftomach  wine, 
fuch  as  Malaga,  or  Frontiniac,  after 
dinner ; but  if  cuftom  has  made  wine 
neceffary,  and  you  cannot  be  fatisfied 
with  water  alone,  a third  part  of  good 
found  red  Port  wine  mixed  with  it  may 
be  allowed.  Too  free  an  ule  of  wine 
has  proved  fo  prejudicial  to  fome  of  our 
countrymen,  who  have  reforted  to  Ba- 
reges, as  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit 
of  the  waters  in  very  proper  cafes. 


medical 


“ I moft  heartily  wifh  the  recovery  of 
your  health,  and  am, 

ec  Sir, 

“ Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

“ Christopher  Meighan 


* Sir  Chriftopher  Meighan,  m.  d.  is  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  ufed  to  attend  at  Bareges 
in  the  feafons  for  drinking  the  waters,  &c. 

« 

Thefe  thermal  fprings  are  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyre- 
nean mountains,  towards  the  fouth,  dividing  France 
from  Spain,  where  commodious  covered  baths  were 
built  by  the  order  of  the  prefent  king  of  France,  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  people  reforting  to  them. 
I have  reafon  to  wilh  there  had  been  the  like  accom- 
modation at  Bath  ; for  when  I was  obliged  to  go 
thither  in  the  autumnal  feafon,  by  being  expofed  to  the 
open  air  in  bathing  in  cold  weather,  I fuffered  much. — 
Of  this  defedt  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  there  were 
very  fenfible,  and  as  defirous  to  have  the  inconvenience 
remedied. 


Sir 
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Sir  Chriftopher  Meighan’s  letter  deter- 
mined this  gentleman  to  go  to  Bareges,  and 
in  his  way  thither  through  London  he  took 
the  opinion  of  fome  eminent  furgeons  there, 
who  alio  advifed  the  fame. 

In  his  journey  he  fuffered  much  from 
fome  unexpected  occurrences,  and  when  he 
arrived  there,  was  not  in  a condition  to  ufe 
the  waters  to  any  purpofe ; for  which  he 
was  advifed  to  retire  to  Tarbes  in  Gafcony, 
about  fifteen  leagues  from  Bareges,  and 
there  to  winter,  in  order  to  return  early 
the  next  feafon  ; but  in  the  mean  time  a 
new  diforder  attacked  him,  and  carried  him 
off ; concerning  which  I never  had  a fatis- 
faCtory  account,  but  did  hear  it  was  fome 
complaint  in  his  bowels. 

He  was  embalmed  by  Monf.  Clerac, 
who  gave  a very  defective  account  of  his 
dying  illnefs. 


Of 
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Of  the  fmgular  eff'eB  of  a large  dofe  of 
fohd  opium , 

A perfon  who  had  long  been  fubjedl  to 
nephritic  complaints,  and  voided  many  fmall 
Hones,  was  unnecefTarily  compelled  to  a 
long  attendance  in  a court  of  judicature, 
upon  an  exceffive  hot  day ; in  confequence 
of  which  an  immoderate  effufion  of  blood 
enfued  from  the  urinary  paffages,  and  con- 
tinued, with  fhort  intervals,  for  more  than 
ten  months ; defeating  the  moft  powerful 
means,  and  bringing  his  life  into  moft  im- 
minent danger. 

* ; 

In  this  fbate  a fever  feized  him,  attended 
. with  violent  inceftant  purging  and  vomit- 
ing, having  at  the  fame  time  a return  of 
bleeding  to  a much  greater  degree  than  ever 
before.  Not  a fpoonful  of  any  kind  of 
nutriment  would  now  ftay  in  his  ftomach ; 
his  pulfe  became  almoft  imperceptible  and 
intermitting,  his  life  in  all  appearance  of 

but 
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but  a few  hours  duration,  and  his  neareft 
and  deareil  relations  had  taken  their  final 
leave  of  him  as  a dying  perfon. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  he  was  truly 
fenfible  of  his  approaching  difiblution,  and 
talked  with  his  phyfician  upon  it  with  great 
compofure  of  mind,  who  was  his  particular 
friend,  and  attended  him  with  great  care, 
judgment,  and  affedtion,  to  give  him  all 
the  abidance  in  his  power  as  long  as  he 
lived  ; believing  he  would  want  it  but  a 
very  (hort  time  ; however,  in  this  extre- 
mity he  propofed  giving  him  a large  dofe 
of  folid  opium,  with  fome  faint  hopes,  if 
it  flaid  in  his  domach,  of  proving  the 
means  of  checking  thefe  evacuations  ; and 
four  grains  of  this  heavenly  remedy,  this 
magnum  Dei  donum , in  as  many  pills 
foftened  in  the  hand,  were  taken  in  a fpoon- 
ful  of  fimple  cinnamon  and  peppermint- 
water,  which  had  the  defirecj  effedt,  In 
lefs  than  an  hour  he  was  in  a profound 
lleep,  and  flept  near  fix  hours  without 
waking  ; then,  between  lleeping  and 
9 Waking, 
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waking,  he  took  fome  nourishment  which 
ftaid  in  his  Stomach,  and  he  went  to  Sleep 
again  for  fome  hours.  Upon  waking  again 
more  perfectly,  he  afked  for  nourishment, 
which  alfo  Staid  in  his  Stomach,  and  he  had 
no  tendency  to  vomit  or  purge  but  then 
was  fenfible  of  great  irritation  from  coagula 
of  blood  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  as  he 
had  often  been  before,  though  not  to  fo 
great  a degree ; and  upon  having  recourfe 
to  the  former  expedient,  of  injecting  milk 
and  oil  occasionally,  a vafl  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood  was  difeharged,  none  in 
a recent  Slate. 

From  that  time  the  ruptured  velfel,  or 
veSTels,  were  fo  effectually  clofed,  that  not 
- the  leaSl  appearance  of  blood  has  Since  been 
feen  from  thofe  parts,  which  is  more  than 
five  years ; but  the  patient’s  health  fuffered 
irreparably  by  the  immenfe  quantity  that 
he  had  lofl. 

The  manner  of  performing  the  injection 
was  by  a catheter,  having  a pipe  of  a large 

ivory 
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ivory  fyringe  fhortened  and  well  fixt  into 
it,  for  want  of  a more  commodious  inftru- 
ment;  as  a fyringe  with  a flexible  pipe 
fitted  to  it  *. 


A Letter , &c.  communicated  to  me  by  Dr . 
M — y,  concerning  a Jleeplefs  perfon  who 
lived  at  Madrid . 


“ Dear  Sir, 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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* 
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“ I began  my  inquiry  into  the  extraor- 
ft  dinary  piece  of  hiftory  of  the  fleeplefs 

* Mr.  Clover  cured  a horfe  in  a fimilar  cafe  by 
opium,  when  all  other  means  had  failed. 
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“ man  here,  by  making  a vifit  to  my  ac- 
“ quaintance,  father  Sarmiento , a man  of 
“ the  firfl  character  for  learning  in  this 
“ country.  He  told  me  all  he  knew  of 
“ this  lleeplefs  man  was,  his  being  buried 
“ in  that  very  convent  where  he  refides, 
“ and  that  he  noted  at  the  time  the  cir- 
*e  cumftances  of  his  never  having  ftept. 
“ This  was  a lucky  difcovery ; for  by 
“ having  recourfe  to  the  regifter  of  the 
4t  burials,  which  is  more  full  and  exacft 
“ than  with  us,  I there  found  the  names 
“ of  all  his  heirs,  and  among  the  reft,  of 
“ his  brother-in-law,  whom  I foon  found 
%(  out  by  inquiring  at  another  convent  ; in 
€t  ihort?  I alked  this  good  man  every  quef- 
€t  tion  I could  think  of  relative  to  this 
**  curious  matter. 

“ I wifh  you  may  not  now  think  my 
“ account  too  minute,  but  I was  willing, 
“ at  this  diftance,  to  obviate  feveral  doubts, 
“ and  to  mention  the  life  of  the  generality 

of  the  Spaniards,  though  indeed  of  late 
“ years  they  have  loft  much  of  their 

“ fobriety : 
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<c  fobriety  : perhaps  they  do  not  lleep  the 
worfe  for  that. 

“ I wifh  we  could  have  got  more  light 
“ into  this  affair,  but  when  we  confider 
“ that  the  perfon,  Don  Andres  Brizianos, 
“ died  near  30  years  ago,  it  is  well  we 
“ have  obtained  fo  much. 

“ I have  only  to  add  that  I am, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

% 

“ Yours,  &cc. 

<C  ******  ******  »» 

« 


“ Madrid, 

*f  December  16,  1764. 


The 


2S  4 


medical 


‘I’ he  Hijiory  of  Don  Andres  Gonzales  de 

Brizianos* 


This  gentleman  had  a very  confiderable 
employment  in  the  revenue  at  Madrid* 
He  was  Cantador  de  Befultas  y de  yuros , 
offices  in  which  the  receipt  and  difburfe- 
ments  of  the  whole  royal  treafury  are 
examined  and  Hated,  and  in  which  an  ac- 
count is  kept  of  the  intereft  paid  of  the 
fums  of  money  lent  to  the  kings  of  Spain. 

He  was  of  a middling  flature,  neither 
fat  nor  lean,  nor  of  an  unhealthy  com- 
plexion. He  ufed  to  rife  early,  drink  very 
thin  chocolate  without  eating,  and  pafs 
the  whole  morning  in  the  bufinefs  of  his 
office  ; dine,  like  the  Spaniards,  chiefly  on 
foup  and  olla  at  two  o’clock,  and  never 
take  any  fefta . At  four  he  had  his  cho- 

„ colate 
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colate  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  breakfafl ; 
and  in  the  evening  he  walked  a great  deal 
in  the  town,  but  very  leifurely. 

He  was  fo  well  known  in  the  cofFee- 
houfes,  that,  without  exprefs  orders,  the 
waiters  ufed  to  bring  him  large  glaffes  of 
iced  water,  of  which  he  ufed  to  drink  very 
freely  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  as  well  as  of 
fherbet  with  ice,  when  he  went  into  com- 
pany. 

His  fupper  was  a fallad  and  cucumbers, 
or  other  cold  fruits  and  water ; for  he  never 
drank  wine,  nor  did  he  fmoke  tobacco,  or 
take  fnuff. 

0 

During  a great  many  years,  he  had  a 
kind  of  herpes,  or  eryiipelatous  humour, 
on  one  of  his  legs ; from  which  he  always 
felt  bad  effe&s  when  it  dried  up.  He  ob- 
ferved  that  abftaining  from  flefh,  and  living 
chiefly  upon  fifh,  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  conftantly  brought  it  out  again  but 

this 
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this  means  did  not  fucceed  with  him  at 
feventy- three,  when  the  humour  retreated, 
afledted  his  ftomach,  and  killed  him. 

He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the 
Benedidline-convent  of  St.  Martin,  at  Ma- 
drid, on  the  nth  of  February,  1736. 

In  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  he 
married  a girl  of  thirteen,  at  which  age 
the  fex  are  marriageable  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal : and  it  is  remarkable  at  that  time  of 
his  life  he  took  no  deep. 

His  wife’s  brother,  Don  Antonio  Ro- 
drigues Gallo , an  old  gentleman  of  great  re- 
putation, mentioned  before,  whofe  veracity 
was  not  to  be  queftioned,  from  whom  I 
had  thefe  particulars,  does  not  know  whe- 
ther he  dept  in  the  former  part  of  his  life ; 
he  only  is  pofitive  that  his  brother-in-law 
never  mentioned  in  his  hearing,  this  total 
privation  of  deep,  as  having  begun  at  any 
particular  period  of  his  life,  or  that  he 

appre- 
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apprehended  it  was  caufed  by  any  fit  of 
illnefs. 

• - . ' » 

The  utmoft  that  he  dozed  was  one 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  twenty-four, 
which  could  not  properly  be  called  fleep ; 
for  even  in  thofe  moments  he  would  readily 
anfwer  whatever  queftions  were  afked  him. 

His  wife,  who  was  as  weak  and  fickly  as 
he  was  robuffc  and  healthy,  often  ufed  to 
fay,  that  at  no  time  fhe  had  ever  found  him 
deeping,  and  yet  he  never  complained  of 
this  wakefulnefs  as  a misfortune. 

He  was  chearful  in  his  family ; but  fel- 
dom  fat  down  in  his  own  houfe.  In  his 
dying  illnefs  it  was  thought  he  dept  a little. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, the  former  of  whom  was  extremely 
lean,  and  his  children,  Don  Francifco  and 
Donna  Maria , who  both  furvived  him,  but 
£nce  dead,  were  all  good  deepers. 
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The  above  fads  are  confirmed  by  the 
teflimony  of  fome  other  perfons  of  good 
credit  ftill  living,  who  knew  and  frequently 
vifited  him  *. 


* The  Reverend  Father  Benedict  Feijoo , a man  of 
great  learning  and  character,  in  his  Theatrum  criticum 
univerjale , fays, 

“ In  regard  to  living  without  fleep,  I have  received 
<c  an  account  from  a perfon  of  confequence  at  court, 
tc  that  Don  Andres  Gonzales  Brizianos , Contador  de 
tc  Juros , a native  of  Madrid , who  preferved  himfelf 
<{  in  good  health  till  between  70  and  80  years  of  age, 
<c  either  did  not  fleep  at  all,  or  very  little,  during  his 
“ whole  life,  only  when  he  was  advanced  in  years,  he 
tc  ufed  to  doze  for  a very  fhort  fpace  of  time ; but 
tc  even  this  fmall  degree  of  reft  approached  nearer  to 
u wakefulnefs  than  fleep,  fince  he  could  hear  every 
(e  word  that  was  fpoken  to  him  in  a low  tone  of 
<c  voice.” 

The  author  adds,  <c  The  fame  noble  perfon  allured 
u me,  that  this  fad  was  known  to  the  whole  court  at 
* Madrid.’ * 


A copy 
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»,  . 1 , r * 

A copy  of  Thy  good  friend  do 51  or  Monfey s 
letter , giving  a narrative  of  a very  extra - 
ordinary  cafe , from  his  own  obfervatiom 


“ St.  James’s* 

**  ^;V/  the  20th,  17^5* 


*c  My  dear  Friend* 

4 jf  I l ■ ; 

“ I do  not  recoiled  what  I faid  of  my~ 
“ felf  in  my  lad:  letter,  which  you  fay  gave 
u you  concern ; for  indeed  I have  lately 
“ been  extremely  well,  compared  with 
“ what  I have  fuffered,  and  now  think 
iC  myfelf  happy * though  I have  dill,  now 
" and  then,  fenfations,  which  I know  not 
“ how  to  defcribe  or  account  for,  yet  I 
<c  do  not  differ  them  to  break  in  and 
“ didurb  the  general  date  of  my  health 
“ either  of  body  or  mind  * but  I have  a 

S 2 f<  notion. 
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notion,  that  ofte  day  or  other  I ihall  be 
fuddenly  knocked  down,  as  with  a can- 
“ non  ball,  or  fly  in  pieces  like  a bomb- 
“ fhell.  Don’t  you  imagine  that  I am  re- 
“ pining  at  this  imaginary  cataftrophe  • I 
“ rather  am  pleafed  with  the  hope  of  it ; 
“ it  is  much  better  than  to  be  carried  off 
“ with  a fUnking  fever,  a drivelling  palfy, 
“ or  a gloomy,  melancholy,  nervous  affec- 
“ tion  of  any  kind  : and  now  I talk  of 
“ nerves  and  nervous  affeeftions,  I’ll  give 
“ you  an  hiflory  as  concifely  as  I can,  of 
“ an  aftonifhing  cafe,  that  lately  came  to 
“ my  knowledge,  and  under  my  own  no- 
tice ; which  I fhall  leave  to  the  arch- 
<£  bifhop  to  chriften,  and  begin  my  narra- 
“ tion. 

A gentleman  of  the  law,  in  Serjeant’s 
“ Inn,  aged  about  50,  and  off  a fanguine 
<c  complexion,  was  feized,  about  ten  years 
“ ago,  with  a paralytic  affection  on  his 
<£  left  arm,  after  which  he  had  fevere  pain 
“ on  the  fecond  joint  of  his  thumb,  from 
“ thence  it  runs  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
, “ cubit. 
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u cubit,  and  fo  on  to  the  middle  of  the 
“ humerus,  gradually  increafirig  to  an  ex- 
“ cruciating  degree,  and  there  it  flops. 

“ No  means  have  been  able  to  remove  it 
“ effectually,  but  a very  odd  one  gives  tem- 
“ porary  relief,  which  is  tapping  him  very 
“ gently  juft  at  the  junction  of  the  laft 
<£  vertebra  of  the  neck  with  the  firfl  of 
“ the  back.  This  is  done  almoff  incef- 
“ fantly  night  and  day,  having  a fucceffion 
“ of  fervants  for  this  purpofe,  and  by  this 
“ means  he  fcarce  ever  fleeps. 

<£  I faw  him  firft  on  Tuefday  laft  ; he 
“ difmiffed  the  tapper  when  I went  in  and 
“ called  his  wife  to  do  the  office,  who  fat 
“ beating  him  in  this  manner  all  the  time 

I was  with  him,  which  was  more  than 
“ an  hour. 

“ At  intervals  he  was  feized  with  the 
“ moft  violent  fpafms  in  the  jaws  and 
" borborygmi ; and  once,  whilft  I was 
“ with  him,  with  the  mod  unaccountable 

S 3 » “ diforder 
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“ diforder  upon  the  mufcles  of  the  lar 
“ rynx,  I fuppofe,  for  he  made  fuch  a 
“ horrid,  fonorous,  inarticulate  jabbering 
“ as  I never  heard  and  coming  on  a 
#<  fudden  and  unexpected,  it  affrightened 


u I did  but  juft  touch  his  thumb,  and 
* it  gave  him  exquifite  pain,  fays  he,  a 
“ ftraw  drawn  over  it  is  a dagger ; and 
(e  yet  once  upon  my  touching  it  pretty 
(t  hard  it  took  off  the  pain,  as  it  did  more 
fe  than  once  fcratching  his  eye-brow  hard. 

<e  When  the  fpafm  affeCts  his  throat, 
<e  and  he  belches  forth  wind,  he  farts  with 
fuch  vehemence  and  fmartnefs,  and  with 
<c  fuch  an  acute  noife,  as  I know  not  how 
**  to  deferibe  it  to  you  ; but  it  feems  to 
lc  me  fomething  like  the  explofon  of  a 
boy’s  pop-gun. 


<u 

f 

(f 
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f{  Were  I to  enumerate  all  the  oddities 
I obferved  at  this  vifit,  I fhould  tire  you 


and  myfelf  too. 


u 
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“ He  once  in  his  agony  fent  for  a fur- 
“ geon  to  cut  off  his  arm  *. 

“ He  has  confulted  a great  number  of 
“ phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  grcatefl 
“ eminence,  without  finding  the  lead:  re- 
“ lief  from  any  of  them  : dodior  Frewin 
“ fent  him  to  Bath. 

/ 

“ He  has  lately  been  under  the  care  of 
“ Dominic  etti,  the  Venetian  do 61  or,  who  is 
“ come  over  to  cure  every  body  of  all 
*(  diftempers,  by  fweating  ; but,  after  three 
“ months  difcipline,  and  being  immode- 
“ rately  fweated,  with  dry  and  wet  fumi- 
<e  gations,  fridtions,  &c.  nihili  omnia . 

“ Curiofity  led  me  to  inquire  into  thefb 
“ ftrange  and  furprifing  phenomena. 

* In  a letter  which  I lately  received  from  the 
dodtor,  he  fays,  that  laft  fummer  a furgeon  divided  the 
two  branches  of  nerves  belonging  to  the  thumb,  but 
without  benefit. 


v 
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“ He  begged  of  me  to  try  fomething, 
“ but  I had  no  courage,  jfpirit  or  hopes. 

44  He  has  taken  all  the  nervous  tribe  of 
44  medicines  over  and  over  again  5 however, 
44  not  to  appear  inhuman  to  fo  wretched  a 
44  being,  after  telling  him  I knew  not  what 
44  would  or  would  not  do  him  good,  as 
44  foon  as  I returned  home  I fent  him  a 
44  bottle  of  rattle-fnake  wine  to  take  a 

4 4 glafs  of  frequently. 

* 

44  Upon  my  taking  leave  of  him,  he 
44  told  me  he  had  not  clofed  his  eyes  for 
44  eight  nights  fucceffively. 

44  Laft  night,  the  third  fince  I vifited 
44  him,  as  I was  fitting  by  my  firefide,  in 
• 44  walked  my  patient  to  my  great  furprize  j 
44  which  he  obferving;  Sir,  fays  he,  you 
44  cannot  be  fo  much  amazed  as  I am,  nor 
44  half  fo  much  pleafed ; I am  come  to 
44  thank  you,  and  if  not  criminal,  to  wor- 
44  fhip  you. 
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44  Well,  Sir,  laid  I,  but  I thought  you 
‘ could  not  bear  a coach  nor  a chair  : I 
4 cannot,  anfwered  he,  I came  walking, 
4 and  have  left  my  friends  and  neighbours 
4 in  the  greateft  aftonifhment.  Sir  ! this 
4 change  l'urely  cannot  proceed  from  my 
4 medicine  ; it  feems  to  me  almoft  im- 
4 polhble.  Sir  ! it  is  true  for  all  that, 
4 replied  he,  and  I have  not  had  one  tap 
4 all  this  whole  day,  and  am  in  a manner 
4 free  from  pain.  Sir  ! faid  I,  don’t  hal- 
4 loo,  we  are  not  yet  out  of  the  wood. 
4 Indeed,  Sir,  fays  he,  I am  at  prefen t, 
4 but  God  knows  how  foon  I may  be  in 
4 again.  When  your  furprife  is  over,  and 
4 your  mind  fettled  after  your  walk,  I’ll 
4 feel  your  pulle ; I did  fo,  and  from  a 
4 quick  and  irregular  one,  which  I ob- 
4 ferved  when  I vifited  him  at  his  own 
4 houfe,  I found  it  regular,  even,  and 
4 ftrong  enough.  This  began  to  demolifh 
4 my  infidelity,  and  to  give  me  fome  opi- 
4 nion  of  my  rattle-fnake  wine. 
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fi  After  fitting  an  hour  with  me,  free 
“ from  pain,  and  without  his  man  patting 
<c  him  one®,  I afked  him  to  go  home  in  a 
<f  chair.  Sir,  fays  he,  a chair  murders 
e<  me,  unlefs  the  fellows  would  carry  their 
“ poles  fhort,  and  give  me  no  fwing  or 
“ dancing,  and  that  they  will  not  do  ; (o 
“ away  he  went  on  foot  in  great  fpirits. 

1 

I called  upon  him  the  day  after  this 
<e  dialogue,  and  he  told  me  he  walked 
*' c from  my  apartment,  at  lord  Godolphin’s, 
€C  home  with  great  eafe,  where  he  met  an 
««  affembly  of  friends,  expecting  his  re- 
turn,  wondering  at  what  they  had  heard 
f<  and  then  faw. 

“ He  told  me  he  believed  his  night 
was  not  quite  fo  good  as  it  might  have 
“ been,  had  not  his  friends  kept  him  up 
*<  too  late  to  rejoice  with  him  on  this 
« happy  event;  yet  this  day  he  faid  he 
« had  found  himfelf  flronger  than  ufual, 
and  had  been  at  Lincoln’s-Inn-Hall  to 
§ prtfqfc 
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“ prefent  a petition  to  my  lord  Chancellor: 
“ however,  notwithftanding  thefe  halcyon- 
“ days,  this  fair  fun-fhine  of  comfortable 
“ hope,  I am  afraid  clouds  and  ftorms  will 
“ arife,  and  make  this  poor  gentleman 
again  the  moft  miferable  of  beings. 

“ What  happens  farther  you  fhall 
“ know  and  if  you  will  now  tell  me 
where  the  caufe  of  this  diforder  lies, 
“ Erls  tnihi  rmgnus  Apollo . 

“ I long  to  fee  you,  and  talk  with  you 
f*  about  many  things ; for  believe  me  ever 

“ Yours,  very  affectionately, 

“ M.  MONSEY*” 


The  doctor’s  problem  is  too  hard  for 
me  to  fplve  $ but  we  have  many  inftances, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  where  different 
parts  of  the  encephalon  being  affeCted, 
have  produced  difeafes  accompanied  with 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  not  declarative  of  their  nature, 
nor  the  fources  from  whence  they  fprung, 
or  to  be  accounted  for  by  thofe  of  the 
greateft  penetration  and  difeernment,  fo  as 
to  characterize  them  by  fpecific  and  deter- 
minate appellations. 

We  have  pertinent  and  recent  inftances 
in  this  kingdom ; one  in  the  cafe  of  a 
nobleman,  which  was  attended  with  a 
variety  of  fymptoms  denominated  nervous, 
whofe  greateft  complaint  was  in  his  fto- 
mach,  proceeding  from  no  other  evident 
caufe,  difeovered  after  his  death,  by  an 
accurate  diffeCtion,  than  a ftone  lodged  in 
the  pineal  gland. 

Another  great  perfonage,  after  labouring 
fome  years  under  a great  variety  alfo  of 
nervous  fymptoms,  complained  particularly 
of  a .violent  pain  of  his  arm,  beginning 
at  his  fingers  ends,  frequently  returning, 
and  gradually  afeending,  and  when  advanced 
as  far  as  .where  the  deltoid  mufcle  is  in- 
ferted  into  the  bone,  then  became  fo  excru- 
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dating  as  to  make  him  wifh,  with  great 
earneftnefs,  to  have  his  limb  taken  off. 

This  nobleman  died  under  paralytic 
fymptoms,  expiring  in  convulfions. 

Upon  opening  his  head,  two  fmall  en- 
cyfted  tumours  were  found  upon  his  brain, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  affected  limb ; 
and  no  where  elfe  any  thing  preterna- 
tural *. 

Thefe  accounts  I was  favoured  with 
from  the  furgeons  concerned  in  opening 
the  bodies. 

\7 

A few  years  ago  I was  defired  to  open 
the  body  of  a young  gentleman  of  a noble 
family,  who  had  an  anomalous  fever,  at- 
tended with  nervous  fymptoms,  which 
perplexed  the  judgment  of  an  old  and 

* See  Vol.  I.  in  the  introduction,  under  the  cha- 
racter of  Cajfius ; and  in  the  chapter  concerning  in- 
juries the  encephalon  is  liable  to. 
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experienced  phyfician,  of  great  fagacity, 
who  could  not  characterize  it  by  any  par- 
ticular name  to  his  own  fatisfaCtion,  as  he 
often  told  me  during  his  attendance ; but 
I never  faw  the  patient  in  his  life-time. 

In  this  cafe,  upon  a very  careful  and 
attentive  diffeCtion,  we  difcovered  nothing 
amifs,  only  a turgefcence  of  the  veflels 
running  upon  the  plicatures  of  the  pia 
mater,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of  a 
lymphatic  fluid  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain 

In  the  year  1760,  I vifited  a perfon  in 
a kind  of  fever,  that  I knew  not  what 
clafs  to  place  under,  attended  with  a 
fhaking  of  the  head,  and  a kind  of  em- 
profthotonos  ; and  he  told  me  he  had  been 
fubjeCt  to  thefc  diforders,  in  a lefs  degree, 
for  feveral  years,  and  fometimes  to  be  ver- 
tiginous, and  fall  down  deprived  of  his 

* See  what  relates  to  the  hydrocephalus,  &c.  in 
Vol.  II. 
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fenfes  for  a fhort  duration  ; and  that  he 
was  never  entirely  free  from  a pain  of  his 
head.  Upon  any  brills,  exercife  he  ufed  to 
become  giddy,  which  fymptom  went  off 
immediately  upon  retting  himfelf. 

In  this  difeafe  he  fuffered  inexprefiibly 
for  fome  months,  and  then  died  in  the 
greateft  agonies,  and  ttrong  convulfions. 

Upon  opening  his  head,  feveral  ofleous 
points  were  found  rifing  confiderably  above 
the  internal  furface  of  the  fcull,  partly 
upon  the  right  os  parietale , and  partly  upon 
the  adjoining  os  occipitis , which  irritated 
the  dura  ?nater ; and  this  membrane  was 
in  an  inflamed  ttate,  beginning  to  mortify. 

To  this  purpofe  read  the  illuftrious  Van 
Swieten’s  Commentaries  upon  Boerhaave’s 
Aphorifms,  § 1075*. 

When 

* Corn.  Stalpart  Vander  Wiel  mentions  the  cafe  of 
A {tone,  which  was  found  in  the  pineal  gland  of  a 

woman, 
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When  doctor  Monfey  informed  the  gen- 
tleman, who  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  letter, 
that  it  was  rattle-fnake  wine  he  had  given 
him,  he  fent  dircdtly  to  a friend  ia  the 

: Weft 

woman,  who  was  difledted  in  his  brother’s  anatomical 
theatre  at  the  Hague . Vid.  Ob.  12,  Tom.  1. 

In  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions  for  the  year  1686, 
is  recorded  a memorable  cafe  of  this  nature,  in  a very 
circumftantial  manner,  in  refpedt  to  the  fymptoms  it 
produced  ; and  for  the  Angularity  of  it,  it  was  taken 
into  the  Asia  Eruditorum  publicata  Lipf.ce,  anno  1688. 

Kerckringius  gives  an  account  of  a ftone  like  a 
filbert,  that  was  found  in  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
brain,  with  a figure  of  it,  defcribing  the  fymptoms 
which  attended  the  cafe,  and  the  ftate  the  brain  ap- 
peared in  upon  difledtion. 

Vid.  Schenkii  Obfervationem  in  Dolore  Capitis  ex 
Lapidibus  in  Cerebro  repertis. 

Hildanus,  and  many  other  eminent  and  authentic 
obfervators,  who  may  be  confulted,  mention  ftony 
concretions,  &c.  having  been  found  in  the  brain,  &c. 
with  the  fymptoms  attending  fuch  cafes. 

Bonetus,  in  his  Anatomia  Practica,  has  collected 
many  cafes  to  this  purpofe  j and  Lib.  1.  de  Capitis 

Affedtibus, 


4 
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Weft- Indies,  where  it  is  drunk  as  the 
higheft  cordial,  defiring  he  would  fend  him 
a large  quantity,  and  alfo  fome  rattle- 
fnakes,  where  they  are  found  in  great 
plenty : and  before  this  occurrence,  having 
had  the  following  relation  tranfmitted  to 
him  from  thence,  and  well  authenticated 
by  his  friend,  he  conceived  the  greater 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  medicine,  as  previous  to  his  own  moft 
dreadful  and  unprecedented  diforder,  he 
had  been  fubjetft  to  a violent  cutaneous 
difeafe,  fomething  of  a leprous  nature ; and 
gave  the  dodtor  the  following  hiftory, 
which  he  communicated  to  me  by  letter. 

A very  wealthy  old  gentleman  in  that 
country,  had  long  been  affiidted  with  the 


Affecfibus,  in  his  Medicina  Septentrionalis  Collatilia., 
is  well  worth  attentive  perufal  on  this  account. 


Stoney  concretions  have  been  obferved  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  body,  particularly  in  the  glandular 
parts  ; in  many  I have  found  them,  as  in  the  glands 
of  the  bread,  the  maxillary,  fublingual,  &c. 
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leprofy  to  an  high  degree,  which  was 
deemed  incurable  by  his  phyficians. 

Apparently  in  a dying  ftate  he  made  his 
will,  and  left  a large  legacy  to  a female  fer- 
vant,  who  had  lived  with  him  many  years. 


This  circumftance  being  known  to  her, 
flie  and  her  lover,  by  the  inftigation  of  the 
devil,  ftudied  and  contrived  how  to  make 
away  with  him,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
raife  the  leaf!  lufpicion  of  their  wickednefs. 
They  put  the  heads  of  rattle-fnakes  into 
wine,  and  gave  him  it  to  drink,  thinking 
it  would  prove  an  infallible  poifon  ; but 
as  he  grew  better  upon  taking  it,  they, 
happily  for  him,  falfely  concluded  they 
had  not  made  it  ftrong  enough,  then 
made  it  flronger ; and,  by  drinking  this 
intended  poifon,  he  was  reflored  to  perfect 
health  *. 


Com- 


* Galen , Aretaus , and  other  of  the  ancients,  re- 
commended eating  vipers,  fometimes  dreft  like  eels, 
in  the  elephantiafis. — Datnpier  fays,  that  the  natives 
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Compunction  of  confcience  put  this 
Unfaithful  and  wicked  fervant  upon  falling 
on  her  knees  before  her  matter,  imploring 
his  mercy ; and,  in  tears,  confefhng  her 
atrocious  crime.  He  not  only  forgave  her, 
but  gave  her  a fum  of  money,  ordering  her 
to  depart  his  houfe  direCtly  and  never  fee 
him  more. 

m 

of  Tonquin , in  the  Eaji  Indies * treat  their  friends  with 
arrack,  in  which  fhakes  and  fcorpions  have  been  in- 
fufed,  efteething  it  not  only  a great  cordial,  but  alfo  an 
efficacious  remedy  in  the  Leprofy,  and  an  antidote 
againft  poifon. 

When  Cato  marched  Pompey’s  fhattered  army  thro’ 
Africa,  he  encouraged  the  intimidated  foldiers  to 
quench  their  thirll:  atafpring  without  fear,  though  they 
faw  the  water  full  of  ferpents,  as  Lucan  relates  in  his 
Pharfalia , Lib.  ix. 

Noxia  ferpentum  eft  admifto  fanguine  peftis, 
Morfu  virus  habent  & fatum  dente  minantur, 

Pocula  morte  carent  — — — 
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Account  of  a puntture  through  the  f cull,  at - 

tended  with  very  fingular  circumjiances. 

As  I palTed  through  Halefworth  in  my 
way  into  Norfolk,  on  June  the  6th,  1 773, 
Mrs.  Nurfey,  a tradefman’s  wife,  flopped 
me  in  the  flreet  and  afkedmy  opinion  about 
her  child’s  cafe,  in  which,  though  fhe  de- 
feribed  it  very  imperfectly,  I apprehended 
there  was  fome  great  latent  mifehief ; con- 
fequently,  as  the  furgeoh,  who  lived  in  the 
town,  was  not  at  home,  for  us  to  fee  the 
child  together,  I only  moil  earneflly  defired 
the  mother  to  have  her  child’s  head  very 
flridtly  examined,  as  focn  as  poflible,  by 
him  j and  if  fhe  thought  proper,  for  her 
farther  fatisfaClion,  to  have  the  phyfician  of 
the  place  prefen t,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  furgery. 

Upon  this  occafion  I received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  furgeon,  a judicious 


man 
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man  in  his  profeflion,  authenticated  by  the 
phyfician. 


Halefworth,  July  the  26th,  1773. 

(i  Dear  Sjr, 

“ I fend  you  the  following  very  lingular 
“ cafe,  which  we  had  not  an  opportunity 
“ of  examining  together,  when  Mrs. 

Nurley  alked  your  opinion  about  it, 
“ thinking  it  may  not  be  altogether  un- 
“ worthy  a place  in  your  intended  collec- 
“ tion,  which  you  are  about  favouring  the 
((  public  with. 


“ On  May  the  16th,  1773,  I was  Called 
“ to  a child  of  Mr.  Nurfey’s,  about  four 
t(  years  old,  when  fhe  was  lately  recovered 
“ of  a fever  which  terminated  by  an  ab- 
“ fcefs  in  the  axilla.  She  had  alfo  at 
“ times  been  fubjedt  to  worms ; had  now 
“ febrile  fymptoms,  and  complained  of 
<(  iicknefs  and  pain  in  her  bowels,  which, 
“ I apprehended,  proceeded  from  worms. 


T 
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“ and  treated  her  accordingly,  by  which 
“ means  one  more  was  brought  away. 

“ On  the  30th  die  made  great  com- 
“ plaint  of  her  head,  and  was  drowfy,  with 

a quick  low  pulfe. 

“ Bliftering  was  propofed,  but  rejected 
“ by  the  too  timorous  indulgent  mother ; 
“ nor  could  the  child  now  be  prevailed 
“ upon  to  take  any  kind  of  medicine,  except 
t(  now  and  then  a purge. 

/ 

“ On  the  third  of  Juue  her  mother  in-^ 
“ formed  me  there  was  a confiderable  dif- 
“ charge  from  a very  fmall  orifice  over  the 
“ right  eye,  but  then  fhe  refufed  to  have 
<c  it  examined ; fhe  recolledted,  however, 
e<  that  more  than  a month  before,  the  child 
“ came  crying  to  her  with  a pair  of  fmall 
“ fharp-pointed  feifiars  in  her  hand,  and 
“ that  die  obferved  a little  fpot  of  blood 
“ upon  the  part  whence  the  difeharge  now 
“ proceeded  j but  it  appeared  fo  trifling  as 
“ to  be  difregarded. 


“ The 
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The  difcharge  now  feemed  purely 
lymphatic,  and  was  daily  increafing  fo 
as  to  wet  feveral  handkerchiefs  in  a day 
and  night ; but  upon  this  difcharge  the 
child  became  more  lively. 

“ June  the  feventh,  the  day  after  your 
converfation  with  Mrs.  Nurfey,  Dr. 
D’Urban  was  called  in,  when  fhe  con- 
fented  to  have  the  part  examined ; and 
we  found  a very  fmall  orifice  or  puncture 
like  the  bite  of  a leech,  about  an  inch 
above  the  arch  of  the  orbit  of  the  eye, 
towards  the  external  canthus. 

“ In  our  examination  the  child  lay  in 
an  horizontal  pofture  on  her  mother's 
lap  ; the  probe  pafied,  without  the  leafi: 
refifiance,  dire&ly  forwards  through  the 
fcalp  and  cranium  alfo  more  than  two 
inches,  and  without  doubt  might  have 
been  pafied  farther,  had  we  not  been 
fearful  of  injuring  the  parts. 

T4 
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“ With  the  dodlor’s  approbation  I now 
“ removed  a fmall  portion  of  the  fcalp 
“ round  the  orifice  to  facilitate  the  dif- 
“ charge,  &c.  and  we  then  faw  the  aperture 
“ through  the  cranium.  The  wound  was 
££  drefifed  in  an  eafy  manner,  ufing  a very 
“ flight  bandage  ; and  the  purging  medi- 
<£  cine  was  repeated  more  frequently,  with 
££  a view  of  making  a diverfion  by  the 
“ bowels,  in  order  to  leflen  the  difcharge 
££  from  the  encephalon.  See.  This  dif- 
<£  charge  flowed  conflantly  and  uniformly 
<£  at  the  rate  of  a dram,  or  more,  every  five 
££  minutes,  into  a filver  fpoon : it  tafted 
££  like  the  tears,  and  was  tranfparent.  A 
££  fpoonful  of  this  fluid,  evaporated  over  a 
££  candle,  did  not  infpifiate  like  lymph, 
££  with  heat,  nor  leave  any  refiduum,  ex- 
<£  cept  a very  fmall  faline  fubflance  in  the 
<£  fpoon.  The  effufion  continued  in  this 
quantity  for  feveral  days,  which  was  at 
ff  the  rate  of  36  ounces  in  24  hours ; the 
££  purging  medicine  was  often  repeated  till 
“ the  15th,  when  the  difcharge  feemed 
quite  flopped,  and  the  child  apparently, 

££  though 
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f<  though  very  weak,  in  a date  of  recovery ; 
“ and  then  the  purging  medicine  was  re- 
“ peated  at  longer  intervals. 

“ Now  the  mother  of  the  child  ac- 
tc  quainted  us  with  what  lhe  fhould  by  no 
“ means  have  concealed , that  on  Sunday, 
“ May  the  9th,  a watery  fluid,  perfectly 
“ tranfparent,  was  fir  ft  obferved  to  come 
cc  trickling  from  above  the  eyebrow  down 
“ the  fide  of  the  cheek ; that  on  Wednef- 
“ day  the  12th,  the  child  lay  in  a ftupid, 
“ lethargic  date,  apparently  dying ; that 
“ next  day,  at  three  or  four  o’clock  in  the 
ff  morning,  a ftream  of  tranfparent  water 
“ fpurted  out  feveral  inches  high,  from  the 
“ fpot  thought  to  have  been  wounded  with 
“ the  point  of  the  fciflars ; and  this  little 
“ jet  d’  eau,  or  ftream  of  water,  fupported 
“ the  arch  it  fird  formed  for  about  10  mi- 
“ nutes  *,  and  almoft  immediately  after 
“ this  the  child  perfectly  awaked  from  its 

* How  this  phenomenon  was  produced  is  left  to 
the  confideration  of  more  penetrating  judges. 

iC  fleepi- 
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“ fleepinefs  and  ftupor.  It  was  alfo  ob- 
“ ferved  by  the  mother,  and  others  then 
“ prefent,  that  this  fluid  changed  the  colour 
“ of  a purple  filk  handkerchief  to  a bright 
“ red, 

“ On  the  24th  our  patient  was  fo  well 
lt  as  to  ride  on  horfeback  with  her  father; 
“ but  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  fhe  com- 
€t  plained  again  of  her  head,  and  had  fome 
“ tranfient  convulfive  motions. 

“ Next  morning  I vifited  her ; fhe  then 
“ appeared  brifk  and  lively,  without  any 
“ fpafmodic  affections,  and  took  her  ufual 
“ dofe  of  the  laxative. 

*s  At  five  or  fix  in  the  evening  of  this 
“ day,  I was  fent  for  in  great  hafle,  as  thofe 
€t  about  the  child  thought  her  actually 
<e  dying ; I found  her  indeed  deprived  of 
<e  all  fenfe  and  voluntary  motion,  and  in 
“ flrong  convulfions,  in  which  the  mufcles 
“ of  the  eyes,  face,  arms,  and  hands  were 

“ prin- 
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<(  principally  affedted  ; and  in  this  dreadful 
“ date,  I was  informed,  die  had  been  ever 
<e  hnce  three  in  the  afternoon. 

“ I indantly  difpatched  a medenger  for 
“ the  dodtor,  requeuing  his  immediate  at- 
ft  tendance ; he  came  accordingly,  and  or~ 

“ dered  the  child  to  be  bled  diredtly. 

* 

“ Thefe  mod  alarming  and  threatening 
<(  fymptoms  dill  continuing,  we  then 
“ urged  in  the  dronged  terms  we  could  to 
“ the  parents,  &c.  enforced  by  the  con- 
ts  current  opinion  of  another  furgeon  now 
called  in,  to  have  a perforation  made  in 
“ the  dull  forthwith,  as  the  only  rational 
“ means  left,  in  our  unanimous  opinion,  to 
“ preferve  the  child’s  life,  though  that 
“ carried  but  little  probability  of  fuccefs. 
“ This  operation  was  objedted  to  at  drd, 
“ particularly  by  the  mother,  but  foon 
ft  complied  with,  and  then  immediately 
performed,  including  the  pundture  of  the 
''  cranium,  within  the  crown  of  the  tre- 

“ phine; 
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phine  *;  but  no  difcharge  of  the  aqueous 
kind  followed  the  operation.  The  dura 
“ mater  did  not  appear  difcoloured , but  in 
“ the  agonizing  cries  of  the  patient  it  arofe 
“ with  great  force,  and  was  at  lead:  pro- 
“ pelled  one- third  of  a fphere  through  the 
“ perforation.  In  this  flate  we  made  an 
“ incifion,  with  a lancet,  through  that 
“ membrane  but  no  other  difcharge  en- 
,e  fued  than  a little  blood,  which  made  us 
“ the  more  defpair  of  fuccefs,  efpecially  as 
“ the  fymptoms  continued  fo  violent,  that 
<f  in  fhort  we  all  thought  our  patient  ab- 
“ folutely  expiring  : however,  under  thefe 
“ dreadful  c ire um fiances  a flimulating 
“ clyfler  was  given,  which  procured  two 
“ flools  in  about  an  hour,  upon  which  the 
“ alarming  fymptoms  began  to  remit,  and 
“ the  child  became  fenfible : in  a few 
hours  the  convulfions,  in  a great  meafure, 

* Upon  an  attentive  examination  of  the  circular 
piece  of  the  fcull  after  the  removal  of  it,  the  orifice 
made  with  the  feiflars  was  found  entirely  clofed,  with  a 
very  thin  diaphanous  ofiification. 

a 
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“ went  off;  then  fhe  called  for  fmall-beer 
“ and  palled  a tolerable  night. 

“ Twenty-fixth,  the  child  continued 
“ fenfible,  yet  had  feveral  flight  returns  of 
<c  convulflons  and  a reftlefs  night.  She 
<(  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any 
“ medicines;  but  the  injection  was  repeated 
“ with  a good  effedt. 

“ Twenty-feventh,  continued  refflefs, 
“ and  fomewhat  confufed,  till  the  evening : 
“ about  feven  or  eight  o’clock  fhe  fell 
<c  afleep ; flept  comfortably  three  or  four 
“ hours ; awaked  refrefhed,  and  feemed 
“ better  in  every  refpedt. 

“ Twenty-eighth,  an  appearance  of  di- 
“ geflion  in  the  wound ; no  aqueous  dif- 
“ charge  from  the  aperture ; no  new 
“ threatening  fymptoms  : fhe  flept  quietly 
“ in  the  night,  but  awaked  in  fome  con- 
“ fufion,  which  foon  went  off. 

9 
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“ Twenty-ninth,  a good  appearance  irt 
the  wound;  fymptoms  favourable; 
bowels  kept  in  proper  order  with  the 
“ laxative, 

' “ Till  July  the  9th  all  things  went  on 
“ favourably,  when  near  a tea-cup  full 
“ of  purulent  matter  was  difcharged 
“ through  the  aperture,  without  any  re- 
“ markable  fymptoms  preceding  this  dif- 
“ charge, 

“ On  the  1 2th  there  appeared  a very 
“ great  protrufion  of  the  dura  mater,  &c. 
“ through  the  aperture,  as  you  have  de- 
“ fcribed  in  your  obfervations,  which  was 
“ effectually  fuppreffed  by  the  perforated 
<c  plate  of  lead  you  there  recommend* 
<c  without  any  difagreeable  confequence 
“ from  the  ufe  of  it.  This  protrufion  we 
“ found  was  much  increafed  by  the  violent 
te  efforts  the  child  made  fometimes  in 
“ crying,  at  the  time  of  dreffing. 


“ At 
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c<  At  the  time  of  writing  this  letter  the 
%t  child  enjoys  its  fenfes  perfectly,  appears 
“ in  good  health,  and  the  wound  in  a good 
“ condition. 

“ I have  endeavoured,  with  do&or 
“ D’Urban’s  affiftance,  to  give  you  as 
“ clear  a defcription  of  this  very  extraor- 
**  dinary  cafe  as  I poffibly  could,  and  I 
“ hope  the  hiftory,  as  well  as  the  treat- 
“ ment  of  it,  will  meet  with  your  appro- 
“ bation.  I am  with  the  greateft  refped: 
**  and  efteem, 

Sir, 


your  moll  obliged 

humble  fervant, 

* 

JOHN  REVANS.” 


/ 
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The  hiftory  which  Mr.  Revans  has 
given  of  Mr.  Nurfey’s  child’s  cafe  cor- 
relponds  with  my  minutes  and  obfervations, 
from  June  the  yth  to  July  the  26th, 

*773* 

J.  D’URBAN,  M.D. 

On  July  the  30th,  I vifited  the  child 
with  dodtor  D’Urban  and  Mr.  Revans, 
and  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe  were 
confirmed  to  me  by  Mrs.  Nurfey  and 
others,  whom  I interrogated  particularly 
concerning  it.  I found  the  child  perfedt 
in  its  fenfes,  apparently  in  good  health  and 
very  cbearful.  The  wound  had  a good 
afpect,  the  rifing  of  the  exfoliation  of  the 
bone  round  the  perforation,  made  bare 
upon  fealping,  was  as  thin  as  the  finefi: 
fcale  of  a fi£h,  and  fo  tranfparent  that  we 
could  fee  the  granulations  of  fiefh  through 
it,  rifing  to  throw  it  off.  I have  alio 
carefully  examined  the  piece  of  bone  taken 
out  upon  trepanning,  and  find  the  hole 

made 
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made  with  the  fciffars  clofed  with  the  offi- 

fi cation  as  has  been  defcribed 

/ 


A letter  front  the  late  Mr.  Lynn, fur geon,  of 
JVoodbridge , who  was  a man  of  a very 
re fpe Liable  character  both  in  and  out  oj  his 
profefjion,  and  a practitioner  between  40  and 
50  years  in  the  highef  repute* 


Woodb  ridge, 
March  the  8 th,  1773* 

(t  My  DEAR  FRfEND, 


<(  I poftponed  anfwering  your  krt  kind 
letter,  till  I fhould  be  properly  furnifhed 


* The  happy  event  of  this  very  lingular  cafe  fhould 
encourage  us  to  perfevere  refolutely  in  all  rational 
means  and  endeavours,  under  the  moft  threatening  cir- 
cumftances,  and  not  to  be  intimidated  through  fear  of 
cenfure  fhould  we  not  fuCceed.  Had  thefe  gentlemen 
been  fo  influenced,  their  patient  would  certainly  have 
been  loft. 
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with  materials  relative  to  an  extraordi- 
“ nary  cafe,  which  I think  worthy  of  your 
“ and  doCtor  D’Urban’s  notice. 

“ A gentlewoman  of  a pretty  good  con- 
“ dilution,  forty-two  years  of  age,  was  flip- 
“ pofed  to  become  pregnant  about  Septem- 
“ her,  1 770,  and  went  on  in  a regular  man- 
“ ner,  except  having  fome  return  of  the 
menfes  at  irregular  periods.  About  the 

- “ feventh  month,  for  fhe  could  not  be 

* 

“ exaCfc  to  time,  (lie  thought  the  child  died, 
“ as  from  that  time  fhe  felt  no  motion  of 
ct  it.  Soon  after  this  event  die  was  feized 
“ with  pains,  indicating  approaching  la- 
<e  hour,  which  returned  at  feveral  different 
“ times  before  they  left  her.  Her  bignefs 
“ then  continued,  and  die  was  carefully 
“ examined  by  two  experienced  furgeons 
“ and  practitioners  in  midwifery,  who 
“ were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  there 
<<  was  a foetus  in  utero,  but  that  die  had 
« not  gone  her  full  time. 

“ In 
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(<  In  this  flute  (lie  remained  feven 
months,  when  fhe  was  advifed  to  coniult 

doCtor  H y,  a Phyfician  of  eminence 

and  an  accoucheur,  who,  after  examin- 
ing into  the  flate  of  the  cafe  with  the 
utmoil  attention,  confirmed  the  other 
gentlemen’s  opinions.  Now  the  event 
of  the  cafe  was  left  to  nature,  and  the 
patient  feemed  determined  to  take  no  far- 
ther advice ; but  in  November  laft  fhe 
was  prevailed  upon  to  take  Dr.  G — th’s 
opinion,  who  had  been  one  of  the  moil 
experienced  and  judicious  practitioners  in 
midwifery  in  London,  retired  from  bu- 

finefs  fome  years  to  Col r,  under 

whofe  care  fhe  continued  fome  weeks  : 
and  as  fhe  was  a relation  of  my  wife’s 
and  I having  fome  acquaintance  with 
the  doClor,  I WTOte  to  him  requeuing  his 
fentiments,  which  he  readily  fent  me. 
He  faid  he  was  confident  it  was  a feirrhoUs 
ovarium,  which  had  deceived  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  confulted ; adding 
that  he  had  feen  many  fimilar  cafes, 
where  the  tumours,  upon  opening  the 

^ 2 “ pati- 
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patients  after  death,  were  found  to  con- 
fiil  of  a flefhy  fubftance  with  cells  therein, 
containing  an  aqueous  bloody  fluid,  re- 
“ fembling  hydatides.  Some  of  thefe 
" tumours  which  he  had  obferved,  he  faid, 
were  attended  with  great  pain,  increafing 
to  an  enormous  fize;  but  when  unattended 
“ with  pain,  and  flow  in  their  progrefs, 
“ the  patients  frequently  lived  fome  years. 
i£  This  gentleman  alfo  fays  he  does  not 
“ wonder  that  fuch  a cafe  fhould  be  taken 
“ for  pregnancy,  though  the  menfes  are  not 
“ obftrufted  at  the  beginning. 

“ After  I had  received  Dr.  G th’s 

<(  letter,  Dr.  H y called  upon  me,  and 

“ I fhowed  him  it,  which  furprized  him 
“ but  did  not  alter  his  opinion ; and  he  ffill 
tc  feems  to  be  very  pofitive,  that  there  is  a 
“ fcetus  in  utero ; making  thefe  remarks, 
“ that  were  the  cafe  a difeafed  ovarium  the 
tumour  would  not  be  felt  as  if  in  utero; 
“ but  in  a lateral  fituation,  and  that  it 
“ would  not  have  made  fuch  a rapid  pro- 
tc  grefs. 


«( 
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u As  ihe  continues  ffrong  and  in  good 
“ fpirits,  is  it  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
€<  that  nature  fliould  have  made  farther 
(i  efforts  for  the  expulfion,  admitting  it  to 
<(  be  a foetus  in  uteroi  I have  lately  read 
c<  in  Van  Swieten’s  Commentaries,  of  a 
“ woman  who  was  delivered  of  a child  in 
the  35th  month,  that  lived  three  days. 

“ I hear  this  patient  is  now  determined 
€f  to  go  to  London,  in  order  to  take  Dr. 
*■  Hunter’s  or  Dr.  Mackenfie’s  opinion. 
“ I fhall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  and 
“ Dr.  D’ Urban,  for  your  fentiments  upon 
“ this  curious  and  at  prefent  obfcure  and 
“ intricate  cafe,  in  which  the  dodors  differ; 
f<  and  what  occurs  farther  relative  to  it  you 
((  ihall  be  acquainted  with  by, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ Your  fincere  friend 
“ and  muQh  obliged 
humble  fervant, 

JAMES*  LYNN.” 
U3 
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Anfrocr  to  Mr,  Lynn's  letter . 


Halefworth, 
March  the  12  th,  1773* 

“ My  dear  friend, 

“ At  your  defire  Dr.  D’Urban  and  I 
“ have  attentively  read  and  confidered  the 
extraordinary  cafe  you  tranfmitted  to  us; 
“ but  to  offer  our  opinions  upon  it  in  any 
“ peremptory  manner,  would  be  too  pre- 
“ fuming,  and  might  juftly  incur  cenfure, 
“ after  eminent  and  experienced  pradtiti- 
lt  oners  have  delivered  theirs,  founded  upon 
“ a ftridt  and  attentive  examination  of  the 
“ patient : however,  we  venture  to  pro- 
“ pound  this  queflion,  with  a few  curfory 
“ remarks,  for  your  deliberate  confidera- 
**  tion. 
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u May  it  not  be  an  extrauterine  foetus, 
“ broken  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  or  dill 
**  lodged  in  the  ovarium  or  fallopian  tube 
“ gradually  didended,  the  impregnated*?1!/#/// 
“ never  having  defcended  from  the  ovarium 
“ through  the  tube,  in  its  natural  courfe 
“ into  the  uterus  ? We  have  many  per- 
“ tinent  cafes  recorded  by  authentic  obfer- 
“ vators ; as  Hildanus , Alexander  Benedic- 
“ tus,  Buijjiere , Courtial  and  others,  ancient 
“ and  modern ; but  in  what  Monf.  Simon 
**  has  faid  in  his  Memoirs  upon  the  Cafa- 
“ rian  Operation  in  the  Mem.  de  l’Acad. 
“ Roy.  de  Chi-rurgie,  Tom.  II.  more  is  to 
<c  be  found  to  elucidate  the  doubtful  matter 
“ now  in  quedion,  than  any  where  elfe 
“ that  we  know.  He  therein  takes  parti- 
“ cular  notice  of  ventral  conceptions  and 
“ thofe  in  the  ovaria  and  tub.  fallop.  with 
“ demon  fixative  diffeclions. 

i 

“ The  circumdances  of  Sarah  Lade’s 
“ cafe,  of  Debenham  in  your  county,  you 
“ will  recoiled!,  the  hiflory  of  which, 
((  as  I remember,  was  drawn  up  and  com- 

U 4 “ municated 
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“ municated  to  the  Royal  Society,  by  yCur 
“ ingenious  relation,  Mr.  Rodbord,  who 
“ was  then  a practitioner  in  that  town,  now 
<f  at  Iplwich.  My  curiofity  carried  me  to 
“ vilit  this  woman,  and  1 had  my  inquiry 
<c  fully  Satisfied,  by  an  examination  of  her 
“ body,  and  a circumftantial  account  of  her 
“ cafe,  from  herfelf  and  Mr.  Debenham, 
€t  who  was  her  furgeon  upon  that  occafion, 
<e  as  I was  informed,  and  alfo  lived  then  in 
“ the-  fame  town  as  well  as  Mr.  Rodbord. 
iC  According  to  the  minutes  I made,  among 
“ other  c ire  um  dances,  die  faid,  that  at  the 
f(  expiration  of  the  feventh  month,  fhe  had 
“ figns  of  approaching  labour,  which  went 
“ off  in  a few  days,  and  that  about  a year 
<c  after  an  inflammatory  tumour  arofe  at  the 
*6  navel,  wrhere  the  fcetus  was  extraded 
piecemeal,  after  fufficiently  enlarging  the 
“ fpontaneous  opening  *. 

“ Our 

* See  Cyprianus’s  Letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Millington 
upon  this  fubject,  publifhed  at  the  end  of  Bellolte’s 
Hofpital  Surgeon,  Vol.  I.  printed  in  French,  at  Am- 
fterdam,  in  1707;  and  fepafately  in  Latin,  at  Leyden, 


OBSERVATIONS,  2qj 

<*  Our  brother  Carneys  of  Yoxford,  fmee 
“ I mentioned  this  cafe  in  my  Treatife  on 
“ Wounds,  told  me,  to  his  certain  know- 
ledge,  that  this  woman  conceived  again 
“ fome  years  after,  and  was  delivered  at, 
“ the  completion  of  the  ufual  term  of  an 
“ healthy  child,  without  difficulty  or  any 
4S  uncommon  occurrence ; but  that  the 
fC  then  died  in  childbed,  and  her  body 
“ was  not  opened,  as  it  ffiould  have  been, 
“ in  order  to  infpedt  the  flate  of  the  parts 
“ under  the  former  circumftances,  &c. 

<f  We  have,  indeed,  hiftories  upon  record, 
“ of  children  having  been  born  alive  in  the 
“ nth,  1 2th,  13th,  14th,  15th  and  16th 
f‘  month,  in  Varro,  Pliny , Arijlotle , Aldus 
“ Gellius,  Avicenna , Car  damns,  Alexander 
((  Bcnediclus,  Horalius  Augenius , Spigelius 

% » 

in  1700.  Alfo  fee  a cafe  to  this  purpofe  in  the  J^on* 
don  Med.  Obi.  and  Incj.  Vol.  II.  p.  369  : and  another 
of  a fingular  nature,  in  Vol.  III.  Art.  33,  of  an  extra- 
utcimc  foetus,  with  the  placenta  in  the  uterus,  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Key,  a very  ingenious  furg«on  of  the 
heeds  hofpital, 
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“ and  other  writers  of  good  authority.  The 
“ great  Bochart  who  was  a ftriking  orna- 
“ ment  of  the  French  nation,  mentions,  in 
a letter  to  Carbonelle,  counfellor  and  fe- 
“ cretary  to  one  of  the  kings  of  France,  a 
“ birth  in  the  1 8th  month.  Thoucrh 

“ what  Dr.  H y takes  notice  of  in 

“ refpedt  to  the  fituation,  appearance  of 
“ the  tumour  upon  the  abdomen,  &c. 
“ when  it  proceeds  from  a difeafed  ovarium 
“ is  truly  charadteriftic,  as  I well  know 
“ from  my  own  obfervations  ; yet  neither 
“ from  his  remarks,  nor  any  thing  elfe  we 
“ obferve  in  your  letter,  can  it,  we  think,  be 
“ concluded  that  the  cafe  under  confider- 
“ ation  is  not  an  extrauterine  foetus  3 time 
<c  mud:  bring  this  oblcure  and  doubtful 
matter  to  light, 

1 

“ Dr.  D’Urban  tells  me,  that  Dr. 
“ Donald  Monro  and  he  opened  a woman 
whofe  cafe  refembled  what  Dr.  Grif — th 
<c  mentions  in  his  letter  to  you,  who  would 
not  be  convinced  fhe  was  not  with  child; 
<(  faying  fhe  was  frequently  fenfible  of  its 

“ violent 
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violent  motions;  but  from  their  ftridt 
and  accurate  examination  in  her  lifetime, 
they  attributed  the  fenfations  fhe  de- 
fcribed  to  nervous  irritations,  and  not  to 
pregnancy : and  in  this  cafe  there  was 
alfo  a contrariety  of  opinions,  in  thofe 
who,  from  time  to  time,  were  confulted. 

€<  Should  what  I have  written  upon  this 
fubjed  prove,  in  any  manner,  ufeful  or 
fatisfadory,  it  will  give  us  real  pleafure, 
who  wi£h  to  know  the  event  of  the  cafe, 
or  what  occurs  in  it  worthy  notice  5 and 
“ I am, 

• « 

“ My  good  friend, 
ff  yours  very  cordially. 


" B.  GOOCH.” 


Mr, 
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Mr*  Lynn  s fccond  letter  upon  the  fame 

fuhjecl. 

x. 

* Woodbridge, 

April  the  27th,  1 773, 

“ My  dear  friend, 

« 

“ I am  much  obliged  to  you  and  Dr. 
f<  D’Urban  for  your  very  curious  and  ac- 
t(  curate  remarks  on  the  cafe  mentioned  in 
4‘  my  lad:,  which  I fhould  have  acknow- 
“ ledged  fooner,  only  waited  for  fome  far- 
44  ther  intelligence  relative  to  it,  which  I 
4e  lately  received  from  a friend  who  was 
“ prefent  when  Dr.  Hunter  examined  the 
“ patient  in  London.  His  opinion  cor-. 
te  roborates  yours  and  Dr.  D’Urban’s ; he 
“ feems  pofitive  that  the  tumour  is  extra- 
4C  uterine,  thinks  that  there  maybe  a difeafed 
4t  ovarium , and  that  the  uterus  may  be 
“ thickened,  and  that  probably  there  is  an 

extras 
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“ extrauterine  fcetus ; but,  after  deliberately 
c<  confidering  every  circumftance,  could 
“ not  undertake  to  fpeak  with  precifion  to 
“ the  nature  of  the  cafe,  which  time  alone 
“ muft  difcover ; and,  for  want  of  proper 
“ indications,  knew  not  what  method  to 
**  diredl,  only  to  obferve  the  proper  and 
“ neceffary  rules  in  refpedt  to  her  health  in 
“ general. 

**  As  to  my  own  complaints,  I have 
“ great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  under  the  relief 
“ I find  from  your  kind  and  friendly  ad- 
“ vice  and  attention  to  them ; for  which  I 
“ return  you  my  moft  hearty  thanks ; and 
“ am, 

“ Dear  fir, 

“ Your  fincere  friend  ♦- 

and  much  obliged  fervant, 

* JAMES  LYNN.” 


In 
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In  April  1775,  I made  my  very  worthy 
friend,  Mr.  Lynn,  a vifit,  upon  his  being 
attacked  with  a new  complaint,  and  was 
then  informed,  the  gentlewoman,  whofe 
cafe  is  related  in  the  preceding  letters,  re- 
mained in  the  fame  flate,  without  any  ma- 
terial alteration,  flill  able  to  walk  about 
after  her  family  affairs. 


A letter  from  Mr.  Edgar  of  Harleflon , an 
ingenious  and  well-educated  fur geon,  con- 
cerning two  remarkable  occurrences . 


Harleflon, 

March  the  18th,  1775. 

“ Dear  sir. 


<c  At  your  defire  I now  fend  you  the 
“ two  remarkable  cafes  I mentioned,  when 
« We  met  in  confultation  for  Mrs.  Wood- 
« cock,  who,  I have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
“ you,  is  much  relieved,  by  the  method  we 

“ agreed 
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agreed  upon  for  her  to  follow  with  per- 
feverance. 

“ The  firft  is  an  inftance  of  lingular 
irritability  of  the  nerves,  remaining  after 
all  lenfation  of  the  animal  is  apparently 
abolilhed. 

t(  A favourite  dog  of  my  own  had  one 
of  the  vertebras  of  his  back  diflocated,  by 
the  kick  of  a horfe,  which  inflantane- 
oufly  deprived  him  of  all  fenfation  and 
motion  below  the  injured  part.  I was 
very  defirous  of  feeing  how  long  he 
might  live  after  this  accident,  though 
there  was  no  profpedt  of  his  being  cured, 
only  to  obferve  what  other  conlequences 
might  arife.  For  eight  or  ten  days  he 
ate  as  ufual,  and  moved  about,  dragging 
his  hinder  parts  after  him  as  a dead 
weight.  Then  I ordered  him  to  be 
fhot;  and  after  he  had  been,  in  all  ap- 
pearance, dead  fome  time,  but  not  quite 
cold,  I differed  down  to  the  part  affedted, 
and  found  the  laid  of  the  dorfal  vertebra 

“ diflocated.; 
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“ ditlocated ; and,  in  confcquence,  there 
“ was  an  elongation  of  the  medulla  fpinalis, 
“ which  alfo  appeared  a little  contufed. 
“ The  firiking  circumftance  I at  firfl  al- 
“ luded  to  was  this  : while  I was  tracing 
t(  the  femoral  artery  upon  another  account 
“ with  my  differing  knife,  the  dog’s  leg 
“ was  fuddenly  drawn  up,  with  a quick 
“ and  fudden  motion  very  forcibly  to  the 
“ fide  of  his  body.  This  phenomenon  at 
“ firfl  furprized  me,  but  it  foon  occurred 
4e  to  me,  that  I might  have  wounded  the 
“ nerves  and  on  examination  I found  I had 
“ nearly  divided  it ; ft  ill  I thought  the 
<c  effed:  remarkable,  and  was  defirous  of 
“ knowing,  if  the  fame  effect  would  be 
“ produced  by  the  fame  caufe  upon  the 
“ other  limb,  accordingly  it  proved  fo  in 
“ fad:. 

“ This  feems  to  be  a clear  proof  that 
“ the  nerves  are  fubjedt  to  great  irritabi- 
“ lity,  by  exciting  flrong  and  numerous 
« mufcles  into  addon,  after  all  fenfe  and 
“ life  of  the  animal  were  vifibly  deftroyed. 

“ Whether 
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“ Whether  this  accidental  experiment 
« and  difcovery  may  prove  of  any  practical 
“ ufe  I know  not ; but  leave  the  abftrufe 
**  fubjed  of  nervous  influence,  for  curious 
« fpeculators  and  theories  to  confider,  who 
« have  written  upon  it,  to  determine,  if 
“ they  can,  in  fo  nice  a point. 

“ The  other  communication  which  I 
“ thought  not  unworthy  notice,  was  the 
“ cafe  of  a perfon  in  this  town,  who,  for 
“ fourteen  years,  had  a regular  menftrual 
“ difcharge  of  blood  from  the  hasmorrhoi- 
“ dal  veins,  to  the  quantity  of  three  or 
iC  four  ounces.  As  foon  as  this  falutary 
“ evacuation  ceafed,  which  happened  about 
“ flx  weeks  before  the  patient’s  death,  he 
“ complained  of  difficulty  of  breathing, 
“ had  fymptoms  of  an  hepatic  diforder  and 
“ died  dropflcal.  Though  cafes  fomething 
“ of  this  nature  have  often  been  obferved, 
“ yet  I never  read  of,  or  faw  fo  flriking  an 
“ inffance  of  the  falutary  effedfs  of  fuch  a 
“ periodical  difcharge. 
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“ I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  com- 
“ municating  to  me  the  experiment  you 
“ have  lately  made,  with  remarks  there- 
“ upon,  which  is  well  worth  public  no- 
“ tice,  as  it  may  prove  of  real  practical 
“ ufe,  in  a matter  of  great  confequence  to 
“ be  afcertained  in  furgery. 

“ I am,  with  great  refpeft  and  efteem, 
<(  Dear  hr, 

**  Your  much  obliged 
“ humble  fervant, 

“ DEV.  EDGAR.’* 


\ 
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N.  B.  The  volumes  are  diftinguifhed  by  Roman  Capitals 
preceding  the  Figures  of  Reference  to  the  Pages. 


A. 

^VbDOMEN,  cavity  of  the,  defcribed,  I.  375 

— ■■■■■ — wounds  of  the,  I.  376,  412 

abfcefs  under  the  mufcles  of  the,  II.  144 

—  extraordinary  tumour  of  the,  III.  289 

Abfcefles,  in  the  maxillary  finus,  II.  61,  III.  161 

■ ' after  extracting  a tooth,  II.  71 

in  the  pleura  opened  and  cured,  II.  135 

■ ■ lungs,  II.  139,  142 

under  the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  II.  144 

in  the  liver,  II.  157,  161 

«. — thigh,  III.  229 

— — ' • , large  and  numerous,  extraordinary  cafe  of, 

II.  98 

TEfculapius,  I.  iii.  xix, 
iTtius,  I.  xliii. 

Albucafis,  I.  viii. 

Alcmaeon,  I.  xxiii. 

Amputation,  remarks  on,  I.  162,  172  note,  444,  II.  326, 
336,  III.  76,  79,  81 

mode  of  performing,  II.  327,  III.  81 

—  cafes  of,  II.  336,  349,  368,111.  51,  53,  81 

Anafarca,  obfervations  on,  II.  225,  263 
Anatomy,  rife  and  progrefs  of,  I.  xvii. 
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Aneurifms, 
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Aneurifms,  I.  78 

•  treatment  of,  I.  175,  III.  89 

•  falfc,  I.  182 

Ani,  artificial,  I.  4.03 

prolapfus,  machine  for,  II.  150 

Antrum  Highmorianum,  cafes  of  matter  retained  in,  II. 
61,  III.  161 

Apulcius,  Lucius,  I.  xlii. 

Arden,  I.  ix, 

Aretaeus,  I.  xxxviii. 

Ariftotle,  I.  xxx. 

Arm,  amputation  of,  at  the  fhoulder,  I.  72,  III.  53  note. 
Arteries,  wounds  of  the,  I.  67,  102,  118,  156,  332 

how  to  take  up,  I.  170,  III.  54.  note. 

— — offified,  inftances  of,  I.  417 

not  plugged  up  by  coagulated  blood,  II.  343 

Artery  difledted  out  of  the  thigh  of  a dog,  III.  92 

carotid,  of  a horfe,  cut  off,  III.  98 

Afclepiades,  I.  xxxiv. 

Aftragalus,  fingular  luxations  of  the,  II.  360,  362 
Atrophy  of  a limb,  mode  of  treating,  I.  437 
Avenzoar,  I.  viii. 

Averrhoes,  ib. 

Avicenna,  ib. 

B. 

Balfam,  vulnerary,  I.  139 

Bandages,  I.  141,  II.  296 

Bareges,  on  the  waters  of,  III.  238 

Bark,  on  the  ufe  of,  in  mortifications,  I.  446,  II.  289,  364 

fcrophula,  II.  118  note 

. . putrid  fever,  III.  7 


Bath 


I N D £ X. 

Bath  waters,  remarks  on,  III.  120,  124,  242  note 
Baths,  on  the  proper  degree  of  heat  for,  II.  377  nett 
Bealls,  humane  mode  of  killing,  I.  93 
Berengarius  Carpenfis,  Jacobus,  I.  xlvii; 

Bites,  venomous,  treatment  of,  I.  196 
Bladder,  wounds  of  the,  I.  101,  419 
■■  fcirrhous,  II.  171 

lingular  difeafe  in  the,  II.  192 

confequence  of  a bougie  flipping  into  the,  II.  193 
Blindnefs  removed  by  the  ufe  of  muriated  quickfilver,  II. 
50 , 64 

— — periodical,  cafe  of,  II.  52 

Blood,  monthly  difcharge  of,  in  a man,  III.  305. 

Bones,  extraordinary  affe&ions  of  the,  II.  349,  393,  399 

cafes  of  fragility,  flexibility,  and  diflblution  of 

the,  II.  393,  399 

4 chemical  experiments  on  the*  II.  401 

Bougies,  confequence  of  one  flipping  into  the  bladder,  II, 
*95 

not  invented  by  Daran,  II.  196 

Brain,  wounds  of  the,  I.  93,  292 

defcribed,  I.  270 

* injuries  of  the,  I.  272,  III.  268 

cafes  of  wounds  in,  I.  293,  II.  8 

■ ball  lodged  in  the,  III.  44 

Breaft,  cafe  of  bloody  lymph  in  the,  II.  136 
“ ‘Cancerous,  on  extirpating,  II.  131 

Bronchia,  wounds  of  the,  I.  105 
Bronchocele,  aqueous^  II.  96 

obfervations  on,  III.  ,57 
Broncbotomy,  obfervations  on,  I.  105 

^ 3 Bubonocele, 


INDEX. 

Bubonocele,  operation  for  the,  cafe  of,  II.  206 

remarks  on,  II.  214. 

Burns,  treatment  of,  I.  440 

extraordinary  cafe  of,  from  a meteor,  II.  389 

C. 

Callus,  on  the  generation  of,  II.  285,  286 
Cancer,  chimney-fweeper’s,  II.  236 
Cancers,  on  the  treatment  of,  I.  162,  III.  173 

- cafes  of,  II.  122,  127,  1 3 1,  132,  235,  266, 

269,  275,  374,  III.  168 

■ matter  of,  infedtious,  II.  127,  III.  169  note 

on  the  extirpation  of,  II.  13 1 

Carious  bones,  cafes  of,  II.  61,  71,  90,  143,  349,  351, 

355?  37 x?  m*  9 mte>  39>  54>  210 
Cafiius,  I.  xxxvi. 

Caftration,  remarks  on,  I.  429,  II.  236,  241 

cafes  of,  II.  228,  235,  238,  240,  244,  HE  197 

on  tying  the  whole  fpermatic  cord  in,  II.  236, 

238,  240 

Cataradt,  depreflion  of,  preferable  to  extradtion,  I.  331 
note 

Cattle,  horned,  on  the  difeafe  of,  II.  Hj\notei  III.  33  note 
Cauftics,  oppofite,  I.  141  note , II.  149  note , III.  204 

—  eligible  mode  of  applying,  II.  147 

Cautery,  ufe  and  application  of,  I.  166 

ferviceable  in  a certain  kind  of  caries,  II.  351 

Celfus,  I.  v.  xxxviii. 

Cerebellum,  wounds  of  the,  I.  92 
defcribed,  I.  270 

Cefarean  operation  performed  with  fuccefs,  III.  90  note 

Children, 


INDEX. 


Children,  new-born,  tumours  on  the  heads  of,  I.  323 

Cicatrization,  I.  137 

Circocele,  requiring  caftration,  II.  244 

Contufions,  I.  199 

— — of  the  fkull,  I.  262 

■ — on  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  II.  77 

Convulfions  attending  wounds,  I.  204 
Corrofive  applications,  remarks  on,  I.  117 
Couching,  obfervations  on,  I.  331  note 
Cranium  defcribed,  I.  248 
injuries  of  the,  I.  249 

- - ..  how  to  difcover,  I.  250 

- counter-fiflures  of  the,  I.  254 

- ■ ■ • fiflures  of  the,  I.  258 

— — — fradlures  of  the,  remarks  on,  I.  261,  298,  III, 
43  note-y  47  note 

- contufions  of  the,  I.  262 

■ ■ ■ depreffions  of  the,  I.  264 
cuts  of  the,  I.  266 

of  trepanning  the,  I.  298,  II.  17,  27,  214 

fradlured,  cafes  of,  II.  1,  6,  8,  1 1,  26,  30,  32, 

III.  40,  44 

■■  ■■■  filTured,  cafes  of,  II.  14,  20. 

-  --■■cafe  of  a pundlure  through  the,  III.  276 

Cuticle,  fingular  affedtion  of  the,  III.  14 1 
Cuticular  difeafe,  fingular,  III.  221 

D. 

Dead  bodies,  method  of  opening,  I.  451 

■  embalming,  I.  457 

Deglutition,  diforders  preventing,  II,  105 

X 4 


Demo- 


index. 

Democritus,  I.  xxiii. 

Diaphragm,  wounds  of  the,- 1.  io6,  369 
Diet,  obfervations  on,  I.  221,  III.  227  note 
Dilators  to  be  uicd  in  lithotomy,  II.  186 
Diodes,  I.  xxix. 

Dog’s  tongue,  balfamic  qualities  of  a,  II.  167,  III.  95 
Dropfy  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,  on  the  belt  mode  of 
curing,  I.  429,  II.  224,  232 

taken  for  a fcirrhous  tefti- 

cle,  II.  223 

cafe  of,  II.  228 

fcrotum,  obfervations  on,  II.  225 

juft  above  the  knee  miftaken  for  a white-fwelling, 

II.  256,  260 

Ductus  thoracicus,  wounds  of  the,  I.  112,  367 
Dura  mater  defcribed,  I.  269 

fometimes  requires  to  be  opened,  I.  308, 

II.  32,  III.  43 

Dyfentery,  efficacy  of  ftmarouba  bark  in,  II.  412,  421, 
422 

E. 

Ear,  wounds  of  the,  I.  330 

Elephantiafts,  prevalent  in  the  Archipelago,  III.  6d 

- account  of  the,  ib.  note 

Embalming,  method  of,  I.  457 
Embrocations,  difcutient,  II.  262,  290  note 
Empedocles,  I.  xxiii. 

Emphyfema,  univerfal,  cafe  of,  III.  145 

Empyema,  operation  for  the,  I.  358 

— fymptoms  of,  produced  by  air  in  the  thorax, 

III.  149 

* Encephalon, 


INDEX. 


Encephalon  described,  I.  269 

— injuries  of  the,  I.  272 

■ remarks  on,  III.  467 

Ephefias,  Rufus,  I.  xxxix. 

Epidemics  of  the  years  1739 — 42,  III.  I 
Epipnyfis  of  the  tibia  feparated,  II.  355 
Eraliftratus,  I.  vi.  xxx. 

Eryfipelatous  tumour  confequent  to  a fradlure  of  the  os 
frontis,  il.  11 

Excrefcences,  fungous,  after  trepanning,  I.  315,  II.  12 
note 

on  the  nytnphae,  II.  246 

with  a cancerous  afpedt,  II.  266 

Exoftofis  of  the  lower  jaw-bone,  II.  67 
Extraneous  bodies,  extradition  of,  i.  207 

lodged  in  various  parts,  I.  214 

Eye,  wounds  of  the,  I.  116,  331,  II.  277 

*  fingular  affedtion  of  the,  11.  43 

— - — good  effedts  of  muriated  quickfilver  in  difeafes  of 
the,  II.  44,  50,  64 

cancerous  diforders  of  the,  II.  266,  269,  275 

extirpation  of  the,  II.  266,  269,  275,  279 

Eye-lids,  wounds  of  the,  I.  330 

F. 

Face,  wounds  of  the,  I.  328 

Faeces,  indurated,  accumulated  in  the  redtum,  II.  154 
Fernelius,  Johannes,  I.  xlviii. 

Fever,  malignant,  extraordinary  effedts  of  a,  II.  391 

*  epidemic,  III.  1 

*  cafes  of,  III.  7 

✓ 


Fever, 


INDEX. 


Fever,  on  bleeding  in,  III.  2,  16,  19 

purging  in,  III.  3 

eruptive  inflammatory,  III.  15 

cafes  of,  III.  19,21,23 

Fiftula  in  ano,  cafes  of,  I.  425,  II.  248 

• lachrymalis,  cafe  of,  II.  55 

Foetus,  extrauterine,  cafes  of,  I.  423  note , III.  296 
Fomentations,  proper  degree  of  heat  for,  II.  377  note 
Forceps  ufed  in  lithotomy,  improvement  of,  II.  187 
Fractures  of  the  fkull,  remarks  on,  I.  262,  298,  III.  43 
note , 47  note 

— ■ cafes  of,  II.  1,  6,  8,  11,  26,  30, 


32,  III.  40,  44 

■ compound,  cafes  of,  II.  284,  290,  336,  III. 

102,  105 


remarks  on,  II.  286,  291,  III.  101 

fimple,  cafes  of,  II.  293 

on  the  treatment  of,  II.  295,  III.  114 


cafe  for,  II.  297 
of  the  thigh,  II.  303,  III.  108 
near  joints,  II.  324 
of  the  jaw-bone,  III.  39 

ribs,  III.  54,  57 

patella,  III.  132 


France,  ftate  of  phyfic  and  furgery  in,  III.  74 
French  language,  ftudy  of,  recommended  to  furgeons, 
I.  129  note 

Fungous  fubftances  recommended  as  ftyptics,  I.  160, 

IE  347 

excrefcences  after  trepanning,  how  to  treat,  I. 


315,  II.  12  note 


Fungeus 


5 


INDEX. 


Fungous  excrefcences  on  the  nymphae,  II.  246 

G.  ' 

Galen,  I.  v.  xxxix. 

Gall-bladder,  wounds  of  the,  I.  408 
cafe  of  a wound  in,  I.  410 

Gaflroraphy,  remarks  on,  I.  3^° 

. . mode  of  performing,  I.  389 

Glands,  wounds  of  the,  I.  82,  186,  329 

— flrumous,  extirpated,  II.  109 5 11 5* 

Glandular  tumours,  large,  extirpated,  II.  67,  75 
Gorget,  cutting,  on  the  ufe  of  the,  II.  182 
Gun-fhot  wounds,  I.  442 

H. 

Hare-lip,  bandage  for,  I.  142  note 
Harvey,  I.  lv. 

Head,  wounds  of  the,  I.  234 
. injuries  of  the,  I.  272 

■ tumour  on  the,  in  new-born  children,  I.  323 
Heart,  wounds  of  the,  I.  94,  366 

Hemlock,  on  the  virtues  of,  III.  173  noie,  190  note 
Hemorrhage  from  extraction  of  a tooth,  how  to  flop,  I.  68 

■ from  the  gums,  &c.  I.  69  note 

»-■  ■ methods  of  flopping,  I.  156,  II.  242,  338, 

347 

— cafes  of,  I.  165,  167 

— from  the  nofe,  II.  59 

■  a fungus  on  one  of  the  nymphae,  II.  246 

Hemorrhoidal  difcharge  of  blood,  monthly,  inflance  of, 

in  a man,  III.  305 


Hernia 


index. 

Hernia  congenita,  I.  427 

* * ftrangulated,  cafes  of,  II.  197,  203,  206,  209,  211 

■ opened  for  an  abfeefs,  II.  202  note 

" on  the  treatment  of,  II.  208  note,  214 
peculiar  kind  of,  II.  217 

—  cafes  of,  requiring  a particular  kind  of  trufs,  II. 

221 

Herophilus,  I.  xxx. 

Hildanus,  Fabricius,  I.  xii. 

Hippocrates,  I.  iv.  xxv. 

Horfe,  tendon  of  the  leg  of  a,  ruptured,  II.  382 

T machine  for  a broken  leg  in,  or  ruptured  tendon  in 
the  leg  of  a,  II.  384 

Hofpital  at  Norwich,  hiftory  of  the,  II.  vi.  III.  v. 
Hofpitals,  hints  for  making  fchools  of  furgery  of,  II.  xt, 

— — obfervations  on,  III.  vii. 

Human  frame  confidered,  I.  Iviii. 

Humerus,  diflocated,  II.  320 
Hydatids,  cafes  of,  II.  96,  III.  197,  215 

remarks  on,  III.  203 

Hydrocele,  miftaken  for  a feirrhous  tefticle,  II.  223 

*  an  inteftinal  hernia,  II.  226 

* cafes  of,  attended  with  extraordinary  circum- 

fiances,  II.  228,  III.  197 

— — — of  the  tunica  vaginalis  cured  without  an  opera- 

tion, III.  206 

Hydrocephalus  internus,  cafes  of,  II.  34,  39 
. ■■-fpurious  kind  of,  II.  36 

I. 

Inflammation,  I.  201 

Inteftines,  wounds  of  the,  I,  100,  ill,  382,  400 

Inteftines 


INDEX. 


Inteftines  protruded,  reduftion  of,  I.  381 

— • ■ — defcribed,  I.  398 

Iron  pin  fvvallowed  by  a lunatic,  III.  209 
Irritability  of  the  nerves,  inftance  of,  under  extraordinary 
circumftances,  III,  303 

Italy,  prefent  ftate  of  phyfic  and  furgery  in.  III.  67 
Jaw-bone,  enormous  exoftofis  of  the,  II.  67 

— ■ extraordinary  caries  of,  II.  71. 

fradture  and  caries  of,  III.  39 

Joints,  wounds  of  the,  I.  86,  435 

• rigidity  of,  how  to  be  treated,  I.  437 
new,  formation  of,  II.  320  note 

K. 

Kidneys,  wounds  of  fhe,  I.  98,  413 

defcribed,  I.  413 

cafe  of  an  abfcefs  in  the,  T.  414 

— aqueous  tumour  in,  the  arteries  on  which  were 

offified,  I-  417 

Knee,  moveable  fubftance  in  the,  II.  357 
Knives  fwallowed,  inftances  of,  1.  109,  397 

L. 

Lachrymal  fac,  difeafes  of  the,  II.  55 
Lanfranc,  I.  ix. 

Larynx,  wounds  of  the,  I.  104 

Leprofy  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs,  III.  60  note 

Englilh,  III.  63  note 

— — ~ cured  by  rattlefnake  wine.  III.  273 
Limbs,  weak  and  diftorted,  II.  312 
Lips,  wounds  of  the,  I.  330 
I 


Lithotomy, 


INDEX. 


Lithotomy,  obfervations  on,  I.  lOinote^  II.  182 

cafes  of,  II.  166,  168,  178 

Liver,  wounds  of  the,  I.  96,  406 
- defcribed,  L 406 
abfceffes  in  the,  II.  157,  161 

— ■ encyfted  tumour  in  the,  II.  164 

enlarged,  III.  213 

Locked  jaw,  I.  206 

Lungs,  wounds  of  the,  I.  95,  363,  III.  145 

■ abfceffes  in  the,  II.  139,  142,  III.  149 

Luxations,  remarks  on,  II.  318 

— ■■  ■ compound,  ib. 

fingular,  of  the  aftfagalus,  II.  360,  362 

of  the  vertebrae,  in  a dog,  III.  303 

Lymph,  bloody,  contained  in  the  breaft  of  a woman, 
II.  130 

Lymphatics,  wounds  of  the,  I.  81,  185,  329 

■ cafes  of,  I.  186  note 

M. 

Machaon,  I.  iv.  xx. 

Maxillary  finus,  cafe  of  matter  long  retained  in  the,  II. 
61,  III.  161 

Mediaftinum,  wounds  of  the,  I.  372 
Medical  art,  divifions  of  the,  I.  i. 

—  advice  to  practitioners  of  the,  III,  xvi. 

Medulla  oblongata,  wounds  of  the,  I.  92 

— — defcribed,  I.  271 

. fpinalis>  wounds  of  the,  I.  93,  342 

. defcribed,  I.  271 

Mefentery,  wounds  of  the,  I.  99,  405 


Mefentery 


INDEX. 


Mefentery  defcribed,  I.  404. 

Monfey  (Dr.)  anecdotes  of,  III.  xiv. 

Mortifications,  treatment  of,  I.  446,  II.  288 

-  cafes  of,  II.  290,  293,  362,  364,  367, 

III.  24 

of  a fingular  kind,  II.  367 

Mumps,  defcription  of  the,  II.  72,  III.  13 
Mundinus,  I.xlv. 

Mufcles,  rigidity  of  the,  remarks  on,  I.  437,  II.  78 
- extraordinary  affections  of  the,  II.  42,  8 1 

N. 

Neck,  wounds  of  the,  I.  332 

- cafe  of  violent  contufion  on  the,  II.  77 

• machine  for  diftortions  of  the,  ib. 

Nephrotomy,  I.  98 

Nerves,  wounds  of  the,  I.  82,  187,  342 
— — — inftance  of  extreme  irritability  in,  after  fenfa- 
tion’s  being  apparently  abolifhed,  III.  303 
Nervous  affeCtion,  fingular,  III.  260 
Nonnaturals,  attention  to  be  paid  to,  in  the  cure  of 
wounds,  I.  219 
Nofe,  wounds  of  the,  I.  330 

■ hemorrhages  at,  reftrained,  II.  59 

Nyctalopia,  cafe  of,  II.  52 

Nymphae,  fungous  excrefcence  on  one  of  the,  II,  246 

O. 

Oefophagus,  wounds  of  the,  I.  107,  333 

extraneous  bodies  flicking  in  the,  I.  341 

» 1 • ■ diforders  in  the,  II.  105 


Oefophagus 


INDEX. 


Ocfophagus  eroded,  II.  i j 9 
Oleum  ricini,  obfervations  on,  III.  5 
Omentum,  wounds  of  the,  I.  99,  405 

■  prolapfed,  treatment  of,  I.  385 

— ■■  deferibed,  I.  405 

— — ufe  of  the,  I.  406  note 

Operations,  on  performing,  I.  xiv. 

■  remarks  on,  1.  433,  II.  112 

■ difficult,  a furgeon  fhould  not  be  afraid  of 

performing.  III.  91  note 

Ophthalmy,  inveterate,  cured  by  muriated  quickfilver, 
IT.  44 

• ftrumous,  treatment  of,  II.  113 

Opium,  fingular  effedl  of  a large  dofe  of,  III.  248 
Oribafi  us,  I.  v.  xliii . 

Os  coccygis  difeharged  through  the  re&um,  II.  252 
Offification  of  various  parts,  inftances  of,  I.  417,  II, 
250 

Ovarium,  extraordinary  appearances  in  the,  ILL  132 

P. 


Pain  in  wounds,  I.  202 
Pancreas,  wounds  of  the,  I.  99,  412 

. deferibed,  1.  41 1 

Pare,  Amb.  I.  liv. 

Paffions  of  the  mind,  obfervations  on,  I.  229 
Patella,  on  fradures  of  the,  III.  132 
Pelvis,  with  its  contents,  I.  418 

■ ■ ■ wounds  of  the  parts  contained  in,  I.  419 
Penis  deferibed,  I.  430 

■  wounds  of  the,  I.  432 


Pericardium, 


t 


INDEX. 

Pericardium,  wounds  of  the,  I.  372 
Phymofis,  remarks  on,  I.  433 
Pia  mater  defcribed,  I.  270 
Piles,  exciiion  of,  II.  150 

Pink,  Indian,  efficacy  of,  in  killing  worms,  II.  409 
Pitard,  I.  ix. 

Placenta  covered  with  offification?,  II.  250 
Plato,  I.  xxix. 

Platyfma  myodes,  extraordinary  affe&ion  of  the,  II.  8t 
Pleura,  abfcefs  in  the,  opened  and  cured,  II.  135 
Podalirius,  I.  iv.  xx. 

Polybus,  I.  xxix. 

Praxagoras,  I.  xxix. 

Pregnancy,  fuppofed,  cafe  of,  III.  289 
Prepuce,  remarks  on  dividing,  I.  433 
Prognoftics,  obfervations  on,  I.  88 
Prolapfus,  ani,  trufs  for,  II.  150 
Puff-ball  recommended  as  a ftyptic,  I.  161- 
Pus,  I.  65 
Pythagoras,  I.  xxii. 

Q: 

Quacks,  not  permitted  in  Ruffia,  III.  xiv. 

Quickfilver,  muriated,  good  effects  of,  in  inveterate  dif- 
eafes  of  the  eye,  II.  44,  50,  64 
— long  ago  ufed  in  venereal  com- 

plaints, II.  49  note 

■■ 1 ■ recommended  as  an  alterative,  II, 

65  note , III.  173  note 

excellent  medicine  in  our  Ieprofy, 
Y Quick- 


Ill.  63-  note 
VOL.  III. 


INDEX. 

Quickfilver,  muriated,  good  effe£ls  of,  in  cancer,  III. 
168 


R. 

Rattlefnake  wine,  extraordinary  effects  of,  III.  264,  273 
Receptaculum  chyli,  wounds  of  the,  I.  112,  367 
Redtum,  wounds  of  the,  I.  425 

indurated  faeces  accumulated  in  the,  II.  154 

— Hone  lodged  in  the,  III.  216 

r—  bone  ftuck  in  the,  III.  220  note 

• 1 

Rhazes,  I.  vii. 

Ribs,  fractured,  III.  54 

? with  coughing,  III.  57 

Ruffia,  anecdote  of  the  emprefs  of,  III.  xiv. 

S. 

i 

Sacculi  mucofi,  lift  of  the,  I.  439 
Scalping,  cautions  refpe&ing,  I.  68 
Scrophula,  on  the  treatment  of,  II.  118  note 
- ■ ■ ■ cafes  of,  II.  371 

Scrotum,  wounds  of  the,  I.  426 

Simarouba  bark,  efficacy  of,  againft  dyfentery,  II.  412, 
421,  422 

Sinufes,  cautions  on  opening,  II.  371 
Sleeplefs  man,  hiftory  of  a,  III.  251 
Small-pox,  malignant,  obfervations  on,  III.  9 note 
Sore-throat,  malignant,  obfervations  on,  II.  73 

epidemic,  III.  30 

— - inoculation  of,  pradtifed  with  fuc- 

t 

cefs,  III.  34  note 
Spina  bifida,  cafe  of,  II.  38 
Spleen,  wounds  of  the,  I.  96,  41 1 


INDEX. 


Spleen,  on  the  ufe  of  the,  I.  98  note 

. . ■ defcribed,  I.  41 1 

Stephanus,  Carolus,  I.  liii. 

Stomach,  wounds  of  the,  I,  100,  109,  394 
- . — — defcribed,  I.  394 

■ ■ ■ eroded,  III.  163 

Stone,  cafes  of  the,  II.  16.6,  168, 171,  176,  178,  180,  183 

lodged  in  the  redtum,  III.  216 

Stones  found  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  I.  400  note 

difcharged  from  abfceffes  in  the  liver,  II.  J 57>  I§1 

t in  the  urethra,  II.  173,  176 

Strumous  cafes,  II.  109,  115 
Styptics,  I.  160 

Surgeons,  qualifications  requifite  to,  I.  xiii. 

: general  cautions  to,  I.  xiv.  III.  £89  note 

Surgery,  divifions  of,  I.  i. 

» rife  and  progrefs  of,  I.  ii.  II.  vi. 

■■■■■  — - connexion  of,  with  phyfic,  I.  xi.  xiii. 

— r- hints  refpe&ing  tfre  ftudy  of,  II.  xi.  III.  £vi? 

Sutures,  I.  145,  389 
Sylvius,  Jacobus,  I.  xlviii. 

Symphyfis,  I.  125 
SyfTarcofis,  I.  126 


T. 


Tapping,  bandage  proper  after,  I.  380 
Temporal  artery,  good  effects  of  opening  the,  I.  285  note 
Tendo  Achillis  fhould  not  be  ftitched  when  divided,  J. 
'9°> 


1 on  ruptures  of  the,  III.  130 

1 endons,  wounds  of  the?  I.  84,  187 


cafes  of,  II.  380 


$ 


* \ At 


T endons 


V 


INDEX. 

Tendons  of  a horfe’s  leg  ruptured,  II.  382 
Tents,  remarks  on,  I.  131,  348,  387,  391 
Teftes,  I.  427 

wounds  in  the,  I.  429 

enlarged  from  a blow,  II.  233 

*-■  ■ cancer  on,  occafionfcd  by  a blow,  II.  235 

•  difeafed,  cafes  of,  II.  228,  235,  238,  240,  244, 

III.  197,  204 

not  defeending  into  the  ferotum,  inftances  of, 

III.  211,  212  note 

Teftis  in  the  inguen  miftaken  for  a glandular  tumour, 
III.  210 

Themifon,  I.  xxxvi. 

Thigh,  amputation  of,  at  the  joint,  I.  74 

■ cafe  of  a needle  lodged  in  the,  I.  21  r 

. fradtures  of  the,  II.  303,  III.  108 

. . remarks  on,  III.  1 14 

abfeefs  in  the,  III.  229 

Thorax,  wounds  of  the,  I.  104,  117,  346,412,  III.  145 
deferibed,  I.  345 

fymptoms  produced  by  air  in  the,  III.  149 

Throat  cut,  calc  of,  I.  335 
Thrufh,  remedy  for  the,  II.  406 

*  going  through  the  alimentary  canal,  inftances 

of,  in  adults,  II.  408,  III.  22 
Tongue,  wounds  of  the,  I.  343 

Tourniquet,  remarks  on  the  application  of  the,  II.  334 
Trachea,  wounds  of  the,  I.  104,  333 

hydatide  fituated  in  a hole  in  the,  II.  101 

Trallianus,  Alexander,  I.  xliv. 

Trepanning,  operation  of,  I.  298 

Trepan- 


t 


INDEX. 

t 

Trepanning,  operation  of,  performed  on  the  occipital 
bone  with  fuccefs,  II.  14 

. temporal 

bone,  II.  20 

Tumours  on  the  heads  of  new-born  children,  I.  323 

— glandular,  extirpated,  II.  67,  75,  109,  115 

. confift  of  infpiflated  lymph,  II.  282 

note,  III.  180  note 
■■■  — peculiar  fpecies  of,  II.  72 

— — encyfted,  cafes  of,  II.  96,  164,  37^>  37^  tiote, 

HI.  i53>  155’ 

> ■■  on  the  neck,  II.  119,  121 

fcirrhous,  on  the  thigh,  extirpated,  II.  265 

...  — . extremely  painful,  on  the  heel,  ex- 

tirpated with  fuccefs,  II.369 

_ ... remarks  on,  III.  175  note , 180  note} 

187  note 

■ ■— — extirpated,  III,  195 
on  thv-  arm,  II.  374 

in  confequence  of  malignant  difeafes*  III.  8> 

9 note 

on  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  III.  163 

extraordinary,  of  the  abdomen,  III.  289 

Turks,  remarks  on  the,  III.  58 

U. 

Urban  (Dr.  D’)  account  of,  III.  35 
Ureter,  impervious,  inftance  of,  I.  417 
Ureters,  I.  415 

wounds  of  the,  I.  416 

Urethra,  ftones  difcharged  from  the,  II.  173,176,  180 
Vol.  III.  'Z.  Uterus, 


INDEX, 

Uterus,  wounds  of  the,  I.  ioi,  422 

defcribed,  I.  420 

lofs  of,  not  always  fatal,  I.  424 

Vagina  uteri,  wounds  of  the,  I.  424 

— feparatcd  by  mortification,  ib.  note 

Veins,  wounds  of  the,  I.  81,  185,  332 
Venefe&ion,  obfervations  on,  I.  231,  II.  25  note , III.  2 
Vertebrae,  diflocated,  cafe  of,  in  a dog,  III.  303 
Vefalius,  And.  I.  xlix. 

Viper,  bite  of  the,  I.  197 

W. 

Wens,  II.  280 
• what,  ib*  II.  282  note 

Wffiite-fwelling,  peculiar  kind  of  dropfy  miftaken  for  a, 

II.  256 

Winter,  hard,  of  1739-40,  account  of,  III.  10 
Worms,  efficacy  of  Indian  pink  againft,  II.  409 

obfervations  on,  II.  410  note 

remedies  againft,  II.  41 1 

Wounds,  definition  of,  I.  58 

how  to  examine,  I.  60 

■ — — varieties  of,  I.  61 

— -■  ■ of  the  teguments  and  flefh,  I.  63 

digeftion  of,  I.  65 

. incarnation  of,  I.  66 

—  cicatrization  of,  ib, 

—  of  the  arteries,  I.  67,  102,  li8,  156,  332 

—  veins,  I.  81,  185,  332 

. — lymphatics,  I.  185,  329 

. - glands,  I.  82,  186,  329 

» . — — nerves,  I.  82,  187,  342 

Wounds 


>•*> 


INDEX. 


Wounds  of  the  tendons,  I.  84,  187,  II.  381 

— cafes  of,  II.  380 
joints,  I.  86,  435 

■ — prognoftics  in,  I.  88,  120 
mortal,  I.  90 

■ — of  the  cerebellum  and  medulla  oblongata,  1. 9 Z 

• brain,  I.  93,  292,  II.  8 

. medulla  fpinalis,  I.  93,  342 

. heart,  I.  94,  366 

lungs,  I.  95,  363,  III.  14S 

— liver,  I.  96,  406 

fpleen,  I.  96,  41 1 

—  - — kidneys,  I.  98,  413 

pancreas.  I.  qq,  4.12 

. omentum,  I.  99,  385,  405 

, mefentery,  I.  99,  405 

■  ftomach,  I.  100,  109,  394 

, inteftines,  I.  100,  in,  379,  40® 

uterus,  I.  101,  422 

— — bladder,  I.  101,  419 

—  larynx,  I.  104 

trachea,  ib.,  333 

thorax,  I.  104,  117,  346,  412 

— — bronchia,  I.  105 

diaphragm,  I.  106,  369 

oesophagus,  I.  107,  333 

—  — - receptaculum  chyli,  and  du&us  thoraci- 

CUS,  I.  1 12,  367 

that  may  prove  mortal  when  left  to  them- 

felves,  I.  1 13 

——of  the  eye,  I.  116 

Wounds, 


Wounds,  intentions  in  the  cure  of,  I.  124 
— — — — mode  of  treating,  I.  128,  147 
■ — of  applications  to,  I.  139 

poifoned,  I.  195 

- —accidents  belonging  to,  I.  198 

— — - extraction  of  extraneous  bodies  from,  I.  207 

--  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  nonnaturals  in  the 

cure  of,  I.  219 

■ of  the  head,  I.  234 

■I,—.  — face,  I.  328 

neck,  I.  332 

— tongue,  I.  343 

- mediaftinum,  I.  372 

- — pericardium,  ib. 

: - abdomen,  I.  376,  41^ 

, gall-bladder,  I.  408 

ureters,  I.  416 

_ parts  contained  in  the  pelvis,  I.  418 

— vagina,  I.  424 

reChim,  I.  425 

■ ferotum,  I.  426 

teftes,  I.  429 

t penis,  I.  432 

extremities,  I.  434 

gun-fhot,  I.  442 

- contufed  and  lacerated,  ib» 

Wrift,  machine  for  luxations  of,  and  fractures  near  the 

IL  379  TT  - 

Wry-neck,  machine  fo^the,  11.  77 


